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TRAVELS 

IN 

tJPPER AND LOWER EGYPT. 



CHAP. XXII. 



^e iBanana-tree — Cuftard^appk — Malhtv^^Mfh^ 
shia'^B(mmia^-^:Aili'^The BuffaJiH^llie WaUf 
ofih$ Ntle^^e^ Piague-^The climate rf Egypt 
-^Treafmmf of the Diad-^Burying Piaces-^^DiJ^ 
'^itfps-^^Elej^hankaJis'^Diforders incident /o tie 
Eyes^ 

THiE ripening fruit of the banana-tree adorns 
the gardens of Rofetta with it*s yellow hue 
during the three winter months. This tree is not 
indigenous to the country, and hitherto it's culti- 
vation has been confined to the north of Egypt. 
It is pretty common about Rofetta, and, as I am 
informed, in the, environs of Damietta. A few 
hfiay be feen likewife at Cairo, but none farther 
fouth* Indeed at Cairo it is fo fcarce, that a bafket^ 
of it's fruit, which is much efteemed for it's fbft 
and flightly acid pulp, is confidercd as a rare. and 
-Vol. 1L B very 
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2 TRAVELS m UPPER 

very acceptable prefent. The fruit of this fpecies 
of the mufa is known in the french Weft-India 
iflands by the name oi figue hanane^ and at Cay- 
enne by that of bacove.^ It is lefs infipid, and 
inore agreeable to the tafte, than that of the plan- 
tain-trce.'f' ^ ' 

Growing witlrtlrefe eifoticfsr i noticed another 
tree, which alfo I had feen in America, and the 
fruit of which is equally .plcafing to the tafte and 
fmell. The fweet-fop, or • cuftard-apple, planted 
in thefe gardens, a!ttains the height of a niiddllihg 
tree/;}: .^The friiit is covered with. little papillary 
felevations, ;much refembling Jbofe- of a.fir-c^ne. 
When it is' ripe, it's colour is, green mingled with 
yello«vr. (See a reprefentation of it, PI. IX^ fig. l .) 

* Mufa fpadice mutante^ floribus ahortientihus terminalihus deci-- 
duis, k • • • Mufafaptentvm^ . Lin. ■ ■ . Mufa fapientumy fpadicenit* 
iatttey fUhihus mafculh deciduiu '. • . . Bacobe. Aublct, Hift. des 
Plantes de la Guiane, toine ii. p. 930. Mufa fru(ftu cucume- 
rino brcyiori. Pluiii. nor. Gen. 24» 

•f Mufafpadice nutante^ floribus abortientibus perffientibus. • « • • 
Mufa paradtfiaca^ Lin.' Aublct, loco lupra citato. Mufa 
fruRu cucumerino longtori. Plum. nov. Gen. 24. [Thefe two 
treci arc confounded under one common name, bananier^ by the 
French ; in Englifli their nam<is arc diftincft.— T.] 

$' It is the fpecies defcribcd by Plumier, under the name of 
guanabanus frudu coeruleo, and by Linnaeus under that of 
annona fquamofa, Forfkal defcribes it in his Flora Egyptiaco- 
arabica, and calls it awma glabra^ kefchta^ foliis ellipticisy fru^u 

It's 
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AND LOWBR EGYPT. .« 

It's Arabic name is kejhta^ in EhgHfti crtam. It's 
foft pulp, indeed, is as white as cream. The ker- 
nels contained in it are numerous, brown, and 
oblong. 

Under the (hade of the trees, that grow in thefe 
orchards, various plants are cultivated ; and the 
roots of thefe plants are refrelhed by water, con- 
veyed to them in every direction through little 
trenches ; each enclofure having it's well, or re- 
fervoir, frona which the water is diftributed to the 
trenches by a wheel turned by oxen. A great deal 
of the common mallow,* called here hobezcy is 
cultivated in thefe orchards. It is boiled with meat, 
and is one of the mod common culinary vegetables 
in Lower Egypt. In Upper Egypt it is not eaten, 
and little is to be feen. 

Two other .plants, likewife frequently ufed as 
iooAy are the mehchia and batmnia. The firft, of 
which the arable name is melochia^^ much rer 
fembles the m^rih-n>alloWi and affords, like it, a 
mucilage on boiling. It's flowers refembling a rofe, 
of a yellow hue mingled with red^ and it's whole 

* Maifoa rplund^oliaf, Lin. 

t Corchrus elitmus^ Lin.— Forfktl, Fl«ra Egjrptiaco-aw 
lilca, p. lai. 

B 2 appear* 
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af^araUce, would render it worth cultivating ^ 
an ornametital pbnt, werie it not among the num- 
Iber of thofe, which nattfre has dieftined to furnifli 
nutriment for mankind. The feeond, whi^h bearsr 
the.arabian name of lamrnla^^ has likewife confi- 
Jderable affinity to the mallow tribe. It^^s flowers are 
yellow. It is the halalou o( America. Thfe fur-- 
nifhed the tooft mucSagmous of aH dirties. 

Thefe two plants, like the banana atid kej^fa^ 
kre exotics, though they are very abundant in this 
country t but the atlS, a large fpccies of tamariflc^'f' 
hitherto little known, appears to be peculiar td 
Egypt. Linrtseus has' made no mention of it J: 
though it is defcrrbed m the thirteenth edition' of 
his Syftema Naturae by Gmeiin, who toot his ac* 
count of it from ForfkaoL 

' This atl^,\vhidi differs firom the common tamap 
filk,:{; both in fize, and in it*s botanical chara^kcrs;- 
on which I ^all adopt the expreffions of 4 travel-^ 
ler, whofe ikill in tMs branch of natural hittory 

* Hihijius efcttkntmy tin^— ^Fwflbil, Flora Egjjrptiaco^ra* 
bica, p. 125'. 

t Tamarix oriemaltsl Fer&al^ Fl«m C^3r^iai»d>^bica, 
% Tftmarix gaUic^t^ Lia^ - - . / - i 

cannot 
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cannot be <)ueltione<l>^ attains the beigfat and big« 
De&ofanoak. It*9 leav^es are alternate, long, very 
narrow, and of a paie greeo. I (hall not enlarge 
upon it's dei^^riptioQ, a$ I have gwen an engraving 
from a drawing of the trunk and one of th^ 
branches of thi^ tree. (See PJ. IX^ fig* 9.) It is 
to be regretted, that there were neither flowers nor 
fruit upon the fpecimen from which this drawing 
^as takea. This tree is ufually loaded with galls^ 
adhering to the bnmcbes. Tbefe galls, I obferved, 
before tbey were dried up, were filled with a liquor 
of a hfsautaful poppy r^d. Probably, therefore, they 
may be of cpnfidei-abie ufe in the arts j for they 
^re very numerous, and the trees that bear then^ 
grow all over Egypt, both Upper and Lo,wer, This 
obfervatibn I think it irnport^nt not to omit, as I 
have re^, in a manufcript catalogue of plants, Iq 
^fleffion of one of M. Tott's companions^ ^^ th^ 
^^ theatl^ is a fpepiesW tanaariik, growing in Up- 
/^ per Egypt, near Sabil/* Now there is fcargcly ^ 
village throughout Lower Egypt, which has not 
fevera} a^lSs amjOng thp trapes th^t furrgund it. 

The wood of this tree is employed for feveral 
purpofps, and among others for making charcoal. 

* Blffext a tcmax^ gsilica^ cujus ramif<iuaii{aiiy fquamls aUeinis, 
JeJfiTthus lanccolatis ; ramuli breves^ imh'icati \ fdils lunccol'atU^ con-* 
fertis* Forlkal, Ucafyfra fitaiq^ 

B3 There 
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6 TRAVteLS IN UPPER 

There is no other tree in Egypt that can in any 
degree be termed common, which furnifhes tim- 
ber for mechanical purpofes, or wood for fuel ; 
whence it is a vulgar laying among the Egyptians, 
that the world would go badly with them, if atlSsf 
were to fail^ 

It is by no means uncommon, to lee a female, 
buffalo tied by all four of her legs, under the fhade 
ofanatl^j near a peafant's hut, and feeding on the 
iarjtm with her ealf. She affords her keeper abund-r 
ance of very good milk, from which butter and 
feveral kinds of checfc arc,made. The buffalo * 
is an acquiiition of the modern Egyptians, with 
wiich their anceitoY^ were unacquainted. It was 
brought from Perfia into this country, where it has 
multiplied greatly, and is at prefent very common, 
. it is even more numerous than the ox, and equally 
domeflicated : but it's domeftication is obvioufly 
of recent date, fi-om the conftant uniformity of it's 
colour, and ftill more fi-om a remnant of feroci- 
ouftlefs, a favagenefs of difpofition,*and a fierce 
and lowering look^ which are common to all half- 
civilized creatures. 

Tbefe Egyptian buffaloes, however, are very far 
from being as fierce, or as much' to be feared, as 

thofe 
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thofe of other countries. Here they participate 
in the very ftriking tamenefs of other domeftic 
animals, and have nothing remaining of their na- 
tive wildncfs, except a few occafional freaks. The 
fight of any thing red is faid to enrage them clfe- 
where, but in Egypt it appears to make no impreC- 
fion upon them. Almoft all the inhabitants of the 
country, befide their red turban, have a (hawl of 
the fame colour, which they wrap round their neck 
and breaft, and I never obferved the buffaloes at 
all afFedled by it. When I have fometimes ihot 
birds very near female buffiiioes, attended by their' 
calves, the report of the muflcet threw them into 
violent agitation, and they feqmed in fuch extreme 
rage, that I fhould have been alarmed, had they 
not been tied very fecurely. The owner, however, 
to remove my apprchenfions, aflured me, that the 
violent movements of the animal were the efFedls 
of terror alone ; fo that the buffaloes of Egypt arc 
not fo dangerous in reality, as apt t6 infpire fear 
by the fiercenefs of their looks and occafional tranf- 
ports of rage. Perfgns, who are not habituated to 
the fight of thefe animals, frequently cannot avoid 
a little dread of them. Haflelquitz relates, that 
the buffaloes, particularly near Rofetta, appeared 
to be enraged at him' and his interpreter, becaufe 
they were drefled in red, to fuch a xiegree, that 
Ibpir attendant janiffery was obliged to drive them 

B 4 away 
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^way with his ftick :* on which I need only obn 
ferve, that an animal of fuch fize and ftrength is 
not ipuch to be dreaded, if a few blows with ^ 
^ne b^ fufiicient to drive him a>vay. , 

I have faid, that the buffaloes of Egypt are in- 
variably of the fame colour : they are all over 
- blackiih;, except th? tuft of hair on the forehead^ 
lind that at the end of the tail, wh.ich are of a . 
ycHowiih white. Among the great numt^er I fawj^ 
one only differed from the reft, in haying the l^gs^, 
telly, ^nd fides of a beautiful white. 

. The Jplgyptians are top deficient in knowleclge^^ 
to derive all, the advantage they might from th?^, 
buffalo. They neither yoke him to- the plough j^ 
^Qr employ him in any other kind of labour. They 
re»r the females for their milk, and the males to be 
flaughtered and eaten. The fleih is red, toughj^. 
^pd dry ; and has bcfidcs a difagreeable raufjcy 
fmell, The Mahometans of Egypt, whether Arabs 
pr others^ far from confidering it as uncleai^ 
npeat'f', efteem it as a defirable di(h. They evei^ 
quote in it's favour an aphorifm of one of their 
ancient phyficians, who deems the flefh of the 
buffalo the rpoft wholefome pf aliments, pcxt to 

♦ Travels in the Levant, French Tranf. Part I. p. 83. 
•t MichacUs's Eighty-fifth Queftiont 

'."-'- that 
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that of the (heep, whitih he compares to thermca, 
JSTotwitbftanding this authority, I cannot eafily per- 
fuade myfelf, that it will ever become a favourite 
food with europeans ; not that it is difgufting to 
the eye, or apt to breed vermin, as Bochart afRrms,* 
but becaufe it is in general very tough> and has a 
fraell to which none of the refinements of our 
cookery have yet accuftoraed us, Niebuhr appearai 
not to have found it very difagreeable, (ince he 
ifancies he has eaten it without knowing it.'jf It ia 
fcarccly poffible, however, to miftake it ; and when 
the fame traveller adds, that people of diftindlion, 
and even European merchants, as well as the com- 
mon people, eat a great deal of buffalo's flefh in the 
parts where this animal abounds, it muft not be 
ynderftood of the French merchants in Egypt, 
whofe tafle is too delicate, to admit at their tables 
a difh fo ooarfe, that it is banifhed even from tbofe 
of the opjiileqt Egyptians. The hides of the buf- 
faloes form a confiderable branch of the commerce 
of Egypt ; and various' articles are manufadlured 
from their horns^ which are flattifh, and flriated 
tranfverfely, - . 

There is no land aniinal which delights fo much 
in water as the buffalo* He loves to lie down in 
\t, an4 fiay in it a long while. I have feen (bme 

♦ Hlerozoicon, 

t Dcfcription dc TArabie, p, 145. 
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remain in it the whole day. It is by no means un- 
common for water, drawn out of the Nile, near it's 
banks, to have coi^trafted the mulky fcent of this 
ahimal. He fwims, too, with the greateft eafe; 
crofling the river with facility, however great it*s 
overflow, or rapid it's ftream ; and the peafants 
tnake ufe of bim, to pafs from one bank to the 
Other. As the weight of the animal finks, him 
deep into the water, the peafant, that avails him- 
felf of this living boat, muft hold very fail by his 
horns, or he will be carried away by the force of 
the current. In Upper Egypt I faw a young lad 
drowned, in confequence of the ftream wailiin^ 
him off from a buffalo's tac^^ 

The female never has more than one calf at a 
time, or at leaft very rarely ; and thofe accounts, 
which afcribe to her two as the general number," 
with that of Maillet, who gives her four^ are the 
exaggerations of credulity. 

The water of the Nile has all the honour of 
thefe pretended miracles of fecundity; and it's 
marvellous influence is not confined to beafts, for 
women too are faid to feel it. It has been aflerted, 
that, to become mothers, they have only to drink 
the new water of the Nile, or bathe in it :* and* 

* Voyages dc Paul LucaSj vol. ii. p. 83. 
! ' . • pur ' 



Digitized by 



Google 



AND LOWER EGYPT. H 

o«r failors from Provence were fo firmly perfuaded 
of it's prdific virtues, that if they touched at Egypt 
in their voyages up the Levant, they never failed 
to fill a cafk with the water of the Nile, and carry 
it home to their wives, as the moft efFedlual means 
of obtaining a numerous progeny. 

The ancients had already extolled the qualities 
of the water of the Nile ; but the moderns have 
gone beyond them. Yet, though fome have faid 
much in it's praife, others have not been wanting, 
to ftigmatize it as infalubrious. Thus both praife 
and blame were heaped upon the Nile at the fume 
time : the common fete of celebrity, when it*s fub- 
je6l is at a diftance. 

The author of the Pliilofopbical Refearchcs con-# 
cerning the Egyptians and Chinefe took upon him- 
felf the oflfice of arraigning the water of the Nile, 
the only water drunk in a country deftitute of 
Springs, nay, the fole beverage of the inhabitants, 
except a bad kind of beer, which is more ufed at 
Said than toward the north. He had collected 
together every thing that travellers have faid re- 
fpc&iDg it's bad qualities, real or imaginary : he 
quotes Granger, ^ Pocock, HaflTelquitz, and from 
their teftimony difcovers a crowd of difeafes floats 
i.ng down the Nile; as if mankind were not afflidied 
with eyery pne of thefe maladies in all parts of the 
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tartb, as wfell as * in Egypt, the elcpbantiafis ti^w 
cepted, which is very rare in Lower Egypt, an4 
abfolutely unknown in Upper Egypt, where like-, 
wife the inhabitants bave nothing' to cj[ucpcb tbeiir 
thirft but the water of the Nile, 

During my journey, neither I nor my com^ 
panions had any thipg to drink befide the fimplc 
water of the Nile. We drank it ii) all feafons, 
even when the inundation rendere4 it fo turbi4 
with mud, that it was thick, reddife, aad perfedly 
flifgufting to the eye ; yet none of us effperience4 
the lead inconvenience from it, or fufFered any 
complaint, that could reafonably be attributed tq 
it*8 ufe. For my part I drank it in immqderat? 
quantities, as I have always been tormented with a 
raging thirft in hot countries ; .yet it never did me 
any harm: on the contrary I obferved, that i$ 
pafled off very fpeedily, of courfe if s falubrity can- 
not be queftioned. People who bave refided in 
Egypt for feveral years, and who bave had nothing 
to drink but the water of the Nite, fpeak highly in 
It's praife : and, far from deeming it a fourcc of 
difeafe, in their opinion it has been the caufe of tha 
jbeahh they have enjoyed. Such too is the general 
belief of the Egyptians, who not only efteem thi$ 
water as very wholefome, but afcribe tp it mar-p 
♦ellous virtues, 

On^ 
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One of the fables to which the Nile has given 
birth^ is that of it's, fermentation^ which^ accorditig 
to the faperftitioas tradiUon of the Copts adopCe4 
fcy fom6 tfavclfcrs,''^ commences at the time what 
it's water begins to rife^ that is at the fummer 
fblftice. They have gone fo far as to fix the dajf 
and hour of the firft figns of its rile, which arc 
diilirnguiihed by a peeuHar dew, known by the 
ftame 6f the Jrop, that ialls juft before the dawn of 
the day on which the Copts celebrate the .feaft of 
St. Michael, anfwering to the 17th of what waa 
€)ur month of June* To eyes fafcinated by igno* 
i^nce this dew is nothing. le&.tban the archangel 
himfelf^ fent by the Derty, to produce n fefmenta* 
tion ia the river, free the country it waters, from the 
difeafes tb^t prevail^ purify the air^ aio^d give iiew 
vigour ta ail being. At the very time while tbcfo 
Wonders W4re operating, the water of the Nile waa 
eonfidered as particularly unwholeibme, and pro- 
du^ive of difeafefrr fengular efFcfis of the bene- 
di^ion of Heaven^ and the arrival of St. J^/RchscU 
This Corrupted ftate of the waters^ lihich accom** 
panied the general purification, continued. &me* 
times forty days, diwing which the inhabitants yfcm 
puazled where to get any liquid to quench thek 
thlrft witb fafetyi A^l this has been laid again mid 
agaiii^ with many other things which I omit r but ai 

.. ' . : ' ■ " > 

♦ Sec Vanflcb. Nouv. Rektm de PEgyptc^ V- ^^1 a^d foljow- 
iogy with fercral others* 
- ^ fable 
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' feble is riot lefs febulous for havidg palled thrdugh 
the pens of feveral writers. It appears! to hav6 
grown obfolete even in Egypt, for I have feen the . 
w^ter of the Nile drawn and drunk at all times, 
and at all hours, without any one Teeming to ap- 
prehend the leaft danger from it's ufe* 

• The method employed in this counltry io putify 
the water, of the Nile,, when it is loaded with mud^ ' 
is generally kno\l^n. Savary has mentioned it ; and 
be^re him Profper Alpinus defcribed it more at 
large. It is as follows : The water being put into 
a large jar, a few fweet almonds^ llightly bruifed^ 
are beaten up in it, and the edges of the jar are allb 
rubbed with almonds. The water is then left to 
fettle for a few hours, in which time it becomes 
clear and limpid, all the heterogeneous matter con* 
tained in it fubfiding to the bottom of the jar. 

- When the water has been thus purified, it is 
poured out for ufe into little vefiels of clay, dried, 
bttt unbaked, which the Turks call bardacks, the 
Arabs kolktt. Thefe veflels arc not glared, either 
within or without, and being expofed to the open 
air> the water tranfudes through their pores, fo 
that the continual evaporatioji eools it admirably. 
Thefe veflels are formed with different degrees of 
elegance : the moll valued ate procured from Suez, 
and thofc in moil common ufe are brought from 
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f^efmey a Tiftle town in Upper Egjrpt. Thcfc fcrve 
both for cups and glailes : at table^ as well as be- 
tween meals, every one drinks out of thefe com- 
ijfion vcifels. They arc ufually covered with a cap 
made of ruihes; and people of fortune burn ia 
them Scio maftic, the penetrating odour of which 
pervades the porous fubftaiice, which remains im- 
pregnated With it a long time, and imparti^o the 
water a perfume, that requiiies the aid of habit to 
render it pleafing. 

If the ufe of the water of the Nile have bcea 
confidered as the fource of various difeafes,. the 
climate of Egypt has long been deemed the focus 
pf the moil dreadful maladies. A number of writers, 
particularly Mr. Pauw, who is perpetually decrying 
5gypt, have aflerted this country to be the cradle of 
the plague, that irrefiftible inftrument of death, and 
the theatre of it*s mod cruel devafiations. This opi- 
nion, repeated by one after another, has been tranf- 
lotted even down to our own days. So lately as 
177 2f, a phyfician at Paris affirmed, that Egypt was 
the birth place of the plague, * Dr. Samoilovitz, a 
Ruffian phyfician, wrote alfo about the fame time, 
that the plagUe prevailed habitually in Afia, and 

* Expirienus pur porveuir a determiner la Nature du Feuinfefit* 
hntiel, l^c; by Mauduit, M- D, Journal dc Fh^qw^ Au-« 

more 
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mart partfeul^irijr in Egypt. The Hvdrl^ v^s not 
undeceived on thiis fufbjecd: till Savary, and citizea 
Volney, publiftied accounts of their travels^ and 
perhaps the miflaken notion is not yet generalljir 
fxpiodedi ^ 

it is a matter of abfolute certainty^ boweireri 
tiiat t^ plague^ which is epidemicin fcveral coun^ 
tries of the Eaily is not fo in Egypt, where it ncvei^ 
originates. When it (hows itfelf in this country, it 
has*Blways been brought into it, either from fomd 
patt'of Turkey, or from the interior parts of Afr 
tica. The latter, which is called the Said plagufe^ 
becaufe it comes from Upper Egypt> is mocb 
dreaded : in reali^ It is much more fetal t^ that 
which is brought from other quarters. •/ 

One proof, tbfit the climate of E^ypt^ far fronf 
pfpducing the moft deftrufiive of all contagious 
difeafes, appears rather to refift it's introdu6lion| 
is> that at the time of my joumey5 the plague had 
not made it's appearance for more than twelvd 
years, though the inhabitants employ no precau^ 
tions-againfi it* Veflels from Conftantinople^ tbd 
true focus of a contagion that continually exifts/ 
frequently arrived at Alexandria ; and caravans 
from the interior part of Africa came to Cairo fe- 
Vcral times in a year ; yet no fymptoin of thd' 
plague made it's appearance* It is even known/ 
' • that 
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that in 1780, a Turkifli man-of-war^ having the 
plague on board, caime into the old harbour oi 
Alexandria. A man, that happened to be near %, 
cheft which was. opened, dropped down dead, ia 
^n/equence of the pcftiferous miafmata that iHUed 
from it : y^t all the Turks belonging to this (hip 
came aa (bor^ and walked about the city, without 
any peribn feeling the leaft uneaiinels on account 
of it, and not the flightefl* accident enfued from 
their intercourfe with the inhabitants. 

Thus we need feel no anxiety for our country-* 
men^ by whofe labours and exploits Egypt is now 
honoured, as it was formerly by it's civilization an4 
works of art, and in whofe fate we are fo much 
interefied. This country is by no means the cra^ 
dk of th plague^ the Arabs and Turks, by whom 
it is inhabited, are not the authors of this epidemic 
diftafci they do not let it Jpring up^ a$ we may fay ^ 
tmder their feet ;* and the moft fimple precaution^ 
would be fufficient to banift it from JEgypt for 
ever. When it does appear, which is rarely, it 
makes great ravages ; which very circumftance i^ 
fuiUcient, to prove that it is not an habitual oct 
currence. It fpread^ with rapidity, and it's efFe<9s 
are^lt in a terrible manner; fo^tbat the Turic$ 

* Recbmbe^ Phik/ofbiqifesy Scc» ; vol. i. p. 91. 

Vol. II, ^ C • confider 
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confider it as much more fatal, than that afnid 
which they arc accuftomed to live^ It always made. 
it's appearance in the -month of April ;and, what- 
is very lingular, it never failed to ceafe at once at 
the fummer folflice. This period accordingly was 
f he term of the precautions taken by the foreign 
merchants at Alexandria. Their houfes \yere open- 
ed again, and their ufual habits of intercourie 
were refamed, before they had made any inquiry 
concerning the ftate of the difeafe ; fo firmly were 
they aflTured, that it's fury had reached it's limits. 
The Alexandrians expreffed the proverb they had 
adopted from experience in the lingua Fraoca : 

Samt-Jean venire gandonf^ andar. 

C .'■'••■ 

" It muft be confefied, however, that, if the plague 
and other difeafes, which derive their origin from 
putrid miairnata, were fo rare, it was not for want 
of the Egyptians doing every thing in their power 
to render them common. They neglefted the 
moft ordinary precautions. Under the hands of 
thefc barbarians, not only were almofl: all the ap- 
pearances of the ancient grandeur of Egypt effaced, 
but works indifpcnfable' to the fertility of the foil, 
and falubrity of the air, were daily difappearing. 
Marfhes occupied the place of ufeful lakes : • fome 
canals were filled up : others, qn the point of being 

, * T}ie plague : jn Arabic kmthbe. 

fo 
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fo by the quantity of mud left in them^ were no^ 
thing but a body of ftagnant water during one part 
of the year, the fetid effluvia of which were difie- 
minated iar around. The ftenc^h arifing frqm the 
carcaies of dead animals infefted the country^ and 
fi>mettmes eVen the precih6ls of the towns. In 
ihort, it feemed as if th^ inhabitants ftudjed to 
irender their country unheahhy . What an opinion^ 
then, muft we entertain of the goodnefs of a cli- 
mate, which, in fpite of the efforts of the fpirit of 
deftru6lion, in fpite of the mifchiefs of carelefs ig- 
norance, had acquired no dangerous influence ! 

In h&, no epidemic difeafes prevail here. The. 
ftraoger newly arrived is attacked by none of thofe 
violent and inflammatory fevers, which colledl 
liic.tribute impofed by death on our Weft-India 
iilands ; and is equally exempt from the torment 
oftbofe tedious interipittepts, which^ in the. fame 
colonies, are the harbingers of dropfy and various . 
obftru6Uons. The days of the native, or of the 
flranger, are not threatened by frequent difeafe* 
Of us four Frenchmen, two only >vere attacked by 
indifpp&tion. In Upper Egypt I was afflided 
with an inflannnation in one of my eye$ ; and our 
draughtfman was long before he could free himfelf 
from a cutaneous diforder, which he carried thi- 
ther with him. All the reft of the time we en- 
joyed perfeft health. You may fee Turlq^^arriyc 
i C 2 from 
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6om Gofrftttitiilople^ irmrn obtby d^haucbifyivA 
dffeafes confequent to it^ wbd^ afte^ a little Rsf itt 
tbid ocmirtiyv yciftiriie at leaft the extfcrnd apfrtsatw 
ance of healths All the reafoning in t^e world 
can be of itd> weight, when oppofed to fA&st ani^ 
let a inan add* diileftation to diilertation, as Mfv 
Pauw had done, to prove thk Egypt cofotain© tb« 
feeds 6f ift infinite niltobef of difeafes, e^tperienW, 
the mb^ clear of all demonflirations, will atteft th0 - 
ptirity and falubrity of it*s air. 

A few iraees of the pricantions taken by f Ii* 
ancient Egyptians in burying their dead, are ftill 
tb be found aniong their modern fucceflbrS; Thcfe 
^re ftratigert to the art of etnbalming,' it i^ itvttt 
biit thfe care with which they difpofc of the bodiei 
of the dead, though this, it muft be eoftfefJed, h 
d5ttrte<Sled With the precepts of the Mahometan 
rSHgion, is the remtiant, or if you pleife^ the (h^ 
dttW^ df dttdent arid forgotten praftice, 

A& foon as a perfon is dead^ the Egyptians h4fc 
tfen to prcft the different parts of the CGrpfe,'te 
fret it ftoitt ill impurities ; Wafti it feveril ttftiei ; 
(have it ; pull out all th6 hair ; ftop up eveiy 
aperture cloffely iivlth cotton; and pour over It 
odorj^rous waters, fo that all it's pores are pehd- 
trated With the p^Humfes of Arabia. After a pTdy 
fdfiOtt Of thefe memions to cle^ulihtfi, and^n^fte 
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^ TefpeA for the iaa^oimatc remains of tbe de- 
eeo&d, 4^ ooipfe is committed to tbe earthy and 
depofited in tiie bofbm of elicrnity. A little piUar 
of Aonie, tenttinated by a turban^ is ereiSbd onrer 
tbe <fot> mbept tbe iie^ of tbe deceafed repofes^ 
and to this mark his Yrieods .repiair every Friday^ 
to repeat their melancholy adieus. The womea 
iicMer &il to pay the^ vifitS5 and exprefsitheir hofpcs 
md ngttts in religions gaoidations ! tlie tears tof 
the ^n^bter ^wtater the face of the mother^ and the 
Sghs 4tif 1>h€ mother prolong In ber mkd with pain*- 
Ail 'remembranoe tbe eKi^nce of the cbildren iht 
bte loft; i &j notbing of 4^ tears pf buftmd 
and wift^ for ln4his4!^ott{ytry their relation is mereiy 
tbatof mafier and flava. 

Tbis^ious-exprcfffion of regard to the dead, fo 
negleAed bj^ us in the Wei^, is a fiicred duty 
among the people of the Eaft, and is no where 
taore pundluaHy fulfflled^ Tbe idea, that in death 
we muft renounce every mark of afFe6lion from all 
who have been moft dear to us, afflidls the mind, 
:8md finks it into delpondency : but he, who is 
aflui^ed, Aat expreffions of regret and the moft 
tender fenthnenti will Accompany him in the grave; 
that an afffbdlionate and durable intercourfe wiR 
fttbfift between the living and the dead ; that, when 
fcis^yes are etefed to the light, he will nevcrtbe- 

C3 • lefs 
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lefs be fiirroundpd by thofe, who were the objedb 
af his regard ; feeling as if his mental enjoyments 
would be perpetuated, • and be more delicious be- 
caufe Ids diftraded by other obje&s^ will enter 
with >coUrage into that fpecies . of immortalit jp 
jttrhich fenfibility prepares for hifa; 

lit. . . ', ' V .'•: '." ■ • : " ^ . ' _ ■ 

c However great the refpcA paid to the d^cea^ 
'i>y the Orientals, they do not: think,, that tbe bo-r 
^ies <rf their departed friends baye any right j5q irir 
jure tbofe they leave behind them. ..Solitude iSind 
filence tod are beft adapted to the frequent laftd 
Jnelancholy vifits they receive. The Ifift .f^cat^ 
of the dead are not mingled with the dweStogfUof 
the living. The cemetei:ies are l^rge, ftill^:/^jMj- 
fate enclofures, without the limits of the town ; 
and' the bodies, are covered with a bed of earth; fo 
thick as to be fecure dgainft derangement fi:oin 
time: a delicate precaution, the fpurce of whiih 
may be traced to the niceft feelings. 

Biers covered with cloth, of no determinate co- 
lour, are employed in Egypt for conveying the de- 
ceafed to the place of interment A turban,, tb© 
privileged head^drefe of a Mulfulnian, is placed on 
thccloth over the head ; and that the corpfe may 
be diftinguiflied in all refpe<fts froni that of a Chrif^ 
tian, it is carried with the head foremoft. It is 
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pFe§fi4ci<l jby priefts reciting paflages rf the Koran ; 
and, women are hired to follow it vyith t^ars and 
lamentations. It roay be prcfumcd, the number 
of priefts and hired riipurnQrs that attend, will be 
in proportion to the. money ^xpended on the od-. 
cafion^ , 

At Rofetta there was no place deftined for the 
receptipn of the Franks, that might, happen to 
die there ; fo th^t, they wbre, conveyed to Alex- 
andria,, and interred in the conveiit of St.. George. 
The corpfc was attended by the clergyman, an in* 
terpreter, and a janiflary ; and as the journey wa^ 
made -by Jan d,[ the funeral was expenfive, . 

^ After having fpoken of the cemeteries of Egypt, 
it is natural tp fay a word or two of the difeafes^^ 
which molt commonly lead to them. Putrid and 
inflammatory ^ diforders, though neither frequent 
nor epidemic, attack perfons of bilious techpera- 
ments. Dyfenteries occur here, though they do 
not-prevail fo often as in Europe. . Hernias are by 
XiO meails rare ; though they are not occafionea 
by the water of the Nile^ as fome a\Tth6rs haVe 
iiflefted. Their real catifes ire the f'elaiation in- 
duced by the habitual ufe of the warm bath ; exer- 
cife on horfe-back, ; and ftill more the exceffive 
amplitude, of certain parts of the drefii worn in 

C4 thi* 
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{bid tbttiffr^.^ Cutaneous dttbaies ttre cMitndil t 
ihd would bfe ftill rriore pfe^aknt, were it not Ibf 
the ufe of th6 bath. The leprofy, and that horri- 
ble cbm^laint the elephantiafis, fometimes rdak6, 
their appearance ; but they feem not to be vety 
contagious^ for individuals labouring under them 
are but rarely feen. 

Tfce Iaft-mfenti6ned fpecies of feprofy, io whicb 
tlie ancient Egyptians alfo were liable^ dries up 
and hardfens the epidermis of the legs, and renders 
them very large, rijgous, and fimilar in appearancb 
to tbofe of tbe elephant, ft is pecidiar to dfe 
northern part of Egypt ; Srery feldom appearing 
much beyond Cairo, as the ancients had already 
temarked.-f' Hillary, who obferved this dry' le- 
J)rofy at Barbadoes, never faw both legs fwelled at 
the iame time :I|: in Egypt, on the contrary, they 
equally acquire a hideous magnitude. No remedy 
for this difeafe is yet known : but the talents ahd 
fefearches oif^bur French phyficians will nodbtrbt 

^ifcoverone. They will likdwife iiave'atnoppW- 

> 
, * Certainly a tight waHtband inuft ttuhar contribute to the 
grodudion of hernia, than a6t as a prcfervativc ^againft it ; if 
we except the umbilical, which is far from the moft common 
fpecies. — ^T. 
- t Efi ehpbas mifrhus qui propter Jhtmina Nilt 

OigmttiTf Egjpta in tMedio mefueipretneau/fuam 

Lucretius, 
X W. Hillary on the Glandular Difeafe of Barbadoes. 

tunity 
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tntiity of arcertaiRing the efficacy of the metfeod 
employed for the cure of the elepb^htiafis by the 
Hindoo phyficiaos, which is defcribed With great 
^ care ih the fecond volume of the 'Alfiatic Reftsarchesi 
jpriirted at Calcutta. i - 

P^rfiaps there is not a countiy upon ^rth,' 
tvhere the diforder that corrupts the fources of 
ftrture gefierations is more widely diiFufeJd than 
Jn Egypt. If 8 ravages, though checked!'' by the 
w&ilbth df the climate, copious perfpirartioti, and 
warm baths, att not the lefs forinidabft; • and, as 
iio remedies are employed/ to ftop their jpmgrefs, 
ttey ibmrtimes produce theinoft terrible effects. 

Ophthalmia, or inflammation of the eyes, is a 
£ieaie, that maiy truly be deemed endemic here. 
Egypt is the country of the one-eyed and blind. 
Eyes perfbiMy found, and eye-lids neither bleared 
tsar fwdled, are rarely to be lecn. Misfortune toQ 
has it's bodies corporate ; and the revolt of that of 
the blind at Cairo has fometitnes made the govern-^ 
inetft tremble. 

If we may believe Haflclquitz,* the vapours 
that exhale from the ftagnanrt waters are the chteP 

^ l^sMdB m<fehe Leittfnt, FteoxAx Tranflation, part ii. p. 11 T^ 
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^aufe of thefe difordcrs of- the ey^. But the aa- 
cient Egyptians paicj thci utmod atteption to their 
canals: they cleaned them/ anji.left in then\ no 
water, to ftagnate : , yet they alfp .were liable to 
ophthalmia. On the fame principle^ this author 
attributes the greater prevalence of complaints of 
the eyes. at Cairo, than in any other, part of Egypt, 
to the exhalations from the canal, -that traverfes 
this city. Yet, in. the ilipnth of Auguft, the very, 
period' when the mod, fetid vapours .exhale from 
this.c^nal, I fpent almoft whole, days at the win- 
dow of an apartment looking over it^ without p,QXj 
ceiving the leaft inconvenience, exgppt the offeft- 
jfive fmell. If there be, more ,blind p^rfons at pair^ 
than elfewhere, itis becaufe it's population is very 
coofiderable; and befides, the popr^.rpjxjiir thither 
from all parts, in hope^ pf finding more affift^nce. 
Diforders of the eyes, however, are equally preva-r 
lent in the other parts of Egypt; and though at 
Cairo Iprefer\^ed my eyes unhurtj, I.iyas veryyuqar 
lofing one of them at Said- , . " ' » ^ 

The exceffive heat, the air^ impregnated with 
nitrous particles, the acrid and burning duft which 
the winds diffufe through the air, ^re the chief 
caufi^s of diforders of the eyes. I have had frequeqft 
opportunities of experiencing this. If the wind 
blew a little ftrong, I could not expofe ftiyfelf to 
it for. an inftant in the middle of the day^ on the 
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terrace of the houfe in which I dwelt at Cairo, 
without experienciiig a very- painful inflammation 
in. the eyes. The burning pain often continued 
for feveral days ; and I couM not get rid gf it with- 
out the ufe of cooling lotions. 

. AiBong the caufes of that blindneft, which is fo 
common at Cairo, and in all the large towns, muft 
be reckoned the frequent watering of the fireets 
and apartments. To temper the heat, a great 
quantity of water is fprinkled over them feveral 
times in a day. The ground, for the Areets are 
not paved, being heated to a great degree, fends 
up after thefe waterings nitrous and fiery exhala- 
tions, which are ofFenfive to the eyes. After I 
was cured of the ophthalmia, with which I had 
been attacked, my eyes remained very weak, atid I 
obferved, that whenever the ground was watered, 
or the gallery in which I was, I felt pain in my 
eyes, and was blind for a few moments. This is a 
remark, that I believe had never yet been made. 
There can be no doubt, that water, fprinkled 
Gopiouily and repeatedly on a burning foil, which 
contains abundance of faline particles, muft fend 
up acrid vapours, which may be confidered as one 
of the principal caufes .of blindnefs. 

Some fecondary caufes exift, to render difeafes oC 
the eyes more frequent^ than they were among the 
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ancietit'figyptianfs ; as iht bftd quality at tlie^ 
. ments^ on which the preient iDbabitants of tht 
. country (tcdy and which impart to the fluids 2m 
acnmonyf that neceflarily induces fevemlidiibrderty 
particularly thofe of the organ of fig^ ^ to wfaidi 
muft be added the extreme propcnfity of the 
Egyptians to pleafures^ which are ieidom tbofe of 
love.*' 

'■ ' ■^■ 
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CHAR xxin. 

Bafersm 

EyERY one knows In what the circumcificui 
of males confifts : every one knows, that the 
Jews and Mahometans ate ciroqmciled* # Among 
%e ancient Egyptians it was confidered as an in-* 
diijpenfable operation. Whether their climate ne^ 
oeflarily required it, is a quefiion, which I ihaU 
not attempt to reiblve here ; though to me it ap« 
pears almoft inponteftible, that circumcifion, if not 
abiblutely neceilary, is at lead of great utility in thia 
country, ainockg a rude and negligent people. It if 
pra^tifed likewife by the Copts, who, not thinking 
&emfelves fuiEciently fecure of an entrance into^ 
paradife in confequence of the baptifm they receive 
as Chriftians, reckon circumcifion among the pre- 
cepts of their religion, as well as the Mahometans 
with whom they live* How ftrange is a( religious, 
practice, which nature difavows, and which cannot 
be mentioned without offence to modefty I The 
particulars of an operation, which is the fame 
jUtfong all who follow the religion of Mahomet, 
wl}l find their propcsr place in my Travels in Turkey : 
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bt^t in Egjrpt it is not confined to males, there is a 
ipecies of it appropriated to females likewife. 

This was equally ufed by the ancient Egyptians, 
and has been tranfmitted by them to their defcend* 
aiit*, by whom alraie it is pradifed ; for thofc 
foreigners, whj have come to fettle in the country, 
fcave not fubmitted to it, and do not find it necef- 
iary.; ' lam aware of the diflSculty of treating fub- 
jedls of fuch a nature, without exciting ideas differ- 
ent from thofe, that arife in the mind of the na- 
tuValift intent on Tiis refcarche»t but this point olf 
the natural Biftory of man is too important, to be 
paflcd'over in fiJence, and no perfon before me h^s 
examined and deterniined it with' accuracy. In 
my defcription I (hall confine myfelf to the terms, 
which the anatomill has confecrated to the ufe of 
Icicnce; for if in any cafe it be allowable, • to em-' 
^oy expreffions not very intelligible to mankind 
at large, it 'is unquefliopably on fuch delicate 
Aibjedls.' ' 

^ It was well known, that the Egyptian women 
were accuftdmed to the pradlice of, cirdimcifloti ; ' 
but people were not agreed on the motives, which 
induced them to fubmit to the operation. Moft 
of thofe who have written on the fubje6l^, have con- 
fidered it as a retrenchment of a portion of th*^ 
nymphae, which haye been iaid. to. grow to an 
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enormous fi^e in this country. Others, ' among 
whom muft be diftinguiihed that illuftrious travel- 
ler James Bruce,* have fuppofed, that it was no- 
thing lefs than an amputation of the clitoris, the 
elongation of which, according to thefe authors, 
was a difgufting deformity. Mr. Bruce has given 
it the name of excifion^ 2l term which his able tranf- 
lator %a8 introduced into the French language, and 
for which indeed it would not be eafy to find a 
competent fubftitute. 

Before I had an opportunity of afcertaining the 
nature of the circumcifion of the Egyptian female^, 
I too had fuppofed it to confift in the retrench- 
ment of an elongation of the nymphae or clitoris, 
adapted to the circumftances, and according as 
they were more or lefs elongated. Indeed it is very 
probable, that thefe operations have been per- 
formed, not only in Egypt, but in feveral other 
countries in the Eaft, where the heat of the cli- 
mate, and other caufes, may produce too luxuriant 
a growth of thefe parts : and this I have the moro 
reafon to think, fince, on confulting feveral Turks, 
who had fettled at Rofetta, refpe6ting the circum- 
cifion of their wives, I could obtain from them no 
other idea, but that pf thefe painful mutilations. 
They likewife explained to me the motives.' Curious 
"idmirers, ag has been fecn, of fmooth and polifhed 

? TraYcls to difcovcr the Source of the Nile. 
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&rfiicc5, every inequality, every protuberance, i$iok 
tlicir eyes a dilgufting faujL They pretend, too^ 
that one of thefe operations abates the ardour of the 
conftitutions of their wives, and diminifhes their 
facility of procuring illicit enjoyments. Barbarou* 
refinement of tyranny, and laft degree of debafc- 
ment of one half of the human fpecies, which tho 
other moulds for it's ploafure by cruelty, and at 
the will of it's defpotic jealouly ! 

Niebuhr relates, that Forfkal, and another of 
bis fellow travellers, having exprefled to a great man 
of Cairo, at whofe country feat they were, the great 
defire they had to examine a girl that had been cir-r 
cumcifed, their obliging hoft immediately ordered 
a country girl, eighteen years of age, to be fent for, 
and allowed them to examine her at their eafe* 
Their painter made a drawing of the parts after the 
life, in profence of feveral Turkifli domQftics; but 
|ie drew with a trembling hand, as they were ap-^ 
prehenlive pf the confequences it might bring upo^ 
them from the Mahometans.* Mr. Niebuhr hag 
not publiftied this drawing made with jbl trem-» 
bling hand,-!^ and gives us no farther information 
refpe^ling this circumcifion. It is evident, how-v 

* Niebuhr's Defcription de T Arabic, vol. i. p. 71. 
t Profeflbr Blumenbach has ^vcn a plate from it, by Nie- 
buht's permifEon, in bis work De Gemris Mtmani F^Utate nmi 
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cv^-, from what preceded, that this trtivellcr faw 
nothing in it but the amputation of the tiympho 
and clitoris, the enlargement of which is fo much 
diilikied by huibands in thefe countHis* 

. .J •' 
I fafpetflcd, that there muil be fonlething more 
in it than^ an excefs of thefe parts : an inconveni* 
ence, which, being far from general among the 
women, could not have given rife to an ancient 
and univcrfal praftice. Determining to remove all 
my doubts on this fubje6i^ I took the refolution, 
which every one to whom the inhabitants of Egypt 
are known will deem fufiiciently bold, not to 
procure a drawing of a circumcifed female, but to 
have the operation performed under my own eyes. 
Mr. Fometi, whofe complaifatlce and intelligencd 
were fo frequently of fervice to me, readily under- 
took to affift me in the bufinefs ; and a Turk, who 
aded as broker to the French merchants, brought 
into my chamber, at Rofetta, a woman, whofd 
trade it was to perform the operation ^ with two 
young girls, of whom one was going to be circum- 
cifed, the other had been circumcifed two years 
before. Mr. Forneti, the Turkifti broker, the 
jani/firy of the confulihip, and mjfclf, w«re the 
only men prefent at the ceremony. , 

In the firft place I examined the little girl, that 

,was to be circumcifed. She was about eight years 

Yoh.U. D old, 
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4id, anH a( the Egyptian race^ t wu miitlx ^* 
prifed at obfeinring a thick, flabby^ fleHiy excref» 
cence* Covered with 6a% taking it^s rife from abov« 
the opening of the labia^ and hanging do^n it half 
an inch. A pretty accarate idea thay be formed of 
it^s iizd, and even of it's (bap6, froth thependbloua 
canmcie on the beajki of a tdrkey-cteL 

The^lrortian^ vrhd was to perform the opd^tiooy 
fat down on the floor, made the Httle girl feat her-^ 
feff before her ; and^ without any preparation^ cut 
off the finglilar excrefcence I have juft ddcribed^ 
with an old razor. The girl did not give any ligna 
of feeling much pain. A few allies taken up be« 
tween the finger arid thumb were the only topical 
amplication. en^ploy^, though a coniiderable qoazr- 
tity of blood was difcharged from the Wound* The 
woman touched neither the nymphe^ nor eKtoris^ 
which oarts did not appear externally, either in thif 
girl^ or in the other, who had been circumcifed^ 
and was older* 

In this confifts the circnmcidon of the Egyptian 
females ; and it will eafily he conceived, that it is 
a necefiary operation, fince this elongated caruncle, 
as it may be called^ increafes with age, fo that if it 
were'fufFered to grow, it would entirely cover the 
OS externum. . The woman afTured me, that, by 
the age of five and twenty, it would exceed four 
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incbes ih leiigtb. It is peculiar to women of 
.£;gyptiai) defcent t all others^ even tliofe who are 
iettled abd naturalised as it were in the country^ 
are exempt from it. 

it is nAt tifUal to defer this operation till the 
period of pobert)% which arrives Iboner here than 
Hi our more northern climes, but the Egyptian 
girls are generdly freed from this inconvenient 
fuperfluity at the age of leven or eight. T]he wo- 
men who are in the habit of performing this opera- 
tion, which is attended with little difficulty, as may 
be judged ifrom what has been faid, come from 
Said. They travel through the towns and villages^ 
^crying in the llreets, *^ who wants a good circum- 
tifer ?" A fuperftitious tradition has marked the 
commencement of the rife of the Nile as the period, 
at which it ought to be performed ; and accord- 
ingly, to the other difficulties I had to furmount 
, was added that of finding parents, who would con^ 
fent to the circumcifion of their daughter at a fea- 
Ibn, fo diftant from that which is confidered as the 
mod favourable; for this was done in the winter: 
but money removed this obftacle, as it did the reft. 

if now we confider the nature of an excrcfcence, 
\vhich is a diftinguiflbing mark of the native Egyp- 
tian women, we (hall find in it fome conformity 
with that, which is peculiar to certain nations at the 
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Other extremity of Africa. BufFon refufed to credit 
the teftimony of the only traveller, who had faid, 
that the Egyptian women have a kind of hard Ikin, 
growing above', the os pubis, and hanging down 
very low, which they deftroy by cauterizing it.* 
The account given by Thevenot, however, was 
true, and much left exaggerated than ' thofe of 
Kolben, and the jefuit Tachard, when their imagi- 
nations led them to paint the natural apron of the 
Hottentots. 

If it be true, that this natural veil is not exadlly 
what was defcribed, it appears at leaft, that pe- 
remptorily to deny it's exiftence was wrong;-!- and 
if it be not common to all the women of the fouth 
of Africa* at leaft it can no longer be difputed, that 
it is found among fome of the nations inhabiting 
that part of the globe. A celebrated modern travel- 
ler at firft fuppofcd this peculiarity to be fabulous, 
becaufe he did not meet with it in the diftrids 
which he traverfed : but it afterwards came under 
bis obfervation among fome of the wild Hottentots, 
at a confiderable diftance from the Cape. , He has 
given a delineation of one of thefe female Hotten- 
tots, from which it feems,*as if the peculiarity con- 
lifted in an elongation of the mufcular fubftancc 

♦ Hifi. Nat, de V Homme. 

+ Sparraann's Voyage au Cap de Bonne-Efperance, vol. i. 
p. 239 and 245. 
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covering the os pubis/ which feparatcs into two 
parts, as it falls perpendicularly over the labia. The 
author himfelf, however, who confidcrs this fingu- 
larity as the cffcS: of art, or rather a whim of 
fafhion, fays, that it is an elongation of the labia 
tbemfelves, the diftention of which is commenced 
by rubbing and pulling them, and completed by 
the fufpenfion of weights, till they fometimcs at- 
tain the length of nine inches.* If Vaillant could 
have beftowed a little more time on his obfcrva- 
tions of a point fo curious in the natural hiftory of 
man, he would probably have found, that this 
extraordinary diftention, which was rcprefented to 
liim as the efFed: of art, was the work of nature 
alone. In fa6l it is difficult to conceive, how the 
fuperior part of the labia can acquire any confidera- 
Me length, whatever methods we may fuppofe to 
be employed for the purpofe. When, too, we re- 
flect:, that at the oppofite extremity of the fame 
continent there is a people, whofe females have a 
natural excrefcence, differingfrom that of the Hot- 
tentots examined by Vaillant only in being fingle, 
and not bifurcated ; when we are allured, that this 
excrefcence is not the eiFedl of any art whatever 
employed for the purpofe, fince the women are 
bom with it, and are eager to have it removed; 
we are naturally led to the fuppofition, that it is 

* Vaillant's Travels into the interior Parts of Africa, Part I. 
vol. ii. 
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iK>t confined to tfec Egyptian women alone, ^\i^ 
extends from their country to the Cape of GoocJ 
Hope, in a line which iecludes the (warthy nations 
only, and not the negrpes, among whom nothing 
of the kind i§ to be fccn. This conjecture ac- 
quires fome weight from the certainty we have, 
that the Abyffinian women pra6life' circumcifion 
as well as the Egyptian ; a\id t^ov^gh we have no 
certain information refpeCting the ir^otive for peN 
forming this operation in A^yflinia, it is more 
than probable, that it arifes from a *:^miiar con- 
formation in both ; particularly, aa the women,, 
who make a trade of circuri>cifirig gfrls in Egypt, 
came from that part of the country, wtuch i& 
neareft to Abyffinia. 

I contrived to procure myfelf alio, in my own 
houfe a fpecSlacle of a different kind/ Nature had' 
afforded the fubjedl of the former ; but this was a; 
remarkable fpecimen of the extravagance of riian^ 
The race of tfylli, thp people who flattered them-^' 
felves with poffeffing the qiiajity of fitting fer- 
pents at defiance, charrning them, making them 
follow them at their call, aYid curing their bites, 
ilill exifts in Egj^pt. There is a fe6l calied Saadis^ 
from the ng.me of their founder, a Yaibt highlyv 
venerated by the Mahometans in this country* 
This Saadi had an uncle, a great riiail in Syria;' 
Being fcnt one day for a, bundle of fticks, when' 
■" ■• '■■■ ' •'■ - ■-' hi 
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be bad cut his &ggpt fmm t^e ihnibs that' grow 
in the wildernefsj he was at a lofe for a band. Ai^ 
tcr much fcarch to i?o purppfe, he^bethoaght him* 
felf of tying together a few fcrpents, and with thig 
living cprd he bound up his flicks, The oncle^ 
delighted with his nephew'§ ingenttity, faid to him : 
/' go about your bufinefs ; you may now be left to 
^^yourfijli^ for you know more thi^n I/- Imme^ 
diately qn this the learned youth <ct out upon his 
travels^ charming (erpent^ by his wonderful and 
Aipematural (kill, and hafl a gr^at riumber of dif- 
ciples^ to whom he communicated his talent* His 
tpmh is near D^mafcus^ and is filled with ferpent^ 
^d other yenomous creatures, ar«PPg which you. 
ipay lie 4own and fleep, witboqt the leaft danger. 

Such is the fuperfiltiQus origin of a very num.^r- 
<)ius feS i^ Egypt, every individual of whic^/ iri- 
heitts the art of it's founder. Every year they 
cekb.rate. his feftival, in a ra;mner faitabie to their 
^ftitutU)n. They walk in propcffion through th^ 
ilree^, each holding in his band, a living ferpcnt, 
which he bites, gnaws, and fwallow^ piecemeal, 
with frightful grimace^ and contortipcxs. This kf-- 
tival, hpwever, \yhi9h I lia4 a wifh to fee, is cele- 
brated in the fummer i and I was extremt^ly dclir- 
pu&of a cbfe examination of one of thefe ferpent- 
4saters. ^ov, this pprpofe Mr. Forneti and I took 

D 4 the 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ TRAVELS m UPPEE 

the fame fteps, as we had done in the .bufincfsQf 
^the circumcifion, and a faadi came to my apart- 
ment, accomp^ied by a prieft of his fedl. The 
.prieft carried in his bofom a large ferpent of a 
dulky green, and copper colour, which he was 
continually handling; and after hiving recited a 
prayer, he delivered it to the faadi. I obferved, 
that the teeth of the reptile had been extraded ; 
it was, howeverj very lively. 

With a vigorous hand, the faadi feized the fer- 
pent, which twifted itfelf round his naked arm. 
He began to appear agitated ; his countenance 
was difcompofed ; his eyes rolled ; he uttered ter- 
rible cries, bit the animal in the head, and tore off 
a morfel, which we faw him chew and ■, fwallow. 
On this his agitation became convulfive ; his bowl- 
ings were redoubled, his limbs writhed, his coun- 
tenance aflumed the features of madnefs, and his 
jnouth, diftended by terrible grimaces, was all in 
a foam. Every now and then he devoured a frefti 
jnorfel of the reptile. Three men endeavoured to 
hold him, but he dragged them all three round 
the chamber. His arms were thrown about with 
violence on all fides, and ftruck every thing within 
their reach. Eager to avoid him, Mr. Forneti 
and I were obliged fometimes to cling to the wall, 
to let him pafs, and efcape his blows. We could 
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fmve wiflicd the madman far away. At length the 
prieft took the ferpent from him ; but his madnefi. 
and convuliions did not ceafe immediately ; he 
bit his bands, and his fury continued. The prieft 
then grafped him in his arms^ palled his hand 
gently down his back, lifted him from the ground, 
and recited fome prayers. By degrees his agita- 
tion diminiftied, and fubfided into a ftate of com- 
plete laffitude, in which he remained a few mo- 
ments. 

The Turks, who were prefent at this ridiculous 
and difgufting ceremony, were firmly perfuaded 
of the reality of this religious fury : and it is very 
certain, that, whether it were reality, or impofture, 
it is impoffible to fee the tranfports of rage and 
raadnefs exhibited in a mpre ftriking manner, or 
have before your eyes a man in a ftate more cal- 
culated to infpire terror. 

The great number of thefe ferpcnt-eaters has 
led fome to believe, and in particular Dr. Shaw, 
that they feed upon thefe reptiles. According to 
this Englifh traveller, there are more than four 
thoufand perfons, in Cairo and it's environs, who 
live wholly on ferpcnts.* This, however^ is a mif- 

* Sbaw'$ Travels, vol. ii. 

take. 



Digitized by 



Google 



43 f ItAVELS IN uprw^L 

takc^ SQi;pent5 make no difti at 'the tabfcs of thi| 
faadis ; and though in their ceremonies they de- 
vour a few ra>y and alive, they by no means ufe 
ttem as food. In Egypt th^fc men arc mqch rc^ 
fpe6led ; but they are only laughed at by th^ 
Turks in other parts of the Ottomaq empire. 

I had an opportunity of qonyeriiog with a fhcik^ 
©r prieft, of this fecft, who wasf a pf)an of great 
candour ; for, while he afTurecl mc, that fcvcral of 
them had an extraordinary power over ferpents, 
lie confeflcd, that he had riot the le^ft daim to it^^* 
but, on the contrary, was mufh afraid of them. 
From this prieft I learned a few part^cu,lar3^ whicl^ 
I fliall relate. That they inay have ferpept? aUvays 
ready when wanted, they keep theni in thdr. 
houfes ; but they take the precautipn, to extnidl; 
thdr teeth. If any perfoa be bitten by a ferpent, 
he runs to a faadi, who feys a few words over the 
wound, fcarifies the part with a razor, and, after, 
having filled his mouth with lenr^on-juice, fucks 
out the blood repeatedly. Thefe men cure like- 
wife Xhtferptnl's Ireath^ a name which they give, 
to certain inflammatory puftules, to which thofc 
who lleep in the open air with any part of the 
body uncovered are liable, and which they prctcrjd 
are accafioned by the peftilential breath of a fer-p 
pent. The remedy they employ is cerufc mixed 
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with o\\ of fefamum. With this liniment they rub 
the puftules, never failing at the fame time to 
mumble out certain words, without which no ap- 
plication wQuld have any efFedl. Such is the lot 
of human kind, that thercis not a people in the 
jiniverfc, of whofe biftory many pages are not oe- 
fupicd by (upcrftition. - 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

Winfer—'Eel of the Nile— Turtle— Birds— The 
Nightingale— Bird of Prey — The little Owl- 
White f Fag tail — Kingfijhers — Heron — Purple 
Oallinule — Sfur-winged Plovers — Hoopoes — T4?- 
nebrio — Orange-trees — Onions — Garlic-^-^-LettMce 
--^Coloca^ti — Ichneumon — Thaleh — Manner in 
which the Africans diJlinguiJhMen — Rats and Mice 
— Sheep — Goat — Preparations for quitting Rofetia 
'^Meteorological Obfervations — Gales of Wind 
from the South. 4 

IP there be any thing capable of conlbling us 
for the errors that torment mankind, and are 
fo frequently the caufe of mifery to them, it is un^ 
queftionably the contemplation of nature^ In my 
frequent vifits to the country round Rofetta, I 
forgot the abfurdities and evils, which tyrannize 
over every fociety of men, and the gloomy fhadesi 
of melancholy, that occupied my mind, gave way 
to more plealing thoughts. 

The end of December was now arrived, which 
is the depth of winter in this cour>try. The winds 
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raged with ifnpe.tuoljty, and furrowed with waves 
the Nile, now confined wit|iin it's banks. Rain, 
Ibmetimes accompanied by, thunder, watered the 
land previoufly moiftened by the river, which had 
but juft retired to it's bed. The agitation of the 
lea feldom allowed a veflel to venture out of port; 
and the rafbnefs of tho(e failors, who were not to 
be reftrained by the danger, expofed them to cer- 
tain rilk, of which their lives were not unfrequently 
the forfeit. ^ 0( ivfo germesj which, notwithftand- 
irtg the threatening appearance of the weather, 
quitted the tranquil coaft of Rofetta, and fet fail 
for Alexandria, one was loft on the Boghafs\X\\^ 
other, after having efcaped the dangers of the bar, 
could not refift the fury of* the waves, and foun- 
dered at fea. Each of thefe veflels had on board, 
befide the crew, fifteen or twenty gaJliongis, or 
Turkifh marines, who belonged to a (hip of war at 
anchor in the old port of Alexandria, and not a 
fingle perfon was faved from either of them. Amid 
this tumult of nature troops of porpoifes fported in 
the mouth of the Nile, the f^at of danger and of 
death, and (hewed themfelves more frequently be- 
fore the walls of Rofetta, than at any other feafon. 

The branch of the river, that pafles by Rofetta, 
affords different fpecies of filh, which I (hall have 
occafion to mention. One of the moft common 
in this feafon is the eel of the Nile, which, accord- 
ing 
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ing id H^ro^otus, was rcgaittcd as Jtkcred by th<J 
ancient Egyptians.* The prietts had ftamped thii 
3fi(h with the feal of divinity, to prevent the jpeople 
from eatirig it, becaufe probably they had obferved 
fome noxious efFe<9:s arifing from it's ufe. For thig 
reafoti Mr. Paiiw has called it the pemtcious eel of 
the Nilc-f* At prefent the Egyptians eat it with- 
out the Icaft fcruple ; the Europeans follow their 
example, and neither of them have experienced 
any bad confeqaericeS from it. The Turks alone 
refrain from it, biil it is in corife^uence of their 
averflon to ah ailima!, which, in their opinion, en- 
genders with the ferpent. At Rofetta thefe eelS 
were very common : for ten pence you fcould h\kf 
three, each upwards of two feet long, and I found 
them as delicate eating, ad bur European eel. 

lliis eel, hdwever, has foiiie flight ditferences 
frcim ours, and may corifiitute a diftinA fpccifes; 
or at leaft a variety. I'he principal marks of cjil^ 
tindiibn arei — ift. The UttJe cirrhi of the upper 
jaw are longer thaii in our tt\ : adly^ the dorfal 
jfin terminates hear the head^ while in our eel li 
fcarccly extends beybhd the middle of the body i 
3dly^ the tedth are not arranged in the fame mari- 
ner : 4thly, in the lower jaw of the eel of the Nile 
krt little holes, very apparent, whicb in the com- 

♦ Lib. II. §.7^. 

t Rcchcrchcs'PWloC vol. i, p, li)4« 
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Bion ipecies ard not perceptible : Sthly^tliey differ 
in colour^ all the Upper part of the head and body 
df the ed of the Nile being of a deep blacky fhin-- 
Ing with a changeable coppery luftre i the fides erf" 
Q lighter hue, With a firailar luftre ; the under part 
bf the bead and body^ of ^ beautiful and brilliant 
jyhite i ^nd the eyes yellow. The Egyptians call 
it in Arabic anejk, the generic name fdr the ferr 
pent. 

The fiftiehtien of this cduntry make ufe of dif- 
ferent kinds of nets, among which I obferved that 
which has the Ihape of a bag^ and is called in 
FTanct JruMe, or frouhiti 

A turtle was brought to rttd, that had been 
eaught at the entrance of the Nile, on the Boghafs 
itfelf, by a bait fa^ened io a large hook* It was 
three icet and a-half in length, meaftlring from the 
end of the nofc to that of tbd tail, which was only 
two inches long. The greateft breadth of the 
antnbal. Including the iheli^ was two feet. In this 
fpecies I readily dtfcovered that which Porlkal 
has diilinguifhed by the denomination of three* 
flawed.* It*s finfbnfned feet are in fai^ fufnifhed 
with three large projedling claws each, of a dull 
white colour. The upper jaw has at it's extremity 

* Tefin^ trinn^uts* Tbirtl, FoHkal, Fama ^rttnt. p, 9* 
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an cxcrefijcnbe, in which the noftrils ate placed^ 
^nd which gives the muzzle fome refemblance to 
tbp fnout of a hog. The ihell is roundifti', and co- 
vered with aiperities, but flattened ^nd fmooth at 
the edgesi The under part of the body; that is to 
fay, all which the ihell does not cover, is white : 
the upper part is of a greeniflji gray : the head i% 
gray, mottled with a whitifli intermixture, 

Is it a fea turtle, or a frefh-water fpecies ? For- 
ikal appears to confider it as an animal belonging 
to the Nile, becaufe he fays it is rare in this river.* 
But, fuppofing it to inhabit the Mediterranean, 
may it not fometimes enter the river with the wa* 
ter of the fea, when, driven by violent gales from 
the North, it comes to mingle with that of the 
Nile, imparting to it a faltnefs, which renders it 
very unpleafant to' drink' even above* Rofetta B 
This being a circumftance of unfrequent occur-r 
rence, it would neceflarily follow, that the turtle 
would feldom make its appearance along the banks 
of the Nile. I know well, that naturalifts have 
agreed to confider finformed feet, fuch as this tur- 
tle has, to be a diftinguifhing charader of the falt-» 
water fpecies, and obtufe and contra6led feet, to 
be peculiar to thofe of the frefli-water : but the 
inethods of natural hiftory are not thofe of nature, 

* Jft Kih rarior* p. 9. 
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whom we fee every day fport with theft) and di- 
molifti them, as conventions to which (he was not 
called. 

No place could be better calculated to increafc 
this perplexity, than that in which my turtle wae 
caught. . It was taken at the very fpot . where thcs 
fea, enraged at being unable to extend- it's do-^ 
main farther, comes to break againft the jjatural 
barrier that flops it, and confoufid it's turbulent 
waves with the fwe^t and tranquil wtitcr of a river ; 
at the very confines unappropriated to either. The 
people of the country, however, by. whom it was 
caught, and others to whom I fhowed it, and who 
knew the fpecies, aflured me that it was a fea tur- 
tle. They called it thlrfe ; a name, which, as I 
have already obferved, is common to the wholo 
genus, including every fpecies, and ferving no 
more to diftinguifh thefe amphibious animals 
from one another, than the French word iartue.^ 
The fpecies in qneftion is. at leaft very excellent 
food. This the fifliermen^ who fold it to me, told 
me ^ and I was of their opinion, when I had tafled 
it, after it was drefled in its (hell, . in the Weft- 
India manner. 

The bad weather had confined me within doors 
for feveral days, during which the fun was com- 

* Anfwering to tefiudo^ including both tlie land and water 
^jpi^dcs, our tortoifc and turtle^-^Ti. 
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pletcly obfcured by the clouds; but the firft aj)- 
pearance of his rays was- to me a fignal for new 
excurliong, and I repaired to the country in. queft 
of frefh amufemehts. There I found the fame nu- 
merous families of birds^ as I had been accuftomed 
to fee. The fmaller kinds, to which were added 
feme that I had never before obferved, as the epi- 
curean warbler, wren, titmoufe, &c. were, in the 
mod lively agitation. The beams of the fun, of 
which they, had been fome time deprived, drfFufed 
joy among all their tribes. They * intermingled 
with each other, flitting about, and hopping from 
fpray to fpray. They feemed as if they were mu- 
tually exciting each other to mirth. In the midft 
of this plcafing delirium fome appeared to have for- 
gotten their ordinary habits. The wagtails, defi- 
rous of participating the common joy, mixed with 
thefe animated groupes, and perched like them on 
the bufhcs. I was cautious not to difturb and in- 
terrupt this feftival of nature, and paid my homage 
to the beneficent orb, the gentle influence of which 
was celebhitcd with fucb charming ardour by 
thefe birds. 

At fome diftance a more tranquil and folitary 
bird crept among the thickeft of the large reedsi 
The nightingale* is known to fpend the feafon of 

* BufFon, Hill. Nat. des Oifeaux, et plan, tnlum. No. 615, 
fig. 2,'^Moiac:ila hfciniai Lin. 
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btir winter in Lower Egypt : I have met- with fc* 
vera! in different parts of the Delta, where they 
prefer the-clofeft covert, and places near the water. 
Here they do not difplay their art, or exhibit that 
melodious voice, thofe brilliant modulations, which 
make our forclis and orchards refound with admi* 
rable tones : . the only found they utter is that kijq4 
ofhoarfe note, that rattling in the throat, whicbi 
in oiir country fucceeds their raviftiing itrains> when 
they have ceafed to warble their loves. 

'Thus the aflertion, thai there are no nightin- 
gales in Africa*, appears to be very erroneous : they 
are to be found at leaft in the moft eaftern part of 
this quarter of the globe. They arrive here ia 
autumn, and depart in fpring; fongfters of nature 
repairing to our woods, to celebrate her revival 
there* It appears, that they dilperfe themfelves 
more freely through Syria, and. other diftridls^ of 
Afia. Haflelquitz, who is quoted by Guenau de 
Montbeillardf*, had already faid> that they were 
found among the willows and olivc'-trees of Judea. 
i know not why fome have affe6led to doubt his 
affertion, and chofe rather to repeat, that the parts- 
to which the nightingale retired in winter was un- 
known. On this fubje^l there can no longer re-^ 
main any doubt: I have fecn them in Egypt^ 

* 

♦ Mauduit, Enc. method, art. kojt^itol. 
t Hift. Nat. dcs Oifcaux, art. Ri^gml 
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where they were common ; and I have fince been 
'prefent at the period of their emigration in the 
Iflands of the Archipelago, where they reft tbem- 
*felvcs, probably oxi their way to Alia. 

' Theffe fcenes of happinefs and joy, which I had 
ttefore my eyes, were on the point of being inter- 
Tupted and terminating in blood. Birds of prey, 
attra^ed by thefe aflemblies of pleafure, hovered 
in the air, and their piercing eyes had already 
marked but the viftims of their voracity. I refolved 
to be the prote<Slor and avenger of thefe little fo- 
cieties, and declared war on thefe ravagers of the 
feathered tribe. As often as I made a fuccefsful fhot 
at otie, I congratulated myfelf on having preferved 
the lives and peace of innocent beings, the delicate 
works of nature, and fo fenfible to her benefits. 

Several of thefe birds of prey were of a fpecies 
new to mc. No order of birds is fo refradlory to 
method, or has fo often baffled arrangement : ac- 
cordingly I (hall not attempt to aflign the place 
this fpecies ought to hold in this fyftem or in that ;^. 
1 ihall merely defcribe it, a proceeding of more ad- 
vantage to natural hiftoty, than difcuffions which 
frequently teach nothing. It appeared to me, how- 
ever> that this bird approached nearer to the falcon,' 
than to any other genus, 

... . :. The 
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. ' The principal diilind^ions of thU bivd odnfift «« 
a very hooked beak, and a thick membrane coverr 
ing it's bafe, in which the noftrils are fituate : wing$ 
a little longer than the tail, and baving the firft 
feather ferrated along the exterior vane : leg^ 
^fhort, and covered with feathers on the fore part, 
alraoft down to the toes r talons (bar p^artd croo^d : 
a tail with feathers of nearly eqttal length, Cbf 
outer ones being the longeft, and the others dhoi* 
niftiing gradually to the middle ones, which are » 
little fhorter than the reft, but fo Iktl^ aft Xo\4 
imperceptible, except when tbeteU fefpi^e^.ouW 

. It's dimenfions arc : total length; ^Itv^n inebw 
and half: length of the beak, twelve lines an4 
half: of the leg, feventeen lines : of the tail, four 
inches, eight lines : of the wingi^ ten inches Jnd 
half; thefe, when cbfed, extending beyond ^ 
tail eight lines* 

' The forehead, all the under pmt €ff the body and 
tail, and the inner covert feathers; oi the wing$) 
ere of the moft beautiful white: tho upper part 
and anterior angle, of the eye are Govered with 
fmall, flender, black feathers : the upper part jrf 
the body and head, and greater wing coverts, ar^ 
afh-^coloured, flightly tipped with gray, with blae]| 
(hafts ; the jagged vane of the- firft, white: : tho 
two middle feathers of the tail are whit^; mingled 
E3 with 
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'mthafh^cbtdured gray; the reft are white on the 
iiinerfidc, and of a light gray on the outer: the 
^ris of the eye is of a brilliant orange colour : the 
'ttec And legs iire.yellow : the beak and claws are 
Wack. 

: ^he bird, ftom which the above defcription was 

taken, was a male. The right tefticle was much 

jftfger than the left. The inteftinal tube was fe^ 

^^irtleeii inches long. There was a gall bladder, 

J^it I could difcover Ao caecum; ' llie trachea was 

\yf€ry bard, and althoft b6ny down to it's bifurcation, 

5^hencc it was cartilaginous and foft. The fto- 

' Maeh w?*;j[^«feiaiy e the bird had not 

i^den accuttftihed to faft, for it was very fat. 

Birds of prey of this fpecies are frequently to be 
torn, in the CQuhtry, particularly over fields of rice 
ftubble, and near the banks of the Nile. They fly 
fingly, and remain a longtime in the air, without 
Changing tbeii* place, fupporting themfelves by 
the motion of their wings.. With their eyes fixed 
, on the ground, -they look for their prey ; and if 
they difcovefr none, they fly a littVe farther, and 
take a ne\V ftation, remaining fufpended in the air, 
till they difcover fome one Of the animals they are 
acGuftomed'to 4evour, when they dart upon him 
with the rapidity pfa (hot. I have never feen one 
iettlp on the ground : fomctirfes they pei^ch on the 
t ' date 
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date trees, and are not very difficult to ht ap- 
proached. 

The little owl is ftiH lefs ihy. Several fhots 
that I fired, in order to procure a couple, did not 
frighten them fufficiently to make them fly to any 
diftance ; they contented themfelves with merely 
removing from one tree to another. In general 
they are feen in pairs, at leaft at this feafon of the 
year ; and from comparing them together I could 
not difcover any perceptible difference between the 
male and female, either in fize or colouiV 

Among the great number of wagtails,* difperfed 
over the cultivated foil of Lower Egypt, I diflin*^ 
guiflied one, the plumage of which was entirely 
white, except that a flight tinge of gray extended 
over the upper part of the head and body, and 
formed a femicircle on the forepart of the heck : 
the reft of the bird was of a dazzling whitenefs. 

Near the water may be feen flocks of birds at- 
traded thither by the facility with which they find 
food in abundance. Kingfiihers-f* Ikimmed ovct 

* Buffon, Hift. Nat. dcs Oifeaux, et pi. cnlum. No. 652. 
*^Motacilla alha. Lin. 

t In this country there arc two fpecic* : the- kingfiiher pr69 
pe;^]y fo called^ akedo h'Jpida^ Uzii ; and the black and white 
kingfiiher, alcedo rudis, ISm. BuiFon Hift, Nat. dc« Oifeaux, 
pi. cnlura. No. 1 16, the 24th fpccles of BrifTon. 

E 4 the 
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t^e furfage of J;be water ; while, other birds^ ftaud* 
ing on their long legs, waited for their prey as it 
pafled by. Among the number of thefe was the 
mtient- an4 melancholy- heron^ who is. rendered 
extremely, fufpicious by hjls ba^jtvialftate of wretch-, 
ednefsj and betakds bimfelf to ^igbt the moment 
he perceives the fowler. So true is it;, that the 
habit of fufferijng dpes not always produce diflafte 
qf life ; th^y only fink, un^er it,, vyho, not being 
i)[ioulde<i. to misfortune, fall into it on a fudden, 
without having learned;^ that exiftence itfelf is an 
enjoyment even to the miferable. 

1. ^ 

, Near tbe pools of water were numerous troops; 
of curlews j: water-hens concealed themfelves amid 
the large reeds that grew^ there; and that b^auti- 
fpl bird,, witji, pjuniage of the fineil fhining. blue, 
•vyith purple beak • and Icgs^ the natural and living 
ornament of the teniples and palaces of the an- 
cient Romans, which, from the fiatelinefs of it's 
port, as well as the brilliancy of it's colours, has 
obtained the title of Jultana^^ was alfo to be ob- 
f^rved there. From delighting in rice grounds 
t^is bird has acquired the name of ^oule de riz 
(rice-hen). 1 kept feveral of thefe beautiful birds 
at Rofetta. Thofe that were caught when old 
were not eafily familiarized to the lofs of liberty : 

' * PouJe fulttmey or U porphyrlon : BuiFon's Hift. Nat. pi. 
cnlum. No, 810'. -' Fulka forffyrio^ Lip. the purple gallinule. 
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teftfefs und agitated, they were perpetually firiv^- 
ing tp efcape from the aviary, in which they were 
^on^ned. At the commencement of their captivity 
they wer^ fierce and fliy ; ajidif ai^y perfoa pflered 
'to touch them, would bite bis fingers fevereiy, — • 
The cry they uttered fi'om time to time nearly re- 
fembled the laugh of a perfon mafked, who af- 
fumes a feigned voice. Sometimes their cry was 
Tnore plaintive, when it was'fladrter,'and not in- 
terrupted like the former. They fed on rice ia 
the firaw, freeing the grain from it's bulk, and 
frequently employing the affiftance. of their feet to 
convey it to their mouths and' bruife it. . As foon 
33 they had eaten a, grain of rice, they confiBntly 
ran to their (lore of water, and appeared to bite 
or chew it while drinking,* 

The moft numerous, and generally difFufed, of 
all thefe aquatic birds, were the fpurwingcd plo^ 
vers, noify animals, which might likewifcj be 
called mannerly (revfreTicieux) for they have a hafty 
and almoft continual movement of the head and 
neck, drawing them up brilkly, and then quickly 
ftretching them forward^ almoft as if they were 
making hafty and eager bows^ 

* The ancient naturalifts had made this obfervation : Solus 
mcr/u Miix Plin, lib, 10, §63, lib, ii, §:9. 
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To linifli the enumeration of thefc feathered 
tribes Of the fine diftrifts of Egypt, I fhall obfervc, 
that there is fcarcely one fandy fpot, however fmall, 
provided it b6 in the neighbourhood of cultivated 
}and, where hoopoes arc not feen fcratching with 
their feet, and thrufting their long bills into the 
ground, 

Thefe fands indeed arc the retreat of numbers 
of inledls, which burrow in them with facility. In 
one hole they had made I found a number of tene- 
brios, real animals of darknefs, for they are entirely 
of a dull black. They were of the fpecies defcribed 
by Geoffroi, under the appellation oi tSnShrim ca^ 
mlU^^ but were larger than his, fome being of the 
length of fifteen lines. 

Admift this profufion of animated nature, ve- 
getation difplays it's mod fplcndid treafures. Al- 
moil all kinds of fruit are in a ftate of maturity. 
Befidc thofe I have already mentioned, delightful 
orchards difplay abundance of oranges, lemons^ 
limes, bergamot lemons, and (haddocks. Who 
would not exchange the fineft of our fprings for 
fuch a winter ? 

Every one has heard of the onions of Egypt ; 
every one knpws how greatly they were efteemed 

♦ Hift. dcs Inf. des Env. dc Paris. Tenthrh murkata* Lin. 

by 
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by the ancient Egyptians ; and no one can be ig- 
norant how much they were regretted by the He- 
brews, when forced to quit this land*. This cu- 
linary vegetable is ftill extremely common here f 
It is the moll ufual diet of the people, and almoft 
the Ible food of the loweft clafs. The allowance 
of a labourer in the country for his vi6luals. Was 
a medin a day, equivalent to about five Hards of our 
money .-i" With this trifling falary he buys as 
much bread and onions as he can eat, and has ftill 
a few hourdes left, a fmall copper coin, eight of 
\\rhich are equal in value to a medin. Onions are 
fold in the ftrects, and in the markets, raw or dref- 
fed, for the mercft trifle. The Egyptians eat them 
raw with their food, to which they fervc as fauce ; 
and I was fond of eating them in the fame man- 
ner, when they wjere young, green, and tender. 
Thefe onions have by no means the fame degree 
of acrimony as thofe of Europe : they are mild, and 
neither fting the mouth difagrecably, nor make the 
eyes water on cutting them. Still they are onions, 
and as they differ from ours only in having a lefs 
pungent tafte, a lefs acrid flavour, there can be no 

* " We remember the fifli which we did eat in Egypt freely ; 
** the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the oni- 
** ons, and the garlic." Numbers xi. 5, 

+ The French hard is equal only to half an Englilh far- 
thing ; but, according to the table in the Encyclopedia Bri- 
tannica, the medin of Egypt is equivalent to one penny two- 
thirds of our nioney, «r abcve thirteen //Wr^//.-i— T. 
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doubt, that the exceffive ufe made of them in Egypt 
ccmtributcs greatly to augment the difpofition to 
difeafes of the eyes in that country. 

Leeks t6o, are eaten in Egypt, though in left 
quantity than onions : but garlic does not grow 
there, or more properly it grows there no longer -^ 
for it appears to me, that it muft have been culti- 
vated, by the ancient Egyptians ; lince it is in the 
lift of articles fo much regretted by the Hebrews,* ^ 
and Dioicorides, whom Mr. Pauw feems to charge 
Avith miftake, alfo reckons garlic among the plants 
of Egypt"^. Be this as it may, it is no longer to 
be feen in the kitchen gardens about Rofetta ; and 
the people afliire me, that the foil has been inca^ 
pable of producing it from time immemorial. In' 
fome parts of South America various attempts have 
been made to cultivate onions, but to no purpofe, 
fo that they are imported fmm France, and I have 
feen a difti of onions at Cayenne confidered as a 
great luxury. I cannot fay whether fimilar at- 
tempts have been made with garlic in Lower Egypt: 
and it is poffible, that the people being ignorant, 
and flaves to -old cuftoms, the prefent gardeners 
pretend that it will not fuccecd on their land, for 
no other reafon, but becaufe their fathers fowed 

* See the firft note in the preceding page* 
t Recherch. PhiloO fur les Egyptiens, ct ics Chinois, toma 
i. p. 138, in a note» 

^ " none ; 
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none ; and Ifiis reafon, which would artiount to a 
detnonftration in their eyes, would be fufEcient to 
prevent them from entertaining the flighted 
thought of making a trial. 

Notwithftanding this, a confiderable quantity of 
garlic is ftill confumed in Egypt ; but it is brought 
from Syria, and fold by the name of grain of 
Daniafcus. 

Almoft every fpecics of culinary vegetable found 
in Europe abounds in the gardens about Rofetta ; 
but the art of horticulture being very imperfedt 
there, they have not acquired the numerous vege- 
tables, that adorn our kitchen gardens, and cover 
our tables. On the other hand, fomc are cultivated 
there very exteilfively. The Roman lettuce, for in- 
ftance, covers whole fields. It is eaten raw^ and 
a very good oil is exprefled from it's feeds. Other' 
plants are cultivated for food, which arc not em- 
ployed for this purpofc in Europe ; as the colocafia^^ 
a fpecies of arum, well known to the ancient Egyp- 
^ tians, th€ roots of. which, when boiled, refemble 
our potatoes in tafte. 

As the Delta forms an ifland, it has not been' 
found difficult to free it from wild beads, Tbougfi 
oix one fide it borders on the flcirt of the defert>. 

* Afum colocapa, Lin, 

the 
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the cultivated plains of Rofetta are equally undill^ 
turbed by their prefence. The fands of the de- 
fert, or the folitudc of forel^s, are rcquifitc for 
them : the bufile and efFeiSls of cultivation repel 
them to a diftance* Thofe, however, whofe na- 
ture it is^ to farprife the poultry bred by man^ or 
the birds attracted by his fields, remain willingly 
near him, becaufe they are certain of better fucccls 
in the chace than elfewhere. Thus we frequently 
find the nemsy or ichneumon, and the tlialeb^ com- 
mitting depredation^ 

The tlialeh is an animal foraewhat refcmbling the 
jackal, but differing from it in fome ftriking parti- 
culars, and principally in it's habits; Buffon has 
given a very gofod figure of it, in his Supplement 
to the Natural Hiftory of Quadrupeds, by the name 
of chacaUadive. If the jackal be to the common 
people of Egypt the father of SoUmany the ihaleb 
is to them in like manner the father of Hujfein. I 
was never able to difcover the origin of tbefe two 
lingular appellations. They lead me to remark, 
however, that, among thefe fame people, a perfon,. 
who attradls their notice by any ftriking circum- 
llancc or feature, is quickly known by the name of 
fether of that feature pr circumftance. My larg6 

• Cants aureus^ Lin. Canis fvulpes^ Forfkal, Fauna egyptiaco- 
Vab. p. iv. It mud be bbferved, that the thaleb differs 
from the fox. 

nofe 
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nofe often obtained mc the title of father of the 
nojt ; and one of my companions, who wore very 
buftiy whilkers, bore no other name, during our 
journey, ^2x1 father of the whijkers. This jocular 
manner of diftinguifhing people, without having 
occafion to inquire their names, appears to be ge- 
neral in Africa. The negroes at Cape Verde ufed 
to call a clerk of the African Company, who had 
loft one of, his arms, father of the arm ; and the 
Jalofs knew the Governor of Goree by no other 
title than ^(^rowifoV, ox father of the hellj^ becaufe 
the rock, which forms that little ifland, has to 
them the refcmblance of a great belly. 

There is every reafon to believe, that whatever 

has been faid of the fox of Egypt, by ancients or 

modems, muft be underftopd of the thaleh^ who in 

fad has many features of refemblance to the fox. 

His hair is of a bright fawn-colour, deeper-on the 

upper parts of the body than on the belly. He is 

particularly remarkable for a fine tail, ftripcd tranf- 

verfely with black and gray. His eyes are as live- 

Ijr as his movements. His countenance is that of 

artifice and cunning : and while the jackals, which 

are merely ferocious, frighten away their prey by 

their noife and number, fo that their nodturnal ex- 

curfions arc frequently fruitlefs, and they are fome- 

times reduced to the neceljity of appeafing their 

hunger by food the moft difgufting, or moft repug*. 

nant 
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hant to their tafte, ih^ tJiuJeh, more fuccefsful, be- 
caufe more adroit, never aflfbciates with others, but 
travels fingly, approaches even in opeii day the 
houfes, near which he fixes his fubterranean abode, 
and, carefully concealed under thick bufhes, creeps 
without noifc, furprifes the poultry, carries off their 
eggs, and leaves no traces, to mark the deyafta- 
tions he has made, but the devaftations themfelves^ 
In hunting birds, his habitual occupation, he dif- 
plays the greateft poflible agility and cunning, fo- 
that there are none, that can efcape him. One of 
the prettieft of quadrupeds, perhaps be would be 
one of the mofi aniiable, if his tricks and talents for 
depredation did not bear too ftrong marks of 
knavery and falfehood. ' . 



Ohe 



Jne day, as I was meditating in 2t garden, I 
flopped near a hedge. * A thaleh; bfcaring no nt)ifc, 
was coming through the hedge toward me, and, 
when he got out, was juft at'my feet. On per- 
ceiving me, he. was feized with fuch furprize, that 
he remained motionlefs for fomc feconds, bis eyes' 
fixed upon me, without even attempting to efcape/ 
His perplexity was depided in his countenance in 
a manner, of which I could not have fuppofed it* 
fufceptible, and which denoted gfeat delicacy oT 
inftindt. On my part I was afraid to make any" 
movement, left I fhould put an end to thisfitua-' 
tion, which afforded mc rhuth pleafure. At length, 

after 



Digitized by 



Google 



^er he bad taken a few ileps on this fide and oil 
that^ as if too much donfufed to know which way 
to flee, and keeping his eyes ftill turned toward 
tnt, he tetired^ not running, but ftretching himfelf 
out, 6r rather creeping, with a flow ftep, fetting 
down his feet alternately with Angular precaution. 
He was {6 much afraid of making a noife in his 
flight, that he held Up his large tail almoft in a 
horizontal line, that it might neither drag upon the 
ground^ nor touch the plants. 

On thfe other fide of the hedge I foiind the fi^g- 
snents of his meal, that had confided of a bird of 
prey> grcait part of which he had devoured. 

1 believe, too, that both the thaleb and jackal are 
carefiil to cover their dung with earth or fahd, like 
the cat, for I have obferved feveral of theife hiddea 
treafures in the fand^ and in cultivated ground^ 
which mufl: have been depSlited there by thofe ani- 
mals. Such an kiftanc?) of cleanlinefs would rcflider 
the thaleb ftill more intercftingy were he not fa 
thievifh. 

Far iiiore iiijurioxis animals, atid at the lame 
time, very aburidant^ are the rats and mice. Thefe 
would be fuch a fcourge to Egypt, as tp render it* 
uninhabitable^ had they not numerous enemies. 

Vol. II: v F Of 
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Of quadrupeds the cat, ichneumon, thaleb, fee. ; of 
bird the ibis, ftork, vulture, and different fpccies of 
the rapacious order, are in the habit of hunting 
them for food. Man. too, is their enemy on the 
fame principle ; for there are feveral villages in the 
neighbourhood of Rofctta, the inhabitants of which 
catch rats to eat them, as foon as the waters of the 
Nile have retired from the plains. 

The inundation of the river deftroys a ftill greater 
number; but their fecundity is fo prodigious, 1:hat, 
in fpite of fo many inftruments of deftru<ftion, they 
arc ftili fo. abundant, as to appear to breed in full 
liberty, or fpring even from the very obftacles, that 
oppofe their exceffive increafe. As foon as the 
Nile, after having enriched the land, leaves it free 
for cultivation, innumerable multitudes of rats and 
mice are feen to iffue in fucceffion from the 
moiftened foil. Hence the Egyptians have been 
led to believe, that they were produced by the earth 
itfel£ Some of them, who had the reputation of 
being more fenfible th^n the reft, aflerted, and, not- 
withftanding all I could |fay to them, maintained 
with' the utmoft effrontery, that tbey themfelves 
had feen mic^ at the very inftant of their pretended 
fbrmation, whicb had one half of their bodies only 
fle(h, the other half ftill of, mud. This abfurdity 
IS not confined to the inhabita?it3 of Egypt ; authors 

have 
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Kave not beeri afliamed, to difgracc their pages 
. ^vith the talei* 

All thbfe animals, that miade wa^r on the rats and 
mice^ were facr'ed in ancient Egypt, arid under the 
protefliori of the laws both civil and religious. This 
modierns; who inhabit the fame country; barbarcwi 
as they are, eqiially refrain from dellroying them^ 
and have prefcrved fometvhht df the ancient vene- 
ration with refpe<a tb them. The French will 
readily perceive the importance of.fimilar precaii^ 
tionsj and abftaining froni a fport, which would be 
jprodu6tivc of general detriment; On this the pro- 
sperity of the colony depends: 

If from nbxious afiimals we pafs to thofe of moft 
utility, 1ve (hall find two, whichj greatly multiplied 
in Egypt,' afford cotifiderable refoiirces to the in- 
babitahts. Tbefe are the iheep and the goat. Of 
all doitiellic animals the ewe and the rait) ate thef 
tooft common in this coiintry. Their wbol con- 
iiitutes aii important article of commerce, afid their 
flefli is £ilmbft the diily kirid of meat ufed in Egypt^ 
that of the ox being fcarccj and that of the biiiFalo 
Very far from gdod; 

, ' ^ Macrobius, Porta, and others; 

IP 2 J'CW 
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Few of the orientals caftrate theif rams. Tfafe 
operation was prohibited by the law among thd 
H^rews ; and ancient cuftom occafions it to ha 
equally rejefted by the prefent Egyptians. • It 
would be ,tbe means, however, of rendering the 
fl6(h more tender and juicy, and depriving it of a 
flight tafle of the greafe or wool, which injures 
it*s flavour. , The breed kept in Lower Egypt is 
the Barhary (heep.* If the breed in general be 
not {6 good as in Europe, the ewes are more fer- 
tile* Tbey yean twice a year^ and comnK)nly two 
Iambs St a time^ 

The fpecies of goat breci in Lowen Egypt is thd 
Syrian .-f- It has been called, likewife> the mambrine 
goat/or goat of Mambre, or Mamte, becatiie it is 
edmmon on the mountain of this tiame, in the fouth 
of Palefi^ne, neiaf Hebron. It is almoft always of 
a bright reddifh colour: it's horns are fmall ; it's 
body is fiender : and it's hair is ihort.^ It's head is 
long'cr, thj<n ifi the other breeds of goats, and more 
arched before; whence it'^s countenance has an air 
of more eafe, yet at the fame time a little ftupidity-i 
One mark^ by which it may be readily diltinguiih-^ 

♦Buffon's Hift. Nati dcs Quadrupedcs. Ovis laticaudatd^ Lin* 
•[• Chit/re de SyYie, Briffon, R^gne animal, p. 72 : Ch}vre 

Mamhine^ 9U Chlvre du Levant^ Budbn, Hift, Nat. dcs Qua-* 

drupedes, aft. ChaTmisi Capra Mamh-icay Lin. 
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ed atfirft fight, is it*s ear, which is of great lengthy 
and pendulous, an unequivocal fign of it's having 
been long domefticated.* 

In the huipid plains of Lower Egypt goats of 
this breed are but indifferent eating. We may 
pven prefume, that their flefli is not very whole- 
fome, particularly as the dietetic rules of the anci- 
ent phyficians forbad it's ufe in the Mcndefian 
Nome and it's environs, that is to fay, in the part 
iTioft inundated; while it was permitted in the 
mountainous countries of Thebais, where the 
iheep was prohibited in return, for what rcafon it is 
not ealy to fay. Though tbefe goats are of a tolera- 
bly large iize, they are by no means fit for the 
faddle, or to be enjployed as beads of burden, 
which Bochart has aflerted. They afford abun- 
dance of good milk, of which great ufe is made. 
Every morning they are driven about the different 
parts of the city of Cairo in little herds, and people 
ieethe milk drawn from them ^s they want it. 

Thofe writers, who have exaggerated the fecun- 
dity of the cow and the buffalo, have fpoken in a 
fimilar manner of the goats of Egypt. According 

* Some authors have aflerted, that it's ears were fo long, as 
to trail on the ground, and that the orientals cut off one, that 
the goat might be able to feed. But thefe are miflakcs : the 
cars do not ^oi^ch the ground^ and they are not cut oft\ 

F3 to 
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to Mailiet, they bear fix or feven kids at a time \ 
and as they have youn^ ones twice a year, it is not 
in the leaft extraordinary, to fee ^ goat followed by 
fourteen kids, to all which (he has riven birth with- 
in fix or feyen months.* It is very true, that the 
goats, as well as the iheep, bear young ones twice 
a year : but it is equally true, that they bring forth 
only two, or three, or, which very»fddom happens, 
four kids at a time. 

I had now been upwards of two. months at 
Kofetta, and the difl:urbances in Egypt, far from 
being at an end, feeined to increafe. A bey, of thq 
nameof Ifmael, had fucceeded in driving from Cairo 
two other beys, Mourad and Ibrahim, who were at 
the head of the government. Thefe had taken re- 
fuge at Said, whence, aided by fome Arabian chiefs, 
they menaced Ifmael, who raifed an army, to march 
againft them. The petty governors, or Kia/chefs, 
had quitted the places of their command, and fol- 
lowed their mafter. The Bedouins, availing them- 
felves of their abfence, infefted all the roads, and 
pillaged on all fides. The villages made war on 
each other; and from them ifltied bands of rob- 
bers, more dangerous and more cruel than the Be-* 
douins. In (hort the moft complete diforder de- 
|bl^ted the face of the country, and every attempt 

* P^fcription dc TEgyptc, part ii. p. 5. 
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to travel was thought madnefs. But I was w^ary 
of remaining in a flateof ina<51ivity; and it grieved 
ine to fee my time paffing away, as well as the very 
fcanty allowance I received from government, with- 
out any attempt to accomplifh the objedl I had in 
view, that of trayerfiog Egypt. Thefe -conlidera^ 
tions overpowered all the remonftrances of pru- 
dence, and even thofe of friendfhip ; and lince it 
•was impra<51icable for me to penetrate into Upper 
Egypt, full of foldiers without difcipline, ancj rob- 
bers who knew no control, I determined to vifit 
that portion of the Lybian <lefert, which is called 
the defert of Nitria, or Saint Macarius. 

f I had written toCairOj to obtain from Ifmael bey, 
at that time, though for a very fhort period, go- 
vernor-general, oxjheik el belled^ orders to his fub- 
alternSj to prote<Sl me, and the flrongeft recom- 
ojiendatians^to ail, whofe pofleffions I Ihould have 
x)ccafion to traverfe. The hjgh degree of honour 
in which the profeflion of phyfic is held among the 
oriental nations is well known : It is a more power- 
ful egis, than all thc.recommendations of authority. 
With this I took care to coyer myfelf : and that 
nothing might be wanting to ray difguife, or rather 
to the precautions^ without which it would have 
fceen vain to attempt to travel i« that country, I 
aflTumed the name of Youjef (Jofeph)'. Conformably 
*o circumftances^ and according to the pcrfons with 

F 4 wbow 
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whom I had to deal, I was malloom, mafter, or 
kavotiadgiy merchant, or even Jidi^ fir. I did not 
nefitate even to wear the red turban, which, added 
to ray drefs, and that of my three companions, who 
wore the habit of the foldiers of the beys, made me 
pafs more than once for a Kiafchef^ or Mameluc 
officer, having the command of fonie diftri6l. 

Before I take my leave of Rofetta, 1 fhall infert 
the meteorological obfervations I made there ia 
November and December, the period qf my ftay. 
To thefe I ftiall add what J made during part of 
February, after my return. For thefe obfervations 
I ufed a mercurial thermometer, made by AlHer 
Perica, of Paris, a Ikilful artift for ipftrumepts of 
this kind. 

I made my obfervations three times a d^y : at 
eight o'clock in the morning, at noon, and at fix 
in the evening j as will appear from the fpllpwipg 
tables, 
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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS, 
MADE AT ROSETTA, 

In the Month of November, 1777. 



Pay 




Therm. 






of the 


Hour. 


of 


Wind. 


REMARKS. 


Montli. 




R^aum. 






15 


8 A.M. 


i8o 

/ 


N.N.W. 


At three in the morning there was 
a pretty heavy ihowcr, and this 
was the fiift in the year. At fe- 
ven there tell again a little rain ; 
and a rainbow appeared. At 
nine there was another ftorm, 
which continued ten minutes, 
, the wind having come round to 
the North. Weather cloudy. 
The wind blowing hard as the 
rain came on, and abating after 








it was over. 




Noon. 


l^o 


N. N. E. 


Cloudy weather. Strong gale. At 
one o'clock, a flight fmall rain, 
which continued iour or five mi- 
nutcs. 




6P.M* 


i8« 


N. N. E. 


Strcoig gale. Many clouds. 


f 


S A.M. 


i8°{ 


E. N. E. 


Light wind. Fine weather. 




Noon. 


19* 


N.E. 


Light wind. Many fcattered clouds. 




6 P. M. 


Igo 


N. E. 


Vei7 little wind. Sky a little cloudy. 


S 


8 A.M. 


i7"i 


N.E. 


Almoft calm. Clear fky. 




Noon. 


i8o 


N.E. 


Light wind* Fine weather. 




6 P.M. 


i8« 


N.E. 


Light wind. Clear iky. 


9 


8 A.M. 


i7°i 


Calm. 


Very- thick fog. 

Light wind. Sky a little cloudy. 




Noon. 


i8« 


N. E.* 




6 P.M. 


i8» 


N.E. 


Very liitle wind. Fine weather. 


IP 


8 A.M. 


iS** 


E. S. E. 


A 1 moll calm. Foggy. 




Noon. 


i8«i 


E.S.E. 


Light wind. Sky mifty. After i« 
o'clock the wind came round to 
the £a(V, and a little after to the 
N.N.E. 




6 P.M. 


i8<» 


N.E. 


Little wind. Fine weather. 


?i 


8A.M. 


I7"{ 


E. S. E. 


Little wind. Foggy. 




Noon. 


20» 


E. 


Little wind. Fine weather. 




6 P. M. 


. I9^f 


N. N. E. 


Little wind. Fine weather. 
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t)ay 

of the 
Month. 




Therm. 

of 
Reaum. 




REMARKS. 



"I 



^4 
36 



\ 17 



)S 



19 



8 A. M, 
NooB. 
6 P.M. 
8 A.M. 

Noon. 
6 P.M. 
8 A.M. 

Noon. 
6 P.M. 

8 A.M. 

Noon. 

6 P.M. 

8 A. M. 

Noon. 

6 P.M. 



8 A.M. 
Noon. 

6 P.M. 
8 A.M. 

Noon. 



6 P.M. 



8 A.M. 

Noon. 
6 P.M. 



I7°f 

i8« 

1701 

i7"i 



>oj. 



17 

»o« 

I7°4 
20? 

«9'f 



i8» 

18°} 
i8'>J 



i8°f 



17* 
17" 



-] 

N. 
N. 
N. 

N. N.W. 



N. by W, 
N. N.W, 

N. 

■N, 

W. 

w. 
w. 
w. 



w. 
w. 

w. 

Calm. 

N. E. 



Cajim, 



S. W. 

s. w. 
s. w. 



Abfcnt. 

Strong gale. Fine fveatlier. 
Strong gale. A little cloudy. 
Weather cleared up. 
Light wind. Sky cloudy toward 

theEaft. 
Strong gale. Cloudy^ 
Strong gale. Very cloudy., 
Calm. 

Very little wind. ' 
Very little wind. Fine vreatlier 

dm ing the whole of the day. 
Frcih breeze. Fine weather. 
Srong gale. Appearance of the (ky 

threatening a thunder rtorm. 
Light wind. Fine weather. 
Light wind. Thick f g. 
Light wind, fleecy ciouds. 
Light wind. Cloudy. During the 

w:holc of the evening it lightnerl 

in the £aft, but no thunder was 

heard. 
Almoft calm. Cloudy. 
Frefti breeze, with violent gufts of 

wind. Dark cloudy weather. 
Little wi;id. Rain. 
During the ^eater part of the night 

it rained. In the moi-ning cloudy. 
Strong g^ e. Cloydy weather. In 

the aitemoon the wind , came 

round i'uddenly to the S. S. W» 

and it ;'ained till 5 P. M, 
A great deal of lightning in the 

Eaft, without thunder. * Rain 

aimoft the whole of the night. 
Strong gjile. Very .clpudy weather. 

Rain at intervals. 
Very ftrong galei 
Strong gale. Frequent fcjiiaUs of 

rain during the courfe of the day. 

N. B. To this period, incluiive- 
ly, I kept my thermometer near 
the. window of my chamber^ the 
doors and windows of which were 
conitantly opeo^ except gt night % 
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Day 




rhcrm. 




« 


of the 


Hour. 


of 


Wind. 


REMARKS. 


Month. 




Reaum. 














but on the aid I removed it into 
the (hade, in a place conftantly ex- 
poled to the air, whence the great 
difference the reader is about toob* 
ferve. 


*3 


SA.M. 


..•J 


s.s.w. 


Very violent gale ever fince mid- 
night. A few fcattered clouds. 




Noon. 


If 


s.s.w. 


Very violent gale. The air ren- 
dered thick by the quantity of 
fand blown along by the wind. 




6 P. M. 


I3'4 


S.S.W. 


Gale ftin very violent* 1 have fel- 
dom feen a gale fo violent^ and 










of fo long continuance. After 
funfet, it abated a little, but ftill 
continued to blow with great 
violence. The air iliU thick 












f r 






with fand. 


24. 


SA.M. 


iCfii 


w. 


Before day the wind had coma 
round to the Weil, blowing 
violently, and feveral fqualls of 




. 








, 






rain occurred throughout the 






^ 




morning. 




Noon. 


"•* 


W.N.W. 


Strong gale. Cloudy. 




6 P.M. 


h'i 


W.N.W. 


Strong gale. The flcy befprinkled 
with clouds in every quarter. 


















At 9 P. M. a fquall of rain. 


^5 


8 A.M. 


■to" 


w. 


Strong gale. . Tolerably fine. 




Noon. 


!♦• 


W.S.W 


Strong gale. Fine weather. 




6 P.M. 


n'i 


w.s.w. 


Little wind. Fine weather. 


,t6 


8 A. M. 


I4?i 


S.byW. 


Strong gale. Fine. At 6 A. M. 
the wind was very piercing, and 
the cold very (harp ; the ther- 










momerer, however, was not lower 
than 9«'i. 




Noon. 


'5° 


W. 


Very violent gale. The (ky be- 
fprinkled with little clouds. At 
a P. M. a iquall of rain, accom- 
panied with a very violent guft 
of wind, and a rainbow. At 8 
P. M. another Iquail of rain» 
more confiderable tlian the for- 




6 P.M. 


l+o 


W.byS. 


mer. 
Heavy gale. Rain. Both the gale 
and the i-aln continued all the 
night. 


-7 


8 A.M. 


lo'f 


W.S.W. 


Strong gale. Rain. 




Noon. 


«3«« 


W. S.W. 


Strong gale. Rain. 
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t)ay 




Therm. 


' 




of the 


Hour. 


of 


Wind. 


REMARKS. 


Month. 




Rcaiim. 






»7 


6 P.M. 


i**'^ 


w. s,w. 


Strong gale. Rain, which con- 
tinued almoft all the ni^ht. 


28 


8 A. M. 


io«i 


N. N.W. 


Strong gale. Rain till 9 A. M. 




Noon. 


ifi 


N. N.W. 


Strong gale. Tolei-ably fine j but 
this did not continue lon^, for 


















there were fome iiquallB of rain 










in the afternoon. 




6 P.M. 


11° 


N. N.W. 


Very ftrong gale. Cloudy. Fre- 
quent fqualU of rain during the 
night. 


»9 


5 A.M. 


io°f 


W.l^N. 


Little wind. J^ain during tl\e whole 
of the morning. 




Noon. 


120} 


w. 


Little wind. Rain. After noon 
the weather cleared up a little. 


, 


6 P.M. 


II® 


w. 


Little wind. Cloudy, without raiu. 


39 


8 A.M. 


ll-i 


w: 


Little wind. A flight fmall rain 
for a few minutes. Cloudy. 




Noon. 


I5«4 


w. 


Little wind. Fine weather. 




6 P.M. 


I4°f 


w. 


Little wind. Fine weather. 



Remarks on the. pre ceiling Tahk, 

The firft days of this month were the beginning 
of winter, at Rofetta, Alexandria, and on all the 
coaft of Egypt. The firft rain of the year fell on 
the 6th, and the bad weather was almoft inceflant 
during the whole conrfe of the month. From Ihe 
1ft to the 6th, when I was unable to make any re- 
gular obfervations, the wind was to the north, or 
north-north-eaft ; and every morning there was a 
thick fog, which continued fometimes till ten 
o'clock. 
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The trind varied greatly during the coUrfe of 
the month ; yet it blew longer from the weft-* 
ward, than from any other quarter. It frequently 
blew with violence ; but the hardeft gale* was on 
the 22d, at fouth-weft, and the 23d, when it was 
at it's greateft height, at fouth-fouth-weft. It is 
feldom th£it fo ftrong a gale continues two^ days 
with equal impetuofity. Thefe foutherly gales arc 
the winds that prove (b dangerous and fatal to 
caravans and travellers, who happen to be at the. 
time on the fands of Egypt, and run the rifk of 
being fufFocated by the burning blaft, or ftifled 
by the mountains of fand it raifes. On the 23d, 
though there are no large trads of fand in the 
neighbourhood of Rofetta, the air in this town 
^as fo loaded with fine particles of fand, that they 
penetrated into the apartments, notwithftanding 
both windows and doors were fhut* This extra- 
ordinary quantity df fand was brought by the 
M^ind from the defert of St. Maearius, and it's en* 
vironSi 

Aftei* my thermonieter was expofed to the open 
air, that is to fay, during a fpace of eight daySj 
the higheft degree of heat it indicated was 15, on 
the 30th at noon, and it never fell below 10^* 
The cold, however, was very perceptible to my 
feelings^ chiefly in the morning. 

I ob- 
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I obferved a rainbow twfce : the firft In {he 
morning of the 6tb, after which fair weather en-' 
fued ; the fcCond in the aftdfnooh of the 26tb'; 
which was followed by very foul weathe^. This 
fcrves to confirm the vulgar opinion, that the ap- 
pearance of this phenomenoil in the morning in- 
dicates fair weather, in the evening, foul.* 

* In fome parts of England, at lead, the vulgar faymg il 
precifely the reverfe of this. At any rate, two fiich inflance^ 
can have very little weight in eftablidunje^ or controverting d 
general rule.— 1[\ 
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dJecember, 1777. 



Day 
of the 




Therm. 






Hour. 


of 


Wind. 


REMARKS. 


Month. 




Reaum. 






X 


8A. .y.. 


IX** 


s. s.w. 


Little wind. Fine weather. 




Noon. 


»4^ 


w. 


Little wind. Fine weather. 




6 P.M. 


13" 


w. 


Little wind. Fine weather. 


2 


8 A.M. 


IfOJ 


w. 


Little wind. Fine weather. 




Noon. 


i5^i 


N.W. 


Little wind. The flcy befprinklcd 
with a few blackiOi clouds. 




6 P. M. 


!+• 


N.W. 


Little wind. Fine weather. 


3 


8 A.M. 


Il°{ 


N.W. 


Little wind. Fine weather. Ever 
fmce run.rife there has been a 




Noon. 


«5** 


N.E. 


flight fog. 
Little wind. Fine weather. 




6 P. M. 


14" 


N. E. 


Little wind. Fine weather. 


4 


8 A.M. 


120f 


E. 


Little wind. Fine weather. 




Noon. 


i6« 


E. N.E. 


Frefli breeze. Fine weather. A few 
large dark clouds. 




6 P. M. 


15^ 


E. N. E. 


Strong gale. Cloudy. 


5 


8 A. M. 


21«» 


Calm. 


Pine weather. 




Noon. 


14** 


N. 


Little wind. Fine weather. 




6 P.M. 


13** 


N. 


Little wind. Fine weather. 


6 


8 A.M. 


13^ 


Calm. 


Foggy. 




Noon. 


I7°i 


N. 


Very little wind. Weather a little 
cloudy. 




6 P.M. 


14^ 


N. 


Very little wind. Lefs cloudy than 
at noon. A flight fog. 


y 


8 A.M. 


lioj 


N. N.W. 


Almoft calm, blight fog, with 
fleecy clouds. 




Noon. 


i6» 


N. 


Little wind. Fine weather. 




6 P.M. 


13"} 


N. 


Very little wind. Fine weathcf. 


S 


8 A, M. 


«5« 


N.N.E. 


Little wind. Cloudy. 




Noon. 


i6«> 


N. N. E. 


Prefti brccic. Fine weather. 




6 P.M. 


14* 


E. N. E. 


Frelh breeze. Fine weather. 


9 


8 A. M. 


»4"{ 


N. N. E. 


Frefli brtcze. Fine weather. 




Noon. 


160 


N.N.E. 


Stron? gate. Small icattered clottds. 
Very Tittle wind. Sky almoft en* 




6 P.M. 


H^ 


N.N.E. 










lirely clear. 


20 


8 A.M. 


I5« 


N. N. E. 


Strong gale. Many clouds. 




Noon. 


I;** 


N.E. 


Strong gal«. Sk.y almoft entirdj 
clear. 




6 P.M. 


854 


N.E. 


Strong gaU* Clear lky» 
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Day 




Therm. 






of the 


Hoiir, 


of 


Wind; 


REMARKS. 


Month. 




R6aum. 






IZ 


"8 A. M. 


i+^i 


£. 


Little wind. Fine weather. 




Noon. 


17^ 


N. E. 


Strong gale. Sky ainioft entirely 
clear. 




6 P.M. 


i6« 


N. N; E. 


Little wind. Fine weather.. 


** 


8 A.M. 


13^ 


N. 


Almoft cairn. Cloudy. 




Noon. 


i6«> 


N.N.Wi 


FreOi gale. Cloudy. 




6 P.M. 


14^{ 


N.TSI.W. 


Frefli gale. Cloudy. The wind 
afterwards increafed, and the 
weather cleared up. During the 
whole night the idirind Was very 
violent; 


H 


8 A.M. 


12* 


N. W. 


Violent gale. Weather cloudy, and 
threatening rain. The Nile con- 
iidcrably raifed by the wind> 






* 




which alfo occafioned in it a 
great fwelL About noon there 
was a little fquall of rain, in 
very fine drops, driven on with 
rapidity by the wind. 




Noori. 


9' 


N.W. 


Very violent gale. Cloudy. In the 
afternoon a fmall rain for a few 
moments. 




6 P.M. 


9* 


N. W. 


The ftrength of the gale dtmininied 
a little. Weather doudy. 


. U 


8 A.M. 


12« 


W. 


Strong gale. Cloudy. A flight 
raih. 




Noon* 


14^ 


W. 


Strong gale; Slight foiall rain at 
intervals. 


I 


6 P.M. 


!!•{ 


w. 


Strong gale. Cloudy; Afewfqualls 
of rain iti the evening, and dur« 
ing the night; 


is 


8 A.M. 


n» 


N.W. 


Little wind. Cloudy. 




Noon. 


•i5°J 


w. 


Little wind; Cloudy. 




6 P.M. 


14*^ 


W.N.W 


Very littlci wincl. Clotidy. 


16 


8 A.M. 


ii« 


s. 


Very little wind. A few imall 
white clouds. 




Noon. 


,3^ 


s. 


Little wind. Tile horizon doudy 
in the fouth. 




6 P.M. 


120^ 


s. 


Strong gale. Sky^ doudy, and 
threatening a ftorm*- 


' ' J7 


8 A.M. 


II«i 


SiE. 


Little wind. Weather a little 
cloudy. About io o'clock, it 
cleared up, and continued vei-y 
fine the remainder of the day. 


3S 


SA.M. 


13* 


w. 


Little wind. A fog, which reaf- 
cended into the atmofphere, and 

« the iky became coveted mth 
clouds. 
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Day 

of the 




Tberm. 


1 


' t 


Hour. 


of 


Wind. . 


REMARKS.: 


Month. 




Reaum. 




1 t 


aS 


Noon* 


.i6» 


w. 


Fttfh brettc. Cloudy; ' " 




6 P.M. 


15* 


w. 


LitHewind. Cloudy. 

Frefli breeze. Sky cloudy, and vtxf 


»9 


8 A.M. 


130 


w. 










gloomy tovwird the north. 




Noon. 


i6«» 


w. 


Sti-onggile. plearflcy. 

The horizon ; cloudy to the weft** 




6 P.M. 


n^ 


w. 










ward* At ^ o*cIock ia the eVtn-& 


20 


«A.M. 


164 


s. s. w. 


ipg a little taiu. 
Verj' little AviJld; Fitie weather. . 




Noon. 


N.W. 


Very little wi^id. Fine Urcather. 




6 P. M. 


»5** 


N. 


Vei^ litrfe vfind. Tlje horizoa 
cloudy-in the north- ^weft. * 




. 




- 


«z 


8* A.M. 


ii«>i 


aim. 


Foggy; 1 




Noon. 


1 5^1 


E. • 


Al^noft calm. The iky bcfprinklcd 
with fcattered clouils. 




6 P.M. 


144 


N.E. 


Very little wind. Sky cloudy, and 
very l)lack in the north. 


Iz 


sa.m; 


"^ 


fi, s: E. 


Freffa^e. Cloudy. 




Noon. 


15- 


s.ir. 


Freft breeze. Cloudy* At 2 P.M. 
sC little rain fell for a itw mi* 






. 




nutes. 




6 p: M. 


»3' '■ 


s.e:. 


Little wind. Cloudy. 


*3 


8 A.M. 


»j!.7 


w.s.w. 


Liiticwiotf. Very cloudy weffo^KT. 




. NOOD. 


»4» 


s. w. 


Drizzling^rain all the mornli^g. 
Freilh {;ak.'Vcry ibbudy. Dru« 

zling rain. 




6 P.M. 


„*i. 


S. Wv 


Strong gaile. Very cloudy. Driz- 
cling rain. 


"4 


8 A.M. 


ii« 


w. 


Frelh breeze. The cloods, \fhicl4 
had <9»fieiely covered libc '^y# 
began to break. 


. . -.' 


..NoQDi 


.. ii*i . 


S..W. 


Frefti breew. The clouds woit fc- 
parated than in the morning; 




6 P.M. 


ji" 


s. w. 


Frefli breeze. 


*5 


8 A.M. 


9' 


s. w. 


Strong gale. At fun-rife there waa 
a confiderable rain^ which con- 
tinued till 12 o'clock* 




Noon. 


14° 


w. s.w: 


Strong gale. . The horizon cloudy^ 
a ftw fqualls of rain. 


' 


6 P.M. 


t»» 


s. w* 


The. flcy ahnoft wholly free from 
clouds .* but the horizon thick 


•-'.' - '' 


«.J^.- 






towawl the Jibuti, 


*6 " 


8 A.M. 


ti« 


s. 


Little wind. Cloudy. 




Noon. 


«S* 


S. S. E. 


Little wind. Fine -weather. 




6r.M. 


I3«f- 


S. S. £. 


Little wind. Fine w<;atheri 
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TRAi^LS IN. vnza. 



of tL 

Month. 


Hwir. 


Therm. 

pt 
RIaum. 


Wind. 


REMARKS. 


a7 

aS 

*9 


8. A.M. 

Noon. 

6 P. M. 

8 A.M. 

Noon. 

6 P.M. 


lO^i 


W.S.W. 

. S.W. 
W.S.W. 

w.s,w. 
w. 
w. 


Almoft calm. A little fog. QloonrMr 
weather. At 9 A. M. a littfe 
drizzling rain began to fall^ and 
continued till near no«n. 

dLittle wind. Weather cloudy» and 
gloomy. 

Very littly wind. Weather cloudy, 
and gloomy. 

Little wind. Fine weather. 

Clear (ky. Very fine weather. . 

Little wind. Very fine weather. 

Very fine weather. 

Itft Rrfetta. 



hr: 



Remarks on the preceding Table. 



The month of December was in general finer 
'^^•tian that of November. The wind, to the 1 5th, 
.: blew almoft always from the northern quarter; and 
.;:j^e remaiotjer of the month from the fouthcrn. 
j.^ T^ere was but one ftorm of wind, from the north- 
^ : weft, on the 13th, which was lefs violent, and of 
-'^^ fbortier duration, than that in the month of No- 
vember. . . ' 

.The greateft heat indicated by the' thermometer 

' was 17^1, on the 6th. The wind was northerly, 

i. but almoft a calm: in the morning the weather 

^ ' Kad beem foggy, arid it was a little cloudy the 

whole day. 

The • 
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The coUeft day wa$ the 13th. ,,The thcnno- 
meter, after having been at 1^^ in lie morningi 
fell to 9^. ..Before noon the wind blew very vio- 
lently from the north-weft : the weiatber was very 
cloudy, and Tome rain felL 

Thus the difference between the hotted day and 
the coldeft in this month was 8^|> and the mean 
between the two IS^J* 
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FEBRUARY, 1778. 



ofSe 


• 


Themii 






Hour. 


of 


Wind. 


REMARKS. 


Month. 




Rlaum. 






I 


SA.M. 


. «S" 


W.N-W 


Pre(h breeze. Large and denf* 
bhckdoudf. At half after xt 
a fmali rain felJ, and continued 
for a quarter of an hour. 




Noon. 


• 


W.N.W 


Freih breeze. Several large feat- 
tered clouds. 




6 P. M. 


!♦• 


W.N.W 


Frefli breeae. Clear fky. 


2 


SA.M. 


ii'i 


S.E. 


Little wind. Sky mifty, with fomt 










fcattered clouds« At 9 A. M. 
a little fquail of rain. 




Noon. 


i6« 


N.VebyN 


Little wind. The horizon loaded 
with thick i^apourt. 




'6P.M- 


1+'' 


N* 


Little wind. Pine weather. 


3 


8A*M. 


n' 


N. N.VV. 


Strong gale. From midnieht till 9 
A. M* a heavy rain MU with % 
ftrong N. N. W. wind. 












Noon. 


n' 


N.W/ 


Very ftrong gale. Several large 
fcattered clouds. 




6P-M. 


ii'i 


N.W. 


Very ilreng gale. The horizon co.« 
vered with black clouds. At 7 
P. M. it. began to rain, aad con- 
tinued pan of the night. 
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M.-f! 11 f' 








bay 

of the 




Therm. 






Hmir, 


: Pf 


VTvid. 


BSlMARKS. '■ * 


\idhth. 




Rlaum. 


. 




, 4 


8 A, M, 


,"^ 


■N. W. . 


little wind. Cloudy. At. 5 A- M. 




"; 




.., .. 


• the vriml came round to tlie weft, 
. .with xain. , 




Noon. 


Il«l 


W*.*^ 


Little wind. Kaih. 




6 P.M. 


11° 


w. 


Little wind. Cloudy. At 8 P. M. 
a very heavy rain fell, which 










continued tiie whole ni^t. 


5 . 


8. A, M.^ 


. ti'i 


N.W, 


Little wind. Cloudy. At 9 A.M. 

ram, S^icli continued all the 

morning. * ,. . . 
Little wiiM. Raift; which continu- 




Noon. 


Il«> 


N.W. 










ed the whole of the day and 










night, in heavy fqualls, accom- 






- 


: 


<panied wijh violent guft« of 
wind. 


6 


8AJ^. 


8«| 


W. 


Strong gale. Rain, 




Noon. 


ip*»i H 


W. * 


€tr«iig gale, with a very heavy 
rain, dudng the remainder of the 








* 








. 


day, and pait of the night. 


7 


Ti^rw. 


-io^f ■ 


wnjrrw; 


Lmtewtnd. Ctendy:-^onw rain 

in. th^ mortiing. 




•lioom-^ 


'•^5» 


N. ijr.Wv 


F/e(hbree«c. Left eJdudjy thart in 

tUe-^moriitnei, and the fun ap- 
. . . . • 








: 


■'.' "" *" 






" " ' *^ 






6T.M. 


■il*'". 


N. N.W, 


Lhtle wind* Left cloudy than at 


T • 1 


"' 






n^on. 1 
Little wind, dlear (ky. Fine wea- 


-- f ^ 


1 A. M. 


!!• 


8. 3.W. 


. 


'• 






ther. 


.■fi ' • • ; 


Noon. 


14* ' 


$.' ' 


Lhtle wind. Very fint wtather. 




6 P. M. 


tl«} 


N.,N.W. 


Little wind.* Pine weather. 


9 


•8A.M. 


tc-i 


S.8.E., 


F^ hr^tie. ; Air Coaled with 

denfe vapours. 




Noon. 


'if 


S.E. 


Frelji breeze. Cloudy. 
Strong g^le. tti's clpud^ than at 
noon. 1 •' 




«P.M. 


xi^i 


i. 


10 


8 A.M. 


r<^\ 




Alnloft calm. (Fine weatler. 




Noon. 


iC" 


Strohggal^. Sineweathtr. 




6 P.M. 


13*^ 


w.-- 


Little wind 4 ^ine^weather. " 


"^ 11 


8 A.M. 


io« 


Mr. 


Little wind. I^ine weathtr. 




' WdonV 


' I'so- 


>1^- 


Little wind. Pine weather. 




6 P.M. 


,30 . 


talm. 


Vert fine weather. 


12 


8 -A.M. 


104 


S/W. ^ 


Lute wind. Very fine wtather. 




Noon. 


2 5» 


wlii.w 


Lrtt c wind% Vei»y-f5rie wteatber. 




6 P.M. 


"•. 


Alnloft calm. jVery fine Weather. 


•■■'<3 


8 A.M; 


11*> - 


';N.jW. 


Little wind, j A few fcattered 




1 J . ,, 
Noon. 


■ .i'i 


N. N.W. 
^ J 


Ci )Ud8. 

Frcfc breeze. X few clouds. 
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toay' 
of %; 



Hour^ 



rrrf 



Thefm. 

.. of 
Reaum. 



.^iB^f^ 



REMARKS. 



»3 



-X5 



i6 



^7 



6 P.M. 



ij' 



8 A.M. 
Noon. 

8 A.M. 

Noon. 

6 P.M. 

.8 A. Mg 
'Noon.- 
6 P.M. 
8 A.M. 



13" 

lo'*} 
17H 
i3°i 

- io«J 
-17^1 

io4 



N.hyW, 



N. N.W. 
N. by W, 

■ • N* *• 

S. S,T. 

S.£« . 

S. S. t. 

S. 

w.- ► 



Almoft caliQ. A ^re^t ipany 

clouds. 
Almoft calm. Cloudy. 
Little wind. Cloudy. 
Ali^oft pa(m. Cloody. 
Freih breeze. Fine weather. 
Strong gale. Ftneweatb^. 
Strong gale. Tbe iky obfcured by 

denlfr vapour^. 
Strong gale. Fine weather* 
Strong gale. Fine weather. ' 
Little le^ind. Fine, weather. 
Little wind. Very thick fog. 



^Remarh on the preceding Table. 

- Of' the firft fevcnteeh days in the month of 
February, the 15th' was the hotteft, and the ffth 
was the leaft warm. On the 15th the thermome- 
ter at noon was at 17^| ; on the 6th at noon it 
was at 10^1, after having been at 8^| in the morn- 
ing. On this day the wind blew a ftrong gale 
from the weft, and it had rained inceflantly for 
two days. On the 15th, the day of the greateft 
heat, the wind blew from the fouth^fouth-eaft and 
fouth-eaft, and the weather was fine. The diiFer- 
ence of heat between thefe two days was 7^> and 
the mean term of heat was 14^. 

During thefe feventeen days the wind was very 
variable; yet it blew more frequently from the 
^ ^ • ^ G 3 weft ward, 
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^weffward, than from any other quarter.^ ' The, wear 

ther was very bad^ and lifae rain almdft continual^ 

- aecompanied with violent gufts of wind. /During 

the b3,d weather the .wind was, wcftcrly.' * : 

It miift be obferycd likewife, that, whenever the 
wind blew with any ftrength from the foUth-eaft, 
Or ifouth-fouth-eaft, the weather was thick and 
jnifty, This was a general remark I madi? during 
the whole time of my obfervations at Rofetta : for 
in the month- of December the wind was three 
times fouth-eaft, or fouth-fouth-eaft, with thick 
weather ; and fo in November the wind blew fop 
two days together from the caft-fouth-eaft, and 
ithe'air was obfcured, in the morning, with a thick 
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GHAP. XXV. 



* . » 

Departure from Rofetfa^-^BedoumS'^-Agreement 

with the Arabs-^Titmuh at Aboukir — Camp ht^^ 

tween Aboukir and Alexandria — Wild oxen-^Con^ 

fequence of the iumuJt at Aboukir — Lifcription-^ 

Camp of Bedouins Cameh-^-Alarm in the 

Camp Manners and hofpitaVity of the Bedouins 

— Opinion peculiar to them-^Ancient cube. 

THE 29th of December was fixed upon for th* 
day of irfy departure. We had mules to ride 
oir, tile beafis ufually employed for the iaddle OQ 
the rbad to Alexandria ; and a ciamd to^^rry ou^ 
baggage, which was contained in two caff&fsy a 
handfome kind of large covered panier, faftened 
one on each fide of the camel'. The conful would 
make his janiffary accompany me as far as About:- 
kir, where I hoped to find means of reaching the 
dcfert of Nitria ; and" at nine o'clock in the morA^ 
ing we fet out on our journey. * 

This time we found, at the Lake'df Maadie, a 
commodious decked boat. Half a league beyoni 
this ancient mouth of the Nile was a fmall camp 
of Bedouins. They prefented" us with water, 
according to cuftom, and were very 'preffing .fc* 
tis to pa& the night under tl^eir tents. A few days 
G 4 before. 
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before, fome European merchants^ comfng from 
Alexandria with their, wives, ao^ detained at the 
ferry for want of a toat, had been Obliged to fleep 
\n the camp of tbefe Bedouins,. and fppke mucl^i 
in their praife. J^Jot having the leaft m\ftrpfr of 
them, I hired fome. of them to efcort the camel, 
whofe flqwpefs |iad greatly retarded the progrefe' 
of our journey, while we went before with, .the 
janiflarji and. our mules^ and arrived at Aboukir 
about eight o'clock in the. evening. We alighted 
at the hbufe of the Jew interpreter, who received 
US wiitb t^ftiiipopies o^finc^pel^pitality, •.-— r-^. r^ 



;, . When'the; good Jew; waa infarmedof J^e. obJQiSk 
of my iourneg^^ and I requ^fted him tp procure 
Bie cameb, that: I .might prpoeeij to. the defect, bo 
bsclaimed: againft the rafhneis of the undertaking,; 
t4prefented it as extremely dangerous, nay evcfi 
mad; anjifinifhed with declaring that be would do 
f)6tbing in it, becaufe he :?wou)d not be the caufe 
of my deftruAion, which he confidercd as Inevi- 
table. When he found I grew^angny, and affured 
him that nothing could make me change my refo- 
Jution, fori w^ determined on thp journpy, he 
|fave> up the point, .^ 

A (hejici:, or chief oC ihe Bedouin Arabs wac 
^encamped at a little diflance from Aboukir. , H<i 
•was a man well known, bjn^ve^ aad entrufied.jyitb 

guarding 
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4|uarding the road from Alexandrist to Hofttti, 
^or hinj the interpreter fent/thougit witb-'grett 
f*elu<^ance» ^od at ipidoigbt hearrivedi Our 9gree^ 
xnent was made at the inftant. / The Arab was to 
furnifh us with a horfe and four camels^ and to 
accompany me for fbiar.'patacais* a day, without 
my being at any expenfe for food, cither for him 
for his beafts^ At day-break a notary of the couti«- 
. try drew up our agreement in Arafbic; thfe Jew in- 
terpreter having noted down the conditionis. .He 
wrote inSpanifli, Kfce all'thofe of his countrymen 
who refide here, but with Hebrew cbaradters ; jiift 
ps our German Jews employ thefe chara<5ters for 
jwriting ^German*. The contract was .%ned bf 
witadSes, a precaution at which t fmiled withm 
tnyfclf ; for Jo what tribunal fhould I have brougU; 
my Bcfiouip, if- be had -not fulfilled his engage*- 
incqts ? The contracting parties, the notary, the 
witncffbs, tbe;Jew5 the janiflary, and my compar 
nions, all fat on thegroundin a. circle; and when 
the contraift was figned, each ftretching out his 
Jt^nd, naadj? a (hprt prayer to God and to Mahom- 

♦ Pataca is the name ufed m the Egyptian trade to denote 
a (liver -coin of Hungary^ worth five livres, ten fous, or four 
-Aillin^ and feven pence. It is a corruption oi ahoutaka (fa«- 
thor of the window), which thie Arabs have given the piece» 
beeaufe they miilake the cpat of aftns for a window. In thf 
, fame manner they call the dollar of Holland ahouidb (father 
.of the dog) , on account of the awkif ard %uf e of ^ lion upon 
' it, whiclj tb^ jtake for a ^og, 
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met^ Whidi be finiihed by taking bold of bis beard, 
or cbihy witb the right hand^ the mode of fweaiv 
ing to fulfil a promife^ which guarantees the per- 
formance of every agreement, written or verbal. 

While thefe prdiminaries were fettling, the peo* 
pic of Aboukir, who had found the pyramidal ilon^ 
which I had purchafed on my firft journey, and 
which had given birth to a multitude of difficul- 
ties, aflfembled together/.on hearing of my return, 
and fiirred up their fellow townimen, under pre^ 
tence that I had carried away a treafure from' their 
country, and was hiring camels to. carry off others 
of ftill greater value. Again they demanded of 
ip.e. the .price of the great riches of which I had de^ 
prived them. The tumult became general ; the 
barber governor >Hrobld likewife have his (hare of 
the ingots of gold I bad taken, and of thofe I was 
preparing to carry away from him befide. He 
made. his (hop ring, with imprecations againfi thcf 
Franks in general, and mc in. particular. The Je\ir 
interpreter quaked forfearx the janiflary harangued 
the mob, to convince them of their miftake : my 
companions were alarmed ; and I Nvas not without 
my apprehenfions, though I concealed them, -and 
afFcifted unconcern. and contempt for all this up- 
roar, which, in faft, was 'not unlikely to lead to 
more ferious coDfequences. That no doubts might 
be entertained of my' (ecurity, I detained the mules 

from 
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from' Rotetta, and refotved to traverfe that part of 
thecoaff, which lies betwcdi Aboukiriind Alex- 
andria. 

At eight a'clock in the morning I fet off! 1 
paffed through a little village very near Aboukir, oa 
the weft fide of it, which is called Kajr Dsjamt, or 
Caftle of the Mofqiic. In. fecft there is a temple 
in it. Beyond this village I met with nothing, on 
my way to Alexandria, but feveral fpacib.us houfes; 
all {landing fingle, though at no great diftance 
from each other. Tbey are. inhabited by farmers ; 
are tolerably Well built^ of modern conftrudion-, 
and among the ftones employed in building them 
are fome fragments of granite^ the remains of an- 
cient edifices. Each of thefe boiifes bears the ap- 
pellation of kafr^ or cafile, to which fome particu- 
lar word of defignation is added. Though they 
arc inclofcd within walls, they are not fecurc agninft 
the depredations of the Bedouins, who fomctimcs 
break through the walls to plunder them* I fought 
in vain for the caftle of the Caefars, Kafr Kiajfera^ 
mentioned by Danville in his ancient geography*; 
and laid down on his map of Egypt, as if it ftill 
exifted under'it's Arabian name* I enquired of th^ 

* ** A little dillance from Alexandria, and qn the fliorc, a 
*• place, the name of which, Niccpotis^ perpetuated the remern- - 
*• branceof an advantage obtained by Augiiftus gver Antony, 
** is now called K^Jr Kiajfhra^ or Caitie of the Cficfars.'*— 
Geographie ancicnne, par Danville, tome i. p. 1 1 • 
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inhabitants of the coaft ; but they all ailured me 
that they never heard of Kafr Kiajfera; This caf- 
tle of the Caefars, however, was probably a depen-* 
dancy of TapofirtSy which Strabo mentions* by the 
fiame oiTdpofiris parva^ to diftingUifti it from ano- 
ther town of the fan}e name. Thither it was that 
Antony frequently repaired, to forget the grandeur 
of the Roman name- in "the lap of pleafure, and 
barter bis glory for the charms of the beautiful and 
yoluptuAus Cleopatra. - - 

. All this coaft is. formed of hillocks of fand, be- 
hind which a low land, often fubjeft to inunda- 
tions, affords a few fpots capable of cultivation. 

After I had taken fomc refrefhment under the 
fliade of a few date trees, within two cannon-fhots 
of Alexandria, I retufned toward Aboukir, and 
pafled by two or three tents of Bedouins. They 
kept a few wild oxen, which having been caught 
very young, were become as tame as the common 
,ones. A few fhades of colour excepted, they 
greatly refembled the zehu defcribed by BufFon.-f' 

On my return to Aboukir I found the people in 
ftill greater fermentation than before my departure. 
Some atrocioujj villains, fuch as are to be found in 
the midft of all difturbanccs, impudent calumnia- 
tors, affirmed, that they had feenme feveral times, 

* Lib. 17. t Hift. Nat. des Quadrupcdes, 

' " , ' arrive 
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«nrtve in their neighbonrhood by nighty load mf 
beads with gold and depart immediately. This 
was enough to raife the tumult to it's height. 
They agreed to fuffer us to load the caniels, 
which the Bedouins were to bring me with theii: 
riches ; and then to fall upon us, and maflacre u% 
in order to recover the treafures of which wfe 
were robbing them. This fcheme, which alarmed 
my comrade^, greatly dinoiniflied my apprehen- 
fions. I had rcfolved/not to allow liiyfclf to be 
attacked with impunity. The next day the Be^ 
douins came for me with the camels. The diflci- 
lute and imbecile populace furrounded us,: but 
feeing, that I had not theleaft appearance of bc^ 
ing afraid of them, and in particular obferving, 
that the camels took away nothing but men, anA 
the paniers which .we brought with us, they fug- 
fered us to depart quietly, except beftowing on 
tis a few menaces, to which t paid little regard'. 

On taking leave of the Jew interpreter, he im- 
portuned me afrefh to relinquifh my defign, cf 
which he faid he W^s fure tihcnild'Hcft'fail to bfe 
the vidlim. He urged me to refle<ft on thfe dunger 
to which THiOMld^t expofed, in diftri<^ where i 
-could bbpe for tio prote6lST,'and of which I migHt 
j-ttdge from what had juft pafcd in a town, where 
thie baWt'of feeing £uropttnskn<l tbei* fti^ps hatt 
siqt prevented. .tpefrpm incurringrconfidcrable rilk. 
X thanked htm for hid aoxietj^^ tbc j^mflary ro- 
Vrf fumed 
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fumed the road to Rofetta *, and. we dire<3ed pur 

courfe to the fouth eaft. 

I had given the janiflary a letter for Mr. Fometi, 
in which I acquainted him with the tumult, that 
bad taken place at Aboujcir, of which I had been 
the occaiion, and in which my life had been at 
ftake. , This he imparted to the Aga of Rofetta, 
who fell into a great paffion with the people of 
Aboukir; fealled them dogs, which ^was putting 
them upon a level with Europeans ; offered Mn 
. Forncti to have them punifhed ; an offer, whicb^ 
as may be fuppofed, was not accepted ; and added, 
thatj. if I chofe to makp thjefame j'purney again, 
I (hould be- accompanied by one of his people, be- 
fore whom all Aboukir would tremble: a mode of 
governing worthy of mea fubjeifk to fuch chiefs, 

Wc crofled a fandy plain, uncultivated, and en- 
tirely deftitute of inhabitants. A numerous herd 
of antelopes* appeared at a diftance. On our way 
we found the tomb of a MufTulman faint. Thefe 
jtombs are ufually enclofed witbip .a little chapel, 
•and pious Mahometans never fail to enter ihen>, 
and put up their prayers. I entered without cere* 
inooy into this, with my Bedouin (heick, who was 
jealled Huffein. In it I obferved a fragment of beau- 
tiful white marble, on which a Greek; in^riptipB^ 

• * Pafan. Bufibn» Hiil.'Nat. dcs QvLzditw^t^ea&i^Jnttkfpe 

.- .. .1 was 



Digitized by 



Google 



AND LOWEK EGYPT. ^ 

was engraved. Half of the firft line was oblitera- 
ted ; the reft was in good prefervatiori, but the 
characters were rudely formed. On my exprefling 
fome defire to have this marble, Huflein, who felt 
no fcruple about profaning the place, pulled it up 
from the pavement of which it made a part, and 
ibl4 it to mc. It was twenty-two inches long, fix- 
teen wide, and a little more than four inches thick. 
It was among a great number of curiofities, which 
I had intended for the national collections, and of 
which I have been robbed ; though for this fcan- 
dalous breach of faith I can accufe neither the 
Arabs, nor any of the orientals. I (hall infert the 
infcription here, with a tranflation, for which, as 
well as the notes accompanying it, I am indebted 
to citizen Gail, the learned profeflbr of Greek li- 
terature in tiie Ck)llege of France. 

^xeYTOA 

TOCGIlAEX^OYie- 

AirYIlTIAKHCAIOI 

AFAIAnoeeMGAI 

BAeOYCnHXA6KA 

AMHKOVCnHXAl- 

RAPP'-AAeSANZJPOY 

TOYTATMATOCKAI 

rynTiAKHCAioi 
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i ........ . EUTOLTUS^ 

d^OVERNOR OF THE ^IN^TEESTTH (NoPie)^ 
IN HONOUR OF THE EGYPTIAN JUPTTEH. 

THIS (monument) has at its foundation T%tt 

ClTBITS* 
IT^S PERPENDICULAR elevation IS FORTY 

CUBtTS. THE HEIGHT OF IT's SIDliiS IS A'HUl^-^ 
DRED CUBITS.. : 

IN HONOUR OF ALBXANl)ER, 
OF HIS ARMY, AND 
OP THE EGYPTIAN JUPITER. - ' 

" This infcription, which, at the firft fight, ap- 
peared eafy to me, offers great difficulties^ 

" I (hall not attempt to divine the import of the 
firft two letters, p and x, the points preceding them 
indicating an hijitu5*.-.The da(h after iirx^'x, denotes 
an abbreviation, whiclv it wa» not more difficult for 
me to fuppi y, than to guefs ^t the* elllpfis of the 
word i<o/x.or, or dfpqrtmeftt . The third line appears* 
to me fufccptible of twofigriifications. Aiyu7r1*a)ttjr 
Aiot may fignify, either in hoDoaif <)f the Jupiter of 
the land of Egypt (^^^^f a^ being imderftood after 
ft«yuW?*«xu?), or in ionor of Jthe. Egyptian Jupitei*, 
that is to fay, probably- Ifis, ihe fame as the moon. - 
(On the fiibjetSl of Ifis, fee rOfigine des.Cultes of 
my celebrated colleague, Dupuis, the mytholo- 
gift.) \. , _..- 
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^^ At the word Atoi fome grammarian might ftop 
me. This, I fhall obferve, is the genitive of Zwc : 
Zn;? having A«o? in the genitive cafe, for Which ^m 
is put ionically. Here let me remark by the by, 
that the modern Greeks, as probably the ancienta 
did likewife, pronounce the diphthong ai like our 
i [ee\^ whence the Latirts ,appear to me to have 
derived their genitives and nominatives in /• 

*^ BtiutXi I take to be an abbreviation for Jf/A£A*«>, 
governed by olvq. 

^^ TU')^ for tr'nyit^y the nominative plural of w-sp^uc, 

I 

*^ lis perpendicular elevation is forty cubits. Int 
the Greek we have AI, which would fignify either 
four and ten, that is to fay fourteen, or perhaps four 
multiplied by ten, or forty. The firft appears to 
me too little : and as the fecond is merely conjec- 
tural,- I would rather fuppofe, that the A was in- 
cluded in a large il, in this manner fX] ; and, as 
the A included in a n has it's value increafed five 
times> I (hould thus have fifty- one. However, 1 
ihall have oecafion to return to this fubje<$t again, 
when 1 difcufs the arithmetic of the Greeks, which 
I purpofe to inveftigatd thoroughly. 

^' n'APP'- As the firft three letters here given 

are. never found conneded together in the Grecian 

Vol. II. H arithmetic. 
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Arithmetic, I fufpeft an error df the artift, by whom 
the infcfiption was engraved. Inftead of II'APP' I 
tvould propofe, to read HAP by. abbreviation for 
irXsv(»f which fignifies J^es^ and the fecond P will 
fexprefs a hundred. 

'* In honour of Alexander. Is this Alexander 
Scverus, or Alexander the Great ? The inveftiga- • 
tion of this queftion, and of two others, which I put 
to myfelf on reading the infcription over again, 
would form the fubjedl of an important diflcrta- 
tion, which my prefent occupations will not allow 
fne to undertake/' 

At five o'clock in the afternoon we arrived at a 
canrp of Arabs. It was Huflein's. We had left 
Aboukir at tiine in the morning, and I eftimatcd 
our day's journey to be about fevcn leagues. 

Our arrival was expc6led in the camp." Huflein*s 
tent was prepared for my receptiorf : it was fpread 
with carpets, which the women manufacture with 
Iheir own hands ; and a few faggots, covered with 
the fame carpets, ferved as culhions. Thfe beafls, 
which are accuftomed to (hare the fhelter of the 
Bedouin, had all been difmiffed from this tent> 
except one young ox. All the tents of thefe 
Bedouins have the feme fhape, and differ front 
each other only in %zt. They who lead the moft 
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wandering Kves, have them fmallcft, that they may 
be carried about with mofi facility. Huflein and 
the Arabs of his tribe were bufbandmen as well as 
nomadcs, and their tents were more fpacious. 
They are all low, of much greater length than 
breadth, and entirely open on one of their long 
fides. It is the lee fide which is left open ; and ad 
the north winds chiefly prevail in this country, it is 
almofl: always the north fide, which is clofed. The 
fluff of which they arc made is fabricated of camel's 
hain. > caufed a drawing of Sheick Hufiein's tent 
to be taken. (See Plate X.) It was diftinguiftied 
fixym the reft by nothing^but a large plume of black 
oflrich feathers, placed on the fummit. 

This drawing will fervt for an anfwer to Mi- 
chaelis, part of one of whofe queftions to the 
travellers fent into the eaft by the King of Den* 
mark was, What is the form of the tents of the Be- 
douins ?* With regard to the fecond part of the 
fame queftion, whether they have retained the 
cuftom of pitching their tents fo as to be ovcy:- 
fhadowed by fometree, I fhall obferve, that in ge* 
neral thofe of Egypt encamp in places deftitute of 
trees ; aujd if any happen to be on the fpot, they 
pay no attention to them in pitching their tents; 

* Voyageors far. tt car. Qaeft. it, torn. i. p. SO* 

Ha Thi^ 
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This camp was pitched about a hundred paces 
from the canal of Alexandria, the waters of which, 
turned through the land by the labour of the Be- 
douins, fertilized a confiderable tradl of ground. 
DifFercnt kinds of food for cattle were cultivated 
there, on which horfes, camels, flieep, and a few 
oxen, were feen grazing. 

If we follow the diftindlion made by Ariftotle 
und Pliny, and adopted by BufFon,* between two 
fpecics of animals, which nature has difcriminated 
by a conftant and very ftriking mark, there are no 
6amels in Egypt. In fa6l there is no animal of 
this kind here with two bunches on the back ;^ all 
that are found in this country have only pne, and 
are confeqiiently of the dromedary fpeeies. But 
the generic name of camel is fo commonly ufed 
for the latter fpeeies with only one bunch alfo, and 
that of dromedary is fo generally applied to a pe- 
culiar breed of thefe animals, that the reader pro- 
bably would not'underftand me, were I to adopt a 
diftindion neceflary to the precifion of fcience, 
but which might occafion fome confufion in my 
narrative. The Arabic word dsjemmely which an- 
swers to camely is likewife the only one ufed by the 

* Hlft. Nat. des Quadrupcdes, art. Chameau. 
t Chameau. BuiFon, Hift. Nati des Quadrupcdes. Cameks 
la^rianus. Lin. \. ' 
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inhabitants of Egypt for that breed, which is the 
moft common, moft ufeful, of greateft fize and 
ftrength, heavy of foot, and employed for carrying 
burdens.* On the contrary, that which is lefs tall 
and bulky, and poflefles great agility, is called a 
dromedary by the Enropeans, . and hadjin by the 
Arabs,-^ becaufe it is the animal, which the hadjis, 
or pilgrims, ufually ride. 

Befide the camels of thefe two breeds, there is a 
third in Egypt, which is much lefs known. I have 
feen a few of them among the Bedouins : they are 
of a fhorter make, their body is more round, they 
are not fo tall, their hair is longer and thicker, and 
they are of a fallow colour inclining to brown. 

Nature, when (he covered the foil of thefe burn- 
ing regions with deferts, gave man the camel to 
traverfe them. Without this animal, which fhe 
formed to endure hunger, thirft, and all the incon- 
veniences attending heat and drought, vaft plains 
of fand and ftones, and arid mountains rugged 
with rocks, would have proved infurmountable bar- 
riers to man : with him, numerous troops tread the 
moving fands, and exhibit a wonderful fpe6lacle to 

* Dromadaire. BufFon, Hift. Nat. des Quadrupedes. — 
Camelus'dromedarius, Lin. — Camelns vulgaris , Forllcal, Fauna 
Egyptiaco-arabica," p. iv. 

t Camelus dromedartus: Forfkal, ib, 
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the obfcrvcr, who is aftoniifhed to behoH men, itt 
places which appear formed to repel every things 
that breathes : with him circulate all the treafures 
of the eaft : with him the folitary traveller fears 
not to enter the fpacious void, that feparates one 
people from another. 

With qualities of fuch general utility thcfe 
valuable animals poflefs a great degree of inftindt 
and intelligence. They are feid, indeed, to beexr- 
tremely fenfible of injuftice and ill-treatment. The 
. ^Arabs aflert, that, if a perfon ftrike them without 
caufe, he will not find it eafy toefcapc their venge- 
ance ; and that they will retain the remembrance 
of it, till an opportunity offer for gratifying th,eir 
revenge, having in this point a ftriking fimilarity 
of charader with their mafters. They are the leaft 
patient in rutting time. At this feafon they fre- 
quently emit a kind of hoarfe lowing, a ftrong rat- 
tling in the throat, and pufti out of their throat a 
reddifti bladder, as large as a hog's, and of a dif- 
gufting appearance. It is lliid, that in their fits 
of rage they fometimes take up a man in their te^th, 
throw him on the ground, and trample him under 
their feet. . Eager to' revenge themfelves, they no 
longer retain any rancour, when once they are 
fatisfied : and it is even fufficient, if they believe 
they have fatisfied their vengeance. Accordingly, 
when an Arab has excited the rage of a camel, he 
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lays down his garments in fome place near which 
the animal will pafs, and difpoies them in fuch a 
manner, that they appear to cover a man fleeping 
under them. The camel ^nows the garments of 
him, by whom he has been treated with injuftice ; 
feizes them in bis teeth ; (hakes them with vio- 
lence ; and tramples on them in a rage. When his 
^nger is appeafed, he I^ves them, and then th^ 
owner of the drefs may make his appearance with'- 
out fear, load and guide wherever he pleafes the 
animal, who fubmits with aftonifliing docility to 
the will of a man, whom before it was his wiih to 
deftroy, 

I have fometimes' feen hadjlns^ or dromedaries, 
weary oi the impatience of their riders, ftop ihort, 
turn round their long neck to bite them, and uttep 
cries of#agc. In thefe circumftances the rider 
muft be careful not to alight, as he would infallibly 
be torn to pieces: he muft alfo refrain from ftriking 
his beaft, which would only increafe his fury, No^ 
thing can be done but to have patience, and ap- 
peafc the animal by patting him with the hand, 
which frequently requires fpmc time, when he will 
refiime his way and his pace of himfelf. The pace 
of thefe dromedaries is a very long trot, during 
which they carry the head high, and the tail 
ftretched out ftifF in a horizontal pofition. The 

H4 faddle. 
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faddle, or rather pack-faddle, on which the rider 
fits, is hollowed in the middle^ and has at each 
faddle-bow a round piece of wood, placed verti- 
cally, which he grafps firmly with each hand, to 
' keep himfelf in his feat. Some of thefe faddles are 
more fimple, not fo well fluffed, and left conveni- 
ent, than thofe of the Arabs ; and the handles at 
the faddlc-bows are horizontal. Thefe are brought 
from Sennaar, the capital of Nubia. A long pocket 
on each fide, to hold provifion for the rider and 
his beafl: ; a Ikin of water for the rider alone, aS 
the droniedary can travel a week without drinking ; 
with a leather thong in the hand, to ferve as a 
whip ; are the whole of the traveller's equipage : 
and thus equipped he may crofs the deferts, travel- 
ling fifty, nay fourfcore leagues a day.^ This mode 
of travelling is fatiguing to ejtcefs: the loins are 
broken by the rough arid quick (baking m the dro- 
medary's pace; the hands are foon gallil^, and very 
painful; and the burning air, which you divide 
with rapidity, itnpedes the breath, fo aS almofi: to 
induce fuffocation. The moft extraordinary journey 
of this kind, which I ever heard mentioned, wa3^ 
inade by a Bedouin, who was often pointed out to 
jpe at Cairo. He travelled from that city to Mecca, 
a diftance of more than four hundred leagues, in 
five days ; for which the caravan of pilgrims em- 
ploys upwards of thirty. 

When 
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When the traveller is not in hafte, or accom- 
panies a caravan, the progrefs of which is always 
flow, on account of the camels of burden, a kind 
of covered litter is fixed on one of thefe animals, 
in which he is tolerably at his eafe, and may even 
ileep if be choofe. The women ufually travel in 
this manner ; and fometimes there are five or fix 
of them together in a litter. 

Pliny has repeated from Xenophon, that camels, 
and under this generic term dromedaries are in* 
eluded, cannot bear horfes. Others have faid, that 
they have an equal averfion for afles and mules. 
Bat the truth is, that all thefe animals, at leaft in 
Egypt and Turkey, live and travel together ; and 
there is always an afs at the head of a file of loaded 
camels, whom •he leads, the' firft of them being 
fattened to the afs, and following him ftep by ftep. 
Others have agreed in the afl!ertion, that camels 
mufl: not be beaten* to make them go on, and that 
finging and whittling are fufficient, to quicken 
their pace. It is true, they mutt not be beaten too 
much, or on improper occafions, which would foon 
make them turn rettive : but the drivers of the 
loaded camels have a ftiok, with which they beat 
them, and they who ride upon camels whip them 
with a long ftrap of leather. Both arc likewife 
urged on with a clicking of the tongue, much like 

» that 
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that employed by us in Europe to fpirit up onr 
horfes. It is proper to remark, likewife, while on 
this fubjedi, that the Bedouins never whittle ; and 
that it gives them pain, if a traveller, ignorant of 
their cuftoms, whiftle in their company. I am per^ 
fuaded, too, that, when they fing, their only obje<St 
is^o beguile the tedioufnefs of their journey. 

The Hebrews are not allowed to eat the fleflx 
of the camel:* but the Arabs, and other inhabi- 
tants of Egypt, Chriftians excepted, confider it as a 
dainty, and even as very wholefome food : nay, in 
Ihofe cities where fanaticifm is at the higbeft pitch> 
as in Cairo and Alexandria, it is not allowed to 
be profaned by being fold to the Franks, who, how- 
ever, are by no means defirous of it, for, though it 
has no difagreeaWe flavour, it is.bfird and dry. In 
Barbary camels tongucJS are falted and fmoked, for 
exportation to Italy and other countries; and make 
a very good difti. 

The camel, fo adapted by nature to the oountries 
of the eaft, where it conftitutes the chief wealth of 
nations, by whom it is venerated as the gi^Nof 
Heaven, was not among the iacred animals of anci- 
ent Egypt. Under a government, the fole tend- 
ency of which was to keep it's people feparate from 

* Leviticus, chap. xi. v. 4. 
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all others, and, to occupy them wholly in cultivating 
the land, every thing not conducive to thefe pur- 
pofes was a matter of indifference, every thing mi- 
litating againft them was an objeft of detefiation. 
Hence it was, that the horfe, the afs, and the camel, 
- animals neceflary to commercial nations, were to 
the Egyptians obje<Sls of contempt. 

The prefent inhabitants of Egypt keep a large 
' Bumber of camels, which are hred and fold to them 
by .the Arabs. They fetch a pretty high price. 
At Cairo they are worth four or five hundred livrcd 
apiece: in Upper Egypt they were not fo dear, 
their price varying from two to three hundred 
livres. They are equally numerous in Barbary : 
but they become more fcarce as you proceed along 
the weftem coaft of Africa, and are hardly to he 
met with beyond Cape Verde ; for I never iaw 
more than one or two in the poffeflion of fome 
great men in the country of the JalofFs. 

Beiide the two highly beneficial properties of it's 
utility for the faddle, and as a bead of burden, the 
camel pofleflis others not lefs valuable^ It's hair is 
sn important article of commerce,* and fervcs like:- 
wife for the fabrication of the tents and carpets of 
the Arabs : it*s dung, mixed with chopped ftravV, 
«nd afterwarda dried in the fun, is the common 

fuel 
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fuel in countries, where wood is extremely fcarce :* 
from the fame fubftance fal ammoniac is obtained : 
and the milk of the females affords one of the 
fimpleand falutary aliments of the Bedouins. 

We had not been with Huflein's Bedouins air 
hour, when an alarm was fpread through the camp, 
at the fight of a troop of hoilile and predatory Be- 
douins, which was difcovered in the plain. Every 
perfon was roufed : the women (hrieked for fear : 
the men ran to their arms ; fome leaped upon the 
firft horfes they could meet with, others fet but oa 
foot in purfuit of thefe robbers. In the fioidft of 
this unexpe6led buftle, we remained quiet with the 
old meu and women to guard the camp* Refleft- 
ing on this fudden appearance of a troop, with hof- 
tile defigns, the thought fuggefted itfeif.tomy 
mind, that we were it's objed: ; and that it's march 
was the confequence of the tumult at Aboukir, and 
the opinion propagated there of the immenfe trea- 
fures we had taken away with us. I would not 
render my companions uneafy by imparting to 
them my fufpicions, but the fequel fhewed, that 
they were well-founded. 

* In fome parts of England, where wood is fcarce .and coal 
dear, cow-dung is ufed in the fame manner for the fame pur-, 
pofe.— T. 

Tranquillity 
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Tranquillity being reftored, hofpitality, a fa- 
cred duty among thefe nations, refumed it's rights; 
the exercife of which nothing lefs than the ne- 
ceffity of felf-defence could have fufpended. A 
^ive (heep, intended for the fupper of my little 
party^ was brought me at Huflein's tent, which 
was become mine, and which I fhared only with 
the young ox, my companions being ' accom- 
modated in different tents : but on it*s being ob- 
ferved that I was tender^ of depriving the poor 
animal of life, we were fupplied with delicious 
milk, and a fort of little cakes, that were crifp and 
very good ; Huflein's wives alking me every in- 
ftant whether I would eat any thing. 

It is in the midft of thefe focieties in the defert 
we muft look for that frank cordiality, which in- 
ftandy converts a hoftinto a friend and brother. 
Here that hypocritical politenefs^ thofe lying ex-^ 
preflions of civility, with which people mutually 
overwhelm each other in our fafhionable circles in 
Europe, while they reciprocally agree to place no 
confidence in them, are unknown. Here fi-mple 
and natural offers are made of objecSls equally fim^ 
pie, to refufe which would excite real pain in the 
minds of thofe who make them, while the accep- 
tance of their hofpitable gifts is fure to fill them 
with gratitude, and at the fame time you run no 
riik of being burthenfome to your hofl. 

JcaJouiy, 
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Jealoufy, the daughter of pride, is here as fer 
from tyrannizing over the women. Luxury and 
fa6litious pleafures, l)ringing immorality in their 
train, have not attempted to eftahlifh themfelves on 
thefe parched and thirfty fands. The manners of 
their inhabitants remain pure, (imple, and fuch as 
they were defcribed in the ancient hiftories of the 
fime people. The women are not afraid, like thofe 
of^he other nations of Egypt, to exhibit their faces 
uncovered^ to converfe freely with a ftranger, and 
to difplay that pleafing and natural gaiety, which 
is the companion of virtue, and checked by re- 
morfe. I have already faid, that thefe women, 
when young, may pals for not deftitute of beauty, 
notwithftanding their tawny hue, and though Eu- 
ropean eyes cannot eafily familiarize themfelves to 
thofe painful compartments, which they imprcfe 
indelibly on the lower part of their faces with a 
needle and black dye. This whimfical ornament 
is common to feveral people, chiefly Africans : it 
is even introduced into Malta, where the people 
tnake fimilar impreffions, not on their faces, but 
on other parts of their bodies. Moft of the failors 
of Provence, who touch at this ifland^ make a point 
of getting themfelves marked by men, who practice 
the art of tracing upon the arms and hands figures 
oF every kind, but chiefly objedls of devotion. The 
grenadier of marines, whom I had with me, had 
been filly enough to have himfelf marked, wear- 
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ing a reprefentation of a crucifix, which extended 
from the wrift to the elbow.* I did not perceive 
this till we reached Cairo, when it was too late to 
diftnifs him : but furely a crucifix was a ilrange 
recommendation in a country where mahometan 
bigotry is carried to the higheft pitch. 

The Bedouins in general are ytty handfomc 
men. Their lives, fimple, uniform, and uninjured 
by excefles, are extended to the term fixed by na* 
lure. They live to be very old, and in their ad- 
vanced age they are confpicuous for a refpedlable 
and truly patriarchal appearance. There is one 
race, however, one portion of this natj|p, degene- 
rated fi-om it's natural ftate through wan^ conti- 
nual excurfions, and the hard(hips of a wretched 
and unquiet life. Thefe, always wandering, always 
robbers, and always miferable, are in general ©fa 
fmall and forry figure, in which it is difficult to 
difcover any traces of their original beauty. 

* This pradicc is not confined to Malta» I believe, and cer- 
tainly not to the faijors of France. It is by no means iincomr 
inon for Englifli feamen who fail up the Mediterranean, to 
have their arms or hands tatoocd in this manner, commonly 
•with a crucifix, and often with the initials of their names.— 
Protcftant Ibamen wear this indelible fymbol of the catholic 
religion, that their corpfe may receive chriftian burial, they 
^y» if tb^y ihould be caft away, and their bodies be thrown 
upon the ihore of a catholic country,— T. 
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I found a lingular opinion entertained by my 
hofls, which tradition had rendered facred simong 
thera. They aflert, that their anceftors. were Eu- 
ropeans and chriftians, who, having been (hip- 
wrecked on the coaft of Egypt, were plundered, 
and reduced to live in the defert. All they have 
retained of the pretended chriftianity of their fore- 
fathers, is the lign of the crofs, which they rriake 
with their fingers, or trace, upon the fand. I know 
not how far this ftory deferves credit : - but thiis 
much is certain, it was related to me at difF-^rent 
times, by feveral men of the camp, without being 
drawn from them, and I never heard a fimilar ftory 
from any ^er tribe. 

I remained awake the whole night, being fo tor- 
mented by a prodigious number of fleas, that 1 
could not get a wink of fleep. They are attra6led 
by the animals and the fite kept under the tents : 
the ground and the carpets are covered with them^ 
and I could not but admire the infenfibility of the 
Bedouins, who fleep profoundly in the midft of 
thefe infe6ls. 

A Bedouin had found a fmall antique cube of 
bronze, which I obtainea from him. The length 
of it's fides was nine lines. The two letters LV 
engraved upon it are probably Roman numerals, 
anfwering to S5. (See a reprefentation of it Plate 
3^11. %. 5.) 

^ CHAR 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

Journey acrofs Bahire — Bedouins — Siarlings-r-Bsans 
— Damanhouf-^Reportsfpread refpeSlng the Au'^ 
thors journey — -Cotton — Courtefafis — Continual 
Hon of the journey as far as the defer t — Wretched, 
flate of the country people — Superb plains — The 

. defer t — Hares — Birds-^TFild oxen-^ Antelopes-^ 
A tyger — Oflriches* 

AFTER having made a ftw trifling prefenls 
to my hoft's wives, we fet out, on the firft 
of January, 1778, at eight o'clock in the morning. 
I was mounted on a very fine horfe, that would 
have carried me over a great deal of ground^ if the 
Extreme flcwriefs of the camels, which conveyed 
my cortipanions, and which were of the fmail breeds 
had not retarded my progrcfs. A village named 
Karioum appeared, on a height, about a league to 
the northweft of the camp. We puffued our way 
along the canal of Alexandria, dire6ling ouY courfe 
fouth-cad:. On this fide there were only fome very 
fmall tradls cultivated ; the teft being a mere 
pkin of fiind, lefs parched indeed than what we had 
crofled the day before in coming frorin Aboukir ; 
whence it may be prefumed, that rigid defpotifm^ 
and the barbarous ftale of the inhabitants have 
Vol. IJ. I condemned 
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condemned this bank' to flerility. The oppofite 
bank exhibited a lefs melancholy afpedt, a line of 
villages appearing to range parallel with it at a 
little diftance* 

I had gone on before with my horfe^ and arrived" 
at a village called Berftk^ near which fome Bedouins 
of the fame tribe with Huflcin were encamped. The 
Sheick, without knowing who 1 was, conducSled 
me to his tent. On giving him to underftand that 
i was a ^Frenchman, I was immediately furrounded 
by a crowd of Bedouins, who looked at me, exa- 
mined me, felt me, as if I were fome extraordi- 
nary being. Thefe made the lign of the crofs with 
their fingers, or on the fand, like thofe I had juft 
left. The women too were defirous of feeing me^ 
but they accompanied their curiofity with prefcnta 
of excellent milk. I was prefled upon on all fides, 
till at length the arrival of our party freed me 
from my friendly but too troublcfome companions. 

On leaving Berjik the arid plains of fand were 
exchanged for fertile fields, in which were a pro- 
digious quantity of larks, flying in large flocks. 

About noon we reached a village, or rather 
three villages fituate very near each other, all bear- 
ing the name of Sentaw. Near them, in .the midft 
of a herd of cows, I faw a numerous flock of ftar- 

lings. 
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lings*, the firft that 1 had obferved in Egypt, 
where th^y were arrived tp pafs the winter. 

Huflein conduced us to the Skeid el Belled, or 
chief of the country, to whom I prefented the let- 
ter or order q{ Ifmael Bey. The Sbeick could not 
read, but he was well acquainted with the feal of 
the commander in chief Juft in the fame manner 
the favages of Guyana pay obedience to him, who 
bears the leal of the Governor of Cayenne^ He 
gave us a dinner di%ufting enough in itfelf, and 
ftill more from the flovenly manner in which, 
tbe Bedouins and^peafants felLupon the diflies. 

At two o'clock we refumed our journey acrofs 

the plains, which on every fide were bounded only 

by the horizon, and embelliftied by cultivation. 

They were covered with beans-f- in full bloom, dif- 

fufing through the air a fweet and pleafing odour. 

Thqi.winds, paffing over thefe beds of flowers, bear 

away with them the fragrant fcent, with which'they 

perfume the towns. This plant was an abomina>- 

lion to the ancient Egyptians : they not only ab- 

ftained from eating beans^ but they were even for* 

bidden to fow them ; and thepriefts could not beajf. 

Ip much as their very fight. At^prefent they cover 

* Etoumeau. BufFon, Hift. Nat. dcs Oifeaux, tt pi, enlum. 
No. 75.— 5/i/r/r«j 'Vulgaris y Lija» 
"f fTtcia fuhuy Lin. 

1 2 vaft 
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vaft fields, and this fpecies of pulfe conftitutes one 
of the nfioft cbmrnon articles of food for the fheep 
and beafts of burden. I know no plain capable of 
being compared with that which we were traverf- 
mg. A few little hills apJDcared as if they werel 
placed in it exprefsly for the purpofe of ioterrupt- 
ihg the brilliant uniformity of the flbwers, and fomtf 
ruins of dcferted habitations rendered the profpe(5t 
ftill more pidlufefque. j 

In the evening we arrived nt Guehil, a village 
on the wefiern bank of the canal of Alexandria, 
and, like all that I had feen, buflt of mud. The 
Sieick el Belledy of whom I enquired whether there 
were not fome veftiges of antiquity in his village 
or it's environs, informed me that a'fuperb figure 
was to be feeh in the mofque. Thfther I defired' 
to be conduit ed, and found, that this famous figure 
washalf a lion's head, antique it muft be confefled, 
which the inhabitants had enchafed in one of the 
viralls of their temple. On the 2d of Jan. at day- 
break, I perceived a confiderable flight of cranes* 
palling over the villa^ge. Oppofite Giiebil wecrof- 
fcd the canal of Alexandria perfectly dry fhod, and 
rfeached Da?nanhour by ten o'clock in the morning. 
The road between thefe two places led through 
fields covered with clover, and with beans in blof- 

* Grue. Buffon, Hlft. Nat, dcs Oifcaux, et pi. enlum. 
. l*{o. 7b'9.-r-^r^(r<z^r»j, Lin. 
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fom. This extent of cultivated diftridl makes part;, 
of the provincei of Bahirty of which Damanho7ir 
is the capital, and which is one of the fineft coun* 
tries in the world, 

I flopped at the entrance of the town, to in- 
quire whether fome dealers in cotton, who carried 
on a conflant intcrcourfe in the way of trade with 
Our nierchants at Rofetta, were at home. I had 
been promifed at Rofetta that they fhould- be in- 
formed of my journey, and requeftcd to afford me 
any fervices in their power. They had heard no^ 
thing of it : nevcrthelefs they fent a Ion of one of 
the partners to condudl me to their houfc, where 
I met a very friendly reception. The next day on 
their finding I faid nothing about the purcbafe of 
cotton, which th^y fuppofed to be the objcd of 
my journey, I perceived a little coolnefs in them, 
and took leave of my too mercantile-minded hofts. 
From them I went to take up my abode in a fort 
of dirty and gloomy chamber in a caravanfary ; but 
I was fcarcely in pofleffion of my new lodging, be- 
fore I received aq exprefs from Rofetta, with a let^ 
ter of recommendation to the cotton-merchants. 
As fdon as they were acquainted with it, they came ' 

to intreat me to return to the lodging I had quit- 
ted in their houfe, for which I cooly gave them my 
thanks, without accepting their ofF^r, 

1 3 Mn 
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Mr. Fdrrteti wrote to me, that it was faid at 
Rofetta,the roads, were tinfafe, confequentlyl ought 
to be upon my guard. He advifed me, too, for 
my own fecurity, to give up all thoughts of conti- 
nuing my refearches. ** The ilone, which you 
" have carried to Damanhour," added he, '^ has 
** made a great deal of noife here ; and I own I 
*' am far from eafy, as feveral perfons have aflured 
*^ me, that a ftranger, accompanied by fome Arabs, 
*^ was travelling about the villages in queft of trea- 
*^ fures, and had found one near Damanhour." 

How rapidly fpread thefe reports, the offspring 
6fbarbarifm and ignorance! They had reached 
Damanhour before me, where the people talked 
loudly of the gold I had already colle6led, and 
that which the camels of the Bedouins were in- 
tended to carry away, A merchant of the country, 
firmly perfuaded of the truth of thefe notions, 
came to me in feci^et, and offered to enter into a 
Jpartnerfhip with me. He faid he would be at all 
the expence of conducting me wherever there were 
dny ruins, digging, &c. on condition he fhould 
have half of the treafures I caufed to rife out of the 
ground. I contented my felf with laughing in the 
filly fellow's face ; but he was fo nettled at my 
rcfiifal, that he did all in his power to increafe my 
vexations^ and give currency to the idle tales that 
were fpread. 

Nothing 
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.Kotliing in the world coidd diflbade thefe people 
from tbe opinion they entertained refpecSling tra- - 
vclJers ; fince they could not conceive that a man 
would quit his cpuntry, fpend a great deal of 
money, and expofe himfelf to a tboufand dangers, 
ibJely to make a few drawings, examine pfents or 
animals, and colledl a few fragments of ftoncs. 
Thefe ideas are too inconfiftent with their way of 
thinking ; and they choofe rather to believe, that 
the Europeans poflefs an art, which they call th^^ 
art of writing well^ by means of which everyone 
of us has the power of attracting treafurcs to the 
furface of the earth, however deep they may be 
buried. In their opinions I paflcd for an. adept in 
this fupernatural art of writing well ; and finding, 
that it was impoffible to undeceive them, I ceafed 
to give myfelf any further anxiety on the fubjedl ; 
fefolving to alter neither the plan of my journey, 
nor the courfe of my refearches, whatever dangers 
might occur. 

My guide, however, Sheick Huflein, on whqfe 
mind thefe rumours had made more impreffion, 
ftarted fome difficulties to me, refpe6ling the con- 
tinuation of my journey. I difcovercd, that, not- 
withftanding the written contrail, the witneflcs, 
and all the ceremony at Aboukir, he was no longer 
inclined to fulfil the conditions of his ogreement. 
Unwilling to let him fuppofe that he was neceflary ' 
1 4 to 
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to me, I difmifled him : but it was not long before 
be returned, and folicited me in the moft preffing 
Planner, fiiU to employ hipi in my fervice. When, 
after fome few objections, I confented to renew the- 
conditions of our agreement, he cxprefled great 
loy ; and I muft confefs, that I had never the leaft: 
r^on to complain of his condu6l afterwards. 

Tlie cijty of Damanhour is large, but ill built j; 
filmoft all the houfes having walls only of mud, or 
bad bricks. It is the refidence of the bey, or go-, 
vernor, of Bahir^, and of a Kiafchef, or feparate 
commander. The former was with the army : the 
latter had gone out, the day before I arrived, in 
J)urfuit of fome Bedouins, who were pillaging in 
the neighbourhood. Damanhour receives it's 
greateft importance, however, from bein^ the cen- 
tre of ^ traffic in cotton, which is collected in the 
fine and fpacious plains around it. This cotton h 
gathered by hand, beaten, carded, and fpun ; and 
in. thefc different labours the greater part of the 
inhabitants find employment. 

• Thefe important occupations of agriculture and 
trade appear not to ftop the current of depravity 
of manners. The city was infefted by a great 
number of courtef^s, who, having laid alide all 
yfegard to decency, made public profeflion of im- 
pudence, by appearing with their faees unveile^ 

among 
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among a peopk, with whom this is cpnfidcred as 
the extreme of immodefty. They took their (lands 
near the principal coffee-houfe, by the fide of 
which they had little tents, and to thefe they led 
their captives.' Among thefe girls there were fome 
-^^ry pretty ones ; and all of them knew how to 
employ the fame means tof fedu6lion, as are prac- 
tifed in our great cities : as if nature, when (he 
implanted in the minds of all human beings her 
inclinations and precepts, pointed out to them at 
the i^me time fimilar means of offending them. 

A littl.e idol in bronze, pierced with holes, pro- 
bably that it might be worn as an amulet, was the 
only fragment of antiquity, that fell into my hands 
at Damanhour. It's length was two inches and 
three lines. (See PI. XIII. fig. 3.) 

We left Damanhour on the 4th, at nine o'clock 
in the morning, to continue our journey toward 
the defert. I obferved, . that the city was ahnoft 
furrounded with water ; and in a lake I faw fome 
black and white kingfifhcrs.* At a very little dif- 
tance from Damanhour, to the fouth-eafl:, there is 
a village, the name of which I have loft. Thence 
we dire6led our courfe to the fouthward for a 
league and a-half^ till we reached the village of 

^ * Sec page 55 of this volume. 
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Graguefi ; irt odr way t6 which We jiaflfed thrdugh 
Another, called 8anefs. Near Graguifs there is a 
large pool of water, the bank& of which were co- 
vered with a number of egrets^ fpur-winged plo- 
tersy green fand-pipers, atid-a fpacies of lapwing 
6r plover, fdr I coiild ndt get near enough to be 
certain in this point, the general colour of the 
fflumagc of which was white, wings gray, and 
kgs red. 

On one fide of draguefsy abbut a quarter of a 
league weft from it, is a village, oppofite which, on 
the eaft of the road, appears the tomb of a Mufllil- 
man faint. From Graguefs we proceeded fouth- 
fouth-eaft for half a league to the Village of Dent- 
Jhell^ probably the Donjhal on Danville's map. 
Dent/hell fignifies departed jar. The peafants re- 
late, that their anceftors, having found in this 
fpot a large jar filled with gold, deferred (baring 
it till the next day, when on their return they 
found neither gold nor jar. From this ftory, whe- 
ther true or falfe, they fay their village derives it's 
name. By the fide of the. village of Dent/hell is 
another, fcarccly feparated from it, which is called 
Lavoijhi^ in Englifh acrqfs^ on account of it's tranf- 
verfe pofition with regard to DentJkelL Oppofite 
to it, hut on the other fide of the road, may be 
feen the ruins of a large mud-walled village, which 

was 
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was built dn an eminence. The Mtti of:tbi qasSk 
were h9ard in the environs. 

The road then led us fonth by eafl: to Saff^ u 
tillage furrduiided by three or four others ; and 
afterwards fouth-eaft, for a quarter of a league, to 
Shamhrerwum and Fanfs^ two contiguous places. 
Between Saft atid Shamhrenounif I difcovered a 
ihalehy lying fquat in a corn-field. As foon as h© 
perceived nje approaching him, he rofe, and ftole 
away, flretching out his body, making long ftrides, 
and carrying his tail horizontally. The gait c^tfais 
animal much refembles that -of the foi^ 

We faw two Bedouins on horfeback, who fet dtf 
like lightning, the moment they obfervcd us. Their 
appearance foreboded no good, for it was probable, 
that their only objedt was to gain intelligence o{ 
our route. 

From Shamhrenoum we travelled fouth by esft 
about half a league, and arrived at Nagrejh^ where 
we pafled the night. On our approach the inha- 
bitants hid themfelves, and faftened their doors, 
fUppofing us to be either {omto( the Kiaf chef' s 
people, or Bedouins come to plunder them. Wd 
found it extremely difficult, to prevail upon them 
to give us admiflion : and when they had opened 

their 
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fteii'dobrs^ I could not conceive how it was poC- 
iftle that they ihould be afraid of being robbed, 
ibrtbey all appeared to me in a ftate of the utmofl 
wretchednefs, not excepting even i\\t,Sheick el Belled 
Iiiinf^f, with whom we took up our lodging, ac- 
cording to the cufiom that Huilein had adopted* 
The inhabitants were at war with thofe of a larger 
village in the neighbourhood, whom they fulpecft- 
ed of an intention to attack them that night ; fo 
that they fpent it in a ftate of anxiety and alarm, 
in which we were compelled to participate. Not 
an hour pafled without the womea coming f6r re- 
fuge Xo our door with loud cries, faying that the 
robbers were coming. No one, however, appeared, 
but we were not the Ipfs deprived of reft. 

Nagrefli was fun:ounded with water, on the 
borders of which we found the fame aquatic birds 
as at Damanbour, befide ducks and fnipes ; and 
fome trees in the neighbourhood were covered with 
turtle-doves. 

At eight in the morning we left this place. On 
our departure I perceived three Bedouins,, and 
galloped toward them : but Huflein fent after me, 
and requefted me not to moleft thofe three men, 
who were friends^ of his, though he owned they 
were robbers. 

Haying 
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Having travelled to the fouth-weft for a quarter 
of a league, I met a Mameluc officer, who^ taking 
me jfbr a Turk, faluted me with faiam alicum, a 
lalutation beftowed on Mahometans only, and 
turned his horfe afide, to make way for me. The 
road then running- fouth for another quarter of a 
league turns to 'the fouth-eaft, in which diredlioa 
it continues for half a league to Ramjes, which is 
built on the border of a large canal. Before we^ 
reached this place we perceived at a diflance about 
two hundred perfons, on foot and on horfeback. 
Suppofing them to be Bedouin robbers, we pre- 
pared for battle ; but when they came nearer, we 
found that it was a funeral proceffion. 

By the fide of the road was a flock of lapwings, 
which fufFered me to come near enough to kill 
one of them. It wasf of the common fpecics.* 
The Arabs call it goudguatt. 

• 

'- Travelling fouth for a quarter of a league, we 
pafled through Kadoujs and Abouamer ; and then 
proceeding fouth-weft for half an hour, we reached 
Biban, a town, in which a Kiafchef refides. Every 
Monday a confiderable fair is held here for camels 
and other, beafts. We happened to arrive on the 
fair-day. It is kept in the open fields, and we had 

* Vanneau, premiere efpece. BufFon, Hiftoire naturelle des 
Oifeaux, et pi. cnlum. No. 2^^,^*^Tringa vanellusy Lin. 
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fene irimhh to i^fs through it, from the great 
throng of mm and catttbi A quarter of an hour 
after we came to Herhet^y which lies fovith-fputh- 
wcft from Bihan ; and in half an hour tq jtwo vU- 
bges, fouth from Herbeti^ which are about a hun- 
dred paces from each other, and both bear the 
name of Honeze. Our guide bad intend^^d that 
we (houid take up our night's lodging here : but 
the inhabitants werejTiot G^ the fame mind ; they, 
all fied, ever}^ door wa$ fbut, and we werepbliged 
to have rccourfevto tbreatg, to obtain a little (bel- 
ter. Expofed to cootinuaj pillage, they know not 
which are rnqft to be dr^ded • the depredations- 
of thofe who make plunder a trade ; or the extor- 
tions of thofe, in whofe hands authority, far from 
being the inftrument of protedlion, is but aipOrc 
&cur6 engine of violence and opprellion, fronx 
which even penury and wretchedncis dg( not al- 
ways afford (belter. How ought tbefe miferablQ 
inhabitants of the country to blefs the generous 
and powerful hand, that comes to free them from 
the iniquitous yoke,\vhich has fo long lain heavy 
on their necks ! With what tranfports ought th^y 
tp welcome their French deliverers, and the cer- 
tainty of at length partaking of the abundance of 
their fields, in which fertility reigned, aflonifhed 
at finding herfelf where liberty was unknown ! But 
flaves, equally barbarous and brutalized, they have 
dpoufed the caufe. of , their tyrants^ and, ftrapge 
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and detefl^ble effeA of abjeiSl fuperftition, they 
have added the partial efforts of bafe cruelty, of 
barbarous perfidy, to the impotent arms of the 
mofl odious of rulers. Thus flavery is the loweft 
degree of abalement, to which man can link, fince 
it deflroys and effaces the moral and intelledlual 
faculties^ fo as to induce the. regret of itfelf, 

: A league to the eaft of Honfeze is a fmall townj, 
c^led Saffrani, governed by a Kia/cief. ^ 

The diftri<fts, through which our way led^ chc-. 
rifhcd by nature, difplayed the luxurioufnefs of an 
eafy and flight cultivation : their fertility would 
render them an objedl of choice to the man defir- 
ous of abundance ; and to him who poflefJes a 
mind fenfible of nature's benefits, they afibrd the 
mod interefling and magnificent fpedhicle. But 
we were on the borders of thefe favoured plains, 
and approaching the defert. The village o( Honize 
marked the line of feparation between the moftf 
lively vegetation and parched fterility, between, 
land fertilized by the overflowing of the Nile, and- 
fands molttened in vain by copious dews. 

In the morning of the 6th of January we en- 
tered one of thofe defolate portions of the globe^ 
one of thofe vaft divifions between habitable lands," 
which are the abode of perpetual bafrcnncfs and 
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burning drought, and which, like the liquid plains 
of the ocean, are expofed to piracies and fhip- 
ttrrecH/ The vaft defcrtof Lybia opened before 
6s. There no road, no path^ remains to guide the 
traveller's courfe : the impreffions of his footfteps 
are effaced almoft as foon as made, and billows dt 
fend, raifed by the impetuous winds, fometimes 
fwallow him up. The Arab, to whom thefe foli- 
titdes are familiar, knows how to traverfe them iri 
aH directions, without a compafs as well as with- 
out a path, and, guided by the ftars, never lofes 
kisw^. Huflein was wellexperienced in journeys 
of this fort. Memory Hill paints him in my ima-- 
gination, fcldom on his camel, almoft always on^ 
foot, with his hands behind him, walking with 
tranquillity over thefe bare plains, where no land- 
mark appears to diredl the fteps, as devoid of care 
as if he were in the mbft nicely planted walk. 

* The Arabic name.of thefe bare trails, in which 
not a particle of vegetable mould exiftsj all being 
fend or ftone, is- dsjebel, which fignifies a moun- 
tain. In fadl, the ground rifes with ;a gentle flope, 
which forms, firft eminences,, then hills, and at 
length mountains. 

, We afcended imperceptibly for two or three 
leagues, on a thick bed of /fine moveable ' fand, 
into i^bich both men and beafts link as they walk. 

At 
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At ifettglh we found plains covered with pcbble«* 
Thefe fpaces, at firft fare, increafed in furface j 
diid the fine fand difappeafedy in proportion bS 
the land became more dcvated. When we reached 
the fummit of the hills, we found nd more of thitf 
fin6 moveable fand ; the fandy ftfatuih being folid, 
^ndftrewed with' pebbles of ^aHous fhapes and 
colours ; with that fpccics of jfilfpef, which is known 
by the name of Egyptian pebble, takes a very fincf 
polifli, and is variegated interiorly with difi^rent 
colours and figures of animals and plants, in wbicbj 
howevef, imagination has more fhare than nature; 
and with pieces of petrified wood-, if this other fort 
of jafper be really produced by the converfion of 
wood into flone. We met likewife, but not fo fre- 
quently, with other places of little extent, rugged 
with vitrifiable floneSj of a reddifh gray, and 
ftrongly fixed in the groifnd, above Which thtit 
angular points appeared, Thfefe flones, the Egyp- 
tian pebbles, and the petrified wood. Occur only 
on the hills ; elfewhere there are nothing but com- 
mon pebbles* 

All thefe matters, thci flow but itianitnatd pro- 
du6lions of nature grown old, are the accompanl^ 
ments of nothing but drought and horroi*. In 
thefe wild and rugged pkces not a plant refrefheiJ. 
with it's verdure the weary eye, not a fitigle tre^ 
appears, under the (hade of which the travelfet 
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qan take breath. It is only in places of lefs elevaA 
^on, in the narrow pailes which feparate the biils, 
wliere the finer fend is fuflSciently attenuated to 
ijetain a portion of the frelhnefs of the dews, and 
where the deep ftrata of it are not overwhelmed 
by a multitude of ftpnes, that a few hard and 
aaeagre plants creep over the furface, or a few thia 
ihrubs appear^ mpft of which have as many thorns 
US leaves* Thefe ftirubs are almoft always reinote 
from each other ; but fometimes they unite in 
places n^ore favoured, and form pitiful brakes, ia 
which hares find food and covert, and antelopes 
ind other wild animals^ places of retreat and paf- 
ture. 

THares are tolerably numerous in the deferts* 
Expofed to the purfuit of carnivorous beafls, and 
birds of prey, they are fecure from their moft 
cruel enemy ; for, if we except the plain of the 
pyramids, and that of Sakkara, whither the Euro* 
peana fettled at C^iro fometimes go to hunt, though 
very feldom, there is no place where they have 
any thing to fear from man, who in our part of 
the world has declared eternal war againft thenu 
The inhabitants of Egypt never difturb them^ 
their flc(h being prohibited to the Mahometans, 
^ it was to \hh Jews ; and the Cophts, who have 
adopted many Jewifli cuftoms, equally refrain froxtx 
it. The ' diiFerence of climate has occafioned a 
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flight difference in the far of the hares, which live 
on the track of burning fand in Africa. Thefe ate 
nearly grey, the tint altering and growing darker, 
in proportion as the heat is lefs fervid.* Thofc 
that I have feen at Cape Ver^e were of a lighter 
grey than thofe of Egypt, which again want that 
fallow or reddifh tinge, more or lefs deep, that 
gives the hares of Greece a greater refemblance 
to thofe of more northern countries. Ariftotle had 
already obferved, that they are fmaller likewife to 
the foath, than to the north. The hares of very 
hot countries, however, are far from being as pa- * 
latable food as thofe of our's : and this tends to 
confirm the general remark I made, when'fpeak- 
ing of the oxen of Egypt. In fadl, like moft ani- 
mals of thefe fouthern climes, their flefh is lefs 
firm, and lefs favoury, than in the north of Eu- 
rope : it is alfo paler, and, as well as all the reft 

* Naturalifts have repeatedly obfenred, that the hue of ani- 
mals appears to adapt itfelf to the objefts by which they are 
furrounded, the final ca»fc of which is prefumed to be, that 
they may be lefs confpicuous to others, that would make them 
their prey. It cannot be the efFedt of climate : for the hare that 
lives amid- the fnows of the north, or of the Alps, is white ; in 
the parts that apptoach the temperate regions he is white dur- 
ing the winter, and grows darker coloured,, as the appearance^ 
of the earth pn which he lives, changes from white to brown ; 
-while here we find heat inftead of cold whitens his fur, as if to 
aiHinilate his appearance to that of the burning fands around 
him. — T. 
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of the game in the torrid zone, wants thatgout, 
which conftitutes it's principal merit. Perhaps it 
is this difference in the flefli of the hare^ which 
has occafioned it to be deemed unwholefome, and 
led to it's prohibition as an article of food in the 
.Eaft. 

Some lizards, likcwife, of the fpecies defcribed 
toward the latter end of the firft Volume, had their 
holes at the foot of the fhrubs : and in the envi- 
rons I faw fome birds running about, of an afh- 
colour, of the fame fhape and genus as the ouzel, 
or black-bird. Solit^y as the place of their abode, 
they do not congregate, but remain fingle, never 
perch on the bufhes, trip along with great quick- 
nefs, fly little, and, if you oblige them to take 
wing, foon alight on the ground again, to run 
along afrefh. 

Near one of thefe ouzels I obferved another 
running bird, the plumage of which was ruddy; 
but the fhape of which I could not pbflibly di(^ 
tinguilh. Both thefe birds feed on little flies and 
infedls ; and we may prefume, that they never 
drink, or at leaft very feldom, linc6 they pais their 
lives in plains, where a drop of water is a rare 
phenomenon. 

We 
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Wc travelled fouth-weft all the day, halted 
about fix in the afternoon, and fpent the night 
with the fand for our bed.^ After midnight a co- 
pious dew began to fall^ which wetted us as tho« 
roughly as if we had been expofcd to a heavy 
rain. We fufFered greatly from the cold, but we 
would not kindle a fire, for fear of being difco- 
vcred. At five in the morning we recommenced 
our march ; and as foon as the mi ft was difperfed, 
we perceived herds of antelopes, and of wild oxen, 
in every direction. Thefe groupes of living beings 
exhibited moving fcenes, the only ones that could 
be interefting to us, in the midft of an immenfe 
void, and rendered the defert left naked, lefs 
frightful, in a word, left defert. 

I have already had occafion to fpcak of thefe 
wild oxen, having found a few, which had been 
domefticated by the Bedouins encamped between 
Aboukir and Alexandria.* From what I then ob* 
ferved, from what I have fince been able to re- 
mark in the defert, at the great diftance at which 
I have frequently (ccn them, from the very nomift 
of hakkar el omjhy or wild ox^ which the Arabs have 
given to it, I am confirmed in the opinion, that 
this is a particular fpecies of the ox, clofely allieci 
to the zebu, if it be not precilely the faifie. The 

* Sec p, 92 of this yolume. 
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axis,_ an animal of a different g^nus, allied both to 
the hart and the fallow deer* bears equally this 
appellation of haftkar el ouejh in Barbary, accord- 
iflg to Dr. Shaw ;^ but the wild ox of the Arabs 
of Egypt is very different in it's genus from the 
axis, and, I repeat, is a fpecies of that of the ox.:}: 

I have commonly feen thefe oxen in herds of 
eight or ten. They almoft always follow each other 
in a line, and fometimes flop to play, or fight with 
their horns. Whenever they efpy a traveller, be 
the diilance what it may, they make off. The 
Arabs hunt them on horfeback, or hide themfelves 
behind the thickets of (hrubs, to fhoot them by 
furprife: Their flefh is good, and their hide is 
much fought after for it's ftrength and thicknefs. 

. That pretty fpecies of animai, the eyes of which 
are confidered in the Eaft as the ftandard of per- 
fedlion, the antelope, is feen marching in numer- 
ous herds^ and.traverfing with fpeed the hills and 
plains. Thefe are as (hy as the wild oxen, and the 
approach of a ftrange objedl is fufficient to make 

* Axis. BufFon, Hift. Nat. des Quad.^^CVrrz^j axisJjJixi* 
' t Travels, Vol. I. 

X Bakar uafch. -Bosjihejiris,^ Forlkal, Fauna Egypt. Arab, 
p. iv. It muft be noted, that Forfkal has clafled this animal 
in a paragraph appropriated to thofe, of the genus of which he 
was uncertain, generis incertiy and which\c had not feen. 
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them difappear. Their lightnefs and celerity are 
tiriparalleled. Nature has beftowed on them long 
legs, flender and tendinous, which, while they 
protedl their liberty, fetn) to be another obftacle 
to the defire men might form of Tubjugating them. 
In fadl, their legs afre fo flender, and brittle at the 
fame time, that they break in the attempt to con- 
vey the animal from place to place, or even wTic^ 
It IS kept on a pavement, or a floor which is 
fmooth enough to be flippery. The Arab, however, 
mounted on his courfer, overtakes thefe fwift-footed 
animals, and throws a ftick at them, by which their 
legs are moft commonly entangled and broken ; (b 
that it is very rare you can procure one alive, with- 
out it's being fo crippled, that it is impoffible to 
keep it. 

But a ftill more dangerous enemy, for a numer- 
ous race of light and elegantly (haped animals, is 
the tiger. Under this generic name I compreheird 
all the quadrupeds of Afn\:a, that have mottled 
ikins, as the panther, ounce, leopard, &c.; fCT.that 
the tiger with a ftriped Ikin,* which, as is well 
known, is found only in the Eaft Indies^ is not In- 
cluded. This whole genus is known in Egypt by 
the Arabic name of nJmoura, and I cannot fay, 
whether there be any particular denominations in 

♦ Felis iigris^ Lin.«— Tlie tiger, properly fo called. 

K4 ufe. 
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vf(^ to diftinguifti the feveral fpeci^s of whiph it 
ooniifts, The tigers, roaming with entfcmc fero* 
(jioufnefs over a foil, the burning drought of which 
is anak^pus to.their own difpofitions, furprife the 
jwild oxen, and parched with the thirfl t)f bloody 
d^rt on the timid apd itiBQcent antelopes. 

I frequently obferved recent traces of oftriches.* 
The hunting of thefe animals is one of the exer^ 
Cifes^ in which the Arab difplays mod addrefs, and 
his horfe moft fpeed. It requires confiderable time 
to mafter one of thefe birds, which run with aflo- 
hifhing rapidity, Huflein, who was an old cxpe-r 

. riemied hunter, told me, by way of giving me aa 
ide^ of the length of the chace, that, if they fet out 
at eight in the morning, they could not get to flop 
the oftrich, by throwing a ftick between his legs, 
in the fame manner as at the antelope, till near 

, four o'clock in the afternoop. With greyhounds 
it may be accomplifhed fooner, Some, who hav^ 
more patienqe, inftead of hunting oftriches, keep 
on the watch behind bufhes, waiting to fire at 
:them, if any one chaiice to pafs within fhot. No 
perfon, however, cats their fle(h. When they kill 
them, jtbey content themfelves with plucking out 
their fine feathers, to make plumes, and talyng 

* ♦ Autruchc. Btjflfbn, Hift. nat. desOiftaux, tt pi. cnlum; 
1^6. ^b7 ^-^Strutbio camclusf Lia» • 
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their fat, which they ufe in their cookery. They 
likewife bring into the towns many oftrich*s eggs, 
which are very good eating, and (b large, that one 
is a fufficient meal for a man. Thefe eggs, fuf- 
pended under the vaulted roofs, are one of the 
moil common omsiments of the Mahometan mol^ 
^ues, and of the Greek ^nd Cg^htic churches. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

Lakes of Natron — Cophtic Convent in the Defert-^ 
tt^e meet with a iand of Arah robbers — Singular 
Jcenes that enfued — Difficulty of obtaining entrance 
into the Monaftry — Wild Boars. 

WE had travelled about thirteen or fourteen 
leagues from Honize on a plain, which 
afcended with a conftant gradual flope, and reached 
the fummit of a hill, or rather chain of hills, ftretch- 
ing to the north-north-wefl. Oppofite to this, at 
the diftance of three or four leagues, is another 
chain, parallel to the firft. Thefe form between 
them a deep valley, furrowed by narrow pafles ftill 
deeper. The fides of this valley are perpendicular 
precipices from the fummitsof the hills down more 
than half their height: below this they are gentle 
declivities of fine, loofe fand. In the bottom of 
this valley, at the foot of the eaftern hill, are the 
lakes of natron. Thefe captivate the eye of the 
traveller, fatigued with the frightful monotony of 
the defert. A vafi: bafin of wiiter ; the multitude 
of fhrubs, that overfhadow it's borders; the reeds 
and other aquatic plants, that difplay their verdure 
on the furface; the herds of deer, that aflfemble 
there to quench their thirft; and the birds, among 
' * which 
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wtiich the flamingo* rifds eminent for the fplen- 
dour of it's plumage; difplay a fmiling pidlure of 
nature in this fpot, while every thing aroand ex- 
hibits only iymptoms of her death. 

It is impoffible to determine the extent of the 
lakes, in which the natron is formed, as it varies 
according to the feafons. In that feafon when 
%vater is mod abundant, the two lakes are united 
in one, of much greater length than breadth, and 
occupying a fpace of feveral leagues: at other pe- 
riods, they are nothing more than ponds of no 
great extent. 

If Pliny, when he wrote, that the Nile afts on 
the brine-pools of Nitria as the fea does on thofe 
of felt, meant, that the inundation of the river ex- 
tended as far as the lakes, he was palpably miftaken, 
as Pere Siccard has remarked. -f But if it were 
merely his intention, to give us to underftand, that 
there is a kind of conformity between the Nile and 
thefe lakes, he has only noted a fingular yet cer- 
tain fadl, with which the miffionary was unac- 
quainted ; a fa6l, which the people of the country 
have obferved, and erroneoufly afcribed to a com- 
munication between the Nile and the lakes, which 

* Flamant, ou phenicopterc. BufFon, HLft. Nat. des Oif. ct 
.pi. enlum. No. 63. — Phanicopterus ruber. Lin. 

t Memoires des Miffions du Levant, toL vii. p. 61. ^ 
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muft be impoffible. The increafc of thefe is in att 
inverfe proportion to that of the Nile; and whea 
the river begins to overflow, the lakes diminiih, {a 
ap to appear only like little ponds, when the river 
has attained it's greateft height : on the contrary, 
the water appears to return into them as the height 
of the Nile decreafes, and they inundate a long* 
tra(5l of the valley^ when the river is at it's ebb. 

• Struck with this regular difference between the 
periods at which the waters of the Nile, and thofe. 
of the lakes of natron, rife and fall^^the Egyptians 
imagine, that the river a<5ls on the body of water in 
the defert ; as if this adlion, fuppofing it to exift, 
would not have produced an oppofite effed to that 
which takes place; whereas in, this cafe it is obvi- 
ous, that the overflow pf the Nile and the lakes, 
as well as their decreafe, muft have taken place 
nearly at the fame time. But if we confider, that 
the augmentation of. the Nile, occafioned by the 
rains in Abyflinia, commences at the fuitimer folf-r 
tice, the very time when, the weather is hotteft and 
drieft ; and juft as the river decreafes, or during the 
winter, the rains never fail to be copious in the 
northern part of this country ; we (hall be aware, 
that the feafon when the Nile increafes muft be, 
that in which, the water fpread over the fand di- 
minifties and dries up, and that local rains, which 
can have no influence on the overflow of the Nile, 
^ are 
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are Tufficient to render the fprings, that farnifh this 
colle<5lion of water, more abundant. 

When the two lakes feparate, and their waters 
retire, the foil they had inundated, and which they 
have now left uncovered, is loaded with a fediment, 
cryftalized and hardened by the fun. This is the 
natron. The thicknefs of this layer of fait varies 
according as the water has remained a longer or 
Ihorter period on the ground. In places where it 
has merely wetted it for a very (hort time the na- 
tron exhibits only a flight efflorefcence, refembling 
flakes of fnow. I have been told, that at certain 
periods this fubftance covers the furface of the 
water. Granger fays, in his account of his Travels 
in Egypt, that at the end of Auguft the fait of the 
lake was concreted on the furface, and thick 
enough ibr camels to pafs over it ; but when I fa\* 
it, it was clear and limpid. It is perhaps the moft 
diuretic of all waters ; a property for which it is 
indebted to the faline pdrticles it contains : and the 
phyfician, whofe art ceafes to be conjeflural only 
when it is guided by natural philofbphy, will per- 
liaps find in it's ufe fimple and natural means of 
curing obfiru6lions and infardlions of the vifcera, 
as well as fome other diftales, that are pretty com* 
men in Egypt. 

This 
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This natron is procnred Ghiefly in the morith g€ 
Auguft., It is found alfo, though in lefs quantity, 
during all the reft of the year. It is feparated 
jrom the ground with iron inftruments, and carried 
on the backs of camels to Terrana^ where it is 
Ihippcd on the Nile, to be conveyed to Cairo, orta 
the warehoufes at Rofetta. Here twelve hundred 
and fifty tuns are colledled annually, and much 
more might be obtained. It's common price, de*» 
livered either at Cairo or Rofetta, is fifteen or 
eighteen medins a hundred weight. 

Before you reach the lakes, there is a fmall houfe 
on the declivity of the hill, in which the Cophls 
iay a faint was born, to whom they pay particu- 
lar honour. They call him Maximous ; probably 
the Saint Maximus, or Saint Maximinus, of the 
oathplic legends. 

I ftaid fome time near the lakes, the borders of 
which I traverfed : at length we' refumed our 
Journey, continuing our courfe to the fouth-weft; 
The fand, over which we travelled, was completely 
covered with hardened natron, which rendered our 
progrefs toilfome and fatiguing both to us and our 
beafts. We arrived within a (hart diftarice of a 
large fquare edifice, in which a few Cophtic monbl 
live (hut up from the world. I do not think, ^th^t 
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there is upon earth a more horrible or repulfive 
fituation, than thi? fort of convent. Built ia the 
roidft of the defert, it's walls, though very lofty, 
are not diftinguiihable at any confiderable diiiance 
from the fand, of which they have the reddiib tinge 
and bare afpecSi. There is no apparent entrance : 
no tree, no plant of any height, is feen around it : 
no path leads to it : no trace of human footftep is 
obfervable in it's vicinity ; and if a few be imprint- 
ed, they are foon covered by the fund, or obli- 
terated by the tread of wild and ferocious beads, ' 
the proper inhabitants of thefe frightful folitutjes. 
Such is the rude and painful appearance of thi9 
dungeon, occupied by men as uieleis as the place 
they inhabit. 

We were about five or fix hundred paces fiiom 
it. Huflein had advanced before us, to obtain our 
admiffion into the convent, which is to be procured 
with difficulty. I was fome way from him, and the 
ireft of our company was at a confiderable diflanceu 
A troop of Bedouins on horfeback fuddenly iflTued 
from behind the walls. At firft I did not di(^ 
tinguifli them amid the clouds.of duft they raifed : 
but as foon as they were difcernible, I perceived 
both their number and what they were. Inftantly 
I turned about my horfe's head, and, being mounts 
ed on an excellent courfer, which carried me with 
tpo ^uch ipeed for them to overtake me, foon 
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joined: trty <tefli^wfr<3fts, wffo had BkcwHc jpfitettve^ 
the troop from the bacte of their darnels. I found 
tfeem on foot, drawn up in a clofebody ; leaped off 
fl!y horfe ; and exhorted them, to defend themfelvea 
t¥ith vigour. We were fix in all> but on three of 
the number little dependance was to be placed^ 
jFiom t^t>of the natives of the country we could 
not expedl much; and the draughtfman, young 
Bnd inexperienfccd, fcarcely knew how to fire a 
gun. 

Thti'^mMeis of a handful of m^> alone In the 
tnidfi: of a fandy plain, and expofed on all fides^ 
checked a fquadton of Bedouins amounting to near 
a hundred. Hence we may judge how little fuch 
eaemies arc to be feared, whole courage carries 
them no farthef^ than to aflbciate in mimcrous 
bands for the purpoie of robbery where little re* 
fiftance is to be expe<5ted, and daftardly to • carry^ 
on a war of pillage. Though they came toward 
us on full gallop, they flopped fuddenly about a 
hundred paces off, arid cried out to us not to fire* 
I anfwered with telling them not to advance. 

For fome moments they remained in a fort of 
hefitatlon, during which, we obferved them con* 
fulting together. At length they feparated into 
four bands, three of which fet off on full gallops 
and ftationed themfelves on our flanks, and in our 
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fean this itianoeuyre^ which it wds impofllble'for 
us to prevent, difconcerted my twofoldiers, and all 
that I could urge was incapable of prevailing oa 
them^ to refolve to ftand on their defence. Wo 
had good fofils^ and a coniiderable quantity of car- 
tridges. I kdew^ that the Bedouins would take 
flight, as foon as they faw a few of their party drop ; 
and I was certain^ that our firft fire muft bring 
down feveral. It is true, I did not confider, that 
we were in the midft of a vaft folitude ; and that^ 
if our enemies had fled, it would only have been tQ 
return again fpeedily by thoufands, overpower us by 
their numbers, and maflacre us all, in revenge for 
the death of their comrades. I flung down my 
fufil with vexation at b^ing forced to yield to fuch 
robbers. They were loon upon us ; and, without 
taking, time to alight, pillaged us in the twinkling 
gf an eye. Money, arms, efie<fts, garments^ pro** 
vifion, were all taken. They left me my long un- 
der veft, and my breeches : my companions wero 
ftripped of every thing but their fhirts. JMy tur- 
ban had been taken : my head, fliaved and harp, 
was fcorched by the fervency of the fun, and atfned' 
intolerably. L covered it as well as I could with 
both my haijds, but this would pot alleviate the 
pain. The fpoil was fpread out upon the fand, fk 
fcore of Arabs on foot, whom we had not per-* 
ceived, as they bad concealed themfelyes behind. ^ 
Vol. II. L heap 



Digitized by 



Google 



14(5 TRAVELS IN VV91&K 

heap of ilones^ joined the others ; and they all fdl 
to dividing the plunder, not without obflreperous 
difjputes; 

Our different lituations would have formed at 
ftriking fiibjed for a pidure, under the hand of an 
able artift. In one place you might have feen, dif- 
|)iitirig Over the booty, the band of robbers, covered 
with duft, fome of black, others of tawny com- 
]klexions, and their countenances dried up like the 
lands, which their robberies render ftill more di(^ 
fnal. In the midft of them my old fervant, cooly 
endeavouring to recover from them fome fmall 
portions of our fpoil^ and occafionally dealing a 
blow with his fift to attain his obje<3:. In the fore 
ground the grenadier, motionlefs, and difcoricert- 
6d t the two Egyptians flaring ftupidly on each 
other : me at a diftance, biting my fingers, with a 
look of indignation and chagrin : and in the laft 
place the draughtfman, crying bitterly, and anfwer-^ 
ing me with fobs, when I went up to him, to aik 
him if he had received any hurt, ^^ No, Sir, but 
*^ wBat fhall we get to eat now ?" 

Tired of being the fpedlatdr of a fcene, in which 
it was ufelels for me to take a part, I proceeded 
toward the monaftery, hoping to find Huflein, who 
had repaired thither, when I heard myfelf called, 
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and prefently felt myfelf feized by the arm. It was 
the chief of the robbers, an Arab of the defferts of 
Nubia, for his face was as black as a negro's. He 
led me back, without faying, a word, into the midft 
of the troop. I imagined, that he was defirous of 
the garments they had left me, or that on delibera- 
tion he had refolved to take away my life. How 
great was my furprife, "when I found this chief care- 
fully inquiring what clothes and effedls belonged 
to me, and, after having a6ted as my valet-de^ 
chambre a little too roughly in undrefling me, 
now taking upon himfelf the fame office, but with. 
more civility, in affifting me to put on the different 
parts of my drefs, returning me my purfa, and re- 
ftoring my arms ! , Other Bedouins performed the 
lame office to my companions, equally aftonifbed 
at fuch a fingular dnd unexpeded adventure. 

This was the fruit of HtiiTein's fpirited condu(5t« 
While he was near the walls of the convent, to 
which he had repaired with his fufil flung over bis 
ihoulder, fome of the Arabs fet off to detain him. 
They had feized his arms; but Huflein, after a 
long difpute, fucceeded in getting up behind one 
of the Bedouins, and being conveyed to the place 
where the whole troop was. *^ Arabs/' faid he, 
addreffing himfelf to the chiefs, "you hfive ftrip- 
*/ ped a man confided to my protedlion, and for 
*^ vvhQin I have pledged my own head; a roan with 
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** whom I have eaten, who has flept under my 
^^ tent, and who is become my brother. I caa 
'^ never again enter that tent : I dare not fhew my 
^* face agdn in the camp i 1 mull renounce thd 
^ pleafure of ever more embracing my wife and 
'^children. Arabs, take away*my life, or refiore 
^* all that belongs to my brother." This fpeech, 
which was accompanied with a look of firmnefe 
and a tone of refolution, made fome impreffion on 
the minds of the Bedouins. Huflein had fnatched 
his fufil out of the hands of him who held it^ and, 
while waiting till they had taken their refolution^ 
prefented it to the chief commander of the robberp, 
determined to flioot him in cafe of a refulal, and 
thus expofe himfelf to be maflkcred, rather than 
confent to our fufFering the leaft injury. 

Our conductor was well known : they were 
aware, that his refolute charadeir would lead him 
to carry his threats into execution : thus partly 
through fear, partly through deference, the black 
chief confented to reftore all that was taken from 
ftie, and this was done with truly admirable fidelity. 
It is true, every thing that appea^red valuable in the 
eyes of him who had taken it required to be parti- 
cularly claimed ; but when the chief infilled upon 
it, it was produced, and this difcipline, anwng peo- 
ple and in a place where we could not have ex- 
pelled to find an inftance of it, appeared to me 
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highly aftonifliing. The chief came to alk me what 
was miffing ftill : on my naming an article, he 
inounted on a little eminence, and cried, '* Arabs, 
*^ fuch a thing is not reftored : let it be brought.'* 
If the perfon who had it was not prompt in his 
obedience, he added, *^ Come Arabs, no delay:" 
and it was delivered to me immediately. The 
chief then mentioned another article, that had 
been ftolen> and it was reftored tp me in the fame 
manner. 

Two hours were thus fpent before the inventory , 
of my efFecis was gone through. Every thing was 
reftored to me, except my money, of which I re- 
ceived only a fmall part. This^ however, was not 
the fault of the two Sheicks. Huflein, in parti* 
cular, infifted on my counting in his prefence the 
fequins, that had been teturned. The Arabs, to 
whom my purfe appeared a good prize, and who 
had fhated the chief part of it's contents, waited till 
I had fif^ifhed counting them with fome unpafincfs, 
which was quickly removed, on my declaring, that 
I had all my money. Thinking myfelf happy to 
come off fo well, I had voluntarily facrificed t^vo 
thirds of what I poflefled, that I might not incur 
the hatred of the honeft robbers that furrounded 
me, and expofe myfelf to their vengeance. I did 
not forget, that I was ftill in the defert, and had 
every thing to fear, if I ftiould fall into their handv*; 
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a fecond time, or into thofe of any of their fellows, 
to whom they might give information, and who 
would difplay lefs civility. 

Thefe banditti thought it not fufficient to appear 
juft, they would alfo be polite. The chief brought 
me his horfe, and infifted on my mounting it, to 
ride the little diftance from the place where we 
were to the monaftery, while he attended me on 
foot. Some others of the Arabs paid the fame re- 
fpe6l to my companions, each of them walking in 
like manner by the fide of his horfe. When we , 
came near the walls, we faw fomebalkets of bread, 
and wooden difhes of lentils, let down by ropes. 
Seating ourfelves on the ground in a cirple, we ate 
up this provifion with people, who juft before were 
our enemies. After our repaft was finifhed, .fome 
of them came up to me with franknefs, and even 
with a fort of cordiality, thanking Heaven that no 
injury had befallen me, and blaming me, with a 
tone of concern, for my temerity in travelling 
through a defert, which by their own confeflion 
was the refort only of thieves and robbers. Above 
all they did not forget to fay their prayers with 
great devotion, after they had rubbed their arms 
and legs with fand, for want of water to perform 
the ablutions prefcribed by their law. Mahomet, 
an Arab himfelf, was aware of the circumftances ia 
which his followers would frequently find them- 
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felves in the defert, and accordingly diredled them, 
to make ufe of fand inftead of water. 

The fheick of the robbers aiked me for fome re- 
muneration, obferving; that he had retained none of 
my money, and that he had likewife exerted himr 
felf much, to procure the reftoration of my pro- 
perty. I was preparing to beftow on him the 
fequins I had left, when Huflein perceived it. On 
this he flew into a paffipn, and protefted, that he 
would not iufFer me to part with a fingle medin. 
In facft, nbtwithftandihg all my endeavours, he was 
fo vigilant,, that I could find no opportunity of 
making a prefent to the other iheick« 

This oblHnacy of Huflein, which was unquef* 
tionably very generous, offended our friends for a 
moment, and was near making them refume their 
hoflile defigns. They contented themfelves, how-* 
ever, with giving me warning to be on my guard, 
as another time the bufinefs would terminate in a 
different manner, and they would begin with kill- 
ing Huflein. But Huflein laughed at their threats, 
and did not the lefs perfifl in his refufal. Had he 
known, that thefe very people were in pofiefl[ion of 
great part of my money, he would have made a 
fine flir, and had no refltill the whole was reftore^ 
^Q me 
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At length, to complete the feries of thefe extra* 
ordinary fcenes, the Sheick Abdallah, fo the chief of 
the Bedouins was called, demanded of me a written 
atteftation, that I had met with him in the defert^ 
that he had taken nothing from me, and that on thd 
contrary I was fatisfied with' his condu<ft. He 
caufed one of the monks to be let down by th* 
fame rope, by which our baikets and diihes had de> 
fcended. The certificate of fatisfaftion was written 
hi Arabic, and delivered me to fign. Having cer^ 
taitily no defire of giving ateftimonial of good con- 
"dudt to fuch robbers, I afliimed a name, which had 
fome analogy to our adventure, and fubfcribed it 
la Deroute. AbdaUah carefully put up this good 
iillj and* left us, after wiftiing us a good journey, 
and repeating his exhortation to us, to be on our 
guard. His advice, however, was perfectly un- 
neceflary ; for I was well refolved, to take every 
precaution in my power, that I might not be fur* 
prifed anew. 

I learned that thefe Arabs had been informed of 
our journey, and that they had watched our (laps 
from it's commencement^ They had been under the 
walls of the monaftery. ever fince three o'clock in 
the morning ; and had acquainted the monks, that 
they would have a viftt from ^ fome Pranks in the- 
courfe of the day. To the very moment when 
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they perceired us, they had been concerting the 
manner in which they might attack iis with leail 
rifle ; for they were not without apprehenfions, as 
they knew that we Were well armed. For fome 
time it was determined, that they (hould not make 
their appearance, but let us approach, till they 
could Ifhoot us at their eafe: but at the intreaty 
of the Cophts, they confented to give up this pro- 
jeft of aflaffination. 

After being freed from thefe dangerous com- 
panions, I was obliged to enter into a long conteft ^ 
with the monks. Having been fpedlators of what 
bad pafied during the courfe of the morning in the 
plain, they could not doubt our being Europeans : 
they pretended, however, not to believe it, and in- 
lifted, that one of us (hould convince a father, fent 
for the purpofe, of his not having fubmitted to any 
religious mutilation. This obftacle being removed, 
a-fre(h difficulty arofe. They offered to draw us up 
by the rope, as the only way in ufe among them : 
the lofty wall, that furrounds their habitation, being 
every where clofed, except a little portal with an 
$ron wicket. I wanted to be admitted in this 
cuftomary mode of entering a place : but theCophts 
aflured me, that this gate was opened only for the 
admiffion of their provifion, >vhich was very rarely, 
and never when the Arabs were roaming about the 
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environs. Accordingly they defired me, to faficH 
myfelf to the rope. The monk who was with ua, 
to fhew us how commddioufly we might travel 
through the air in this manner, fufpended himfelf 
by it, and was drawn up hy means of a pulley, like 
the bucket of a well. Two or three of my people 
fancying they faw the Bedouins ,llill at their fide, 
followed bis example. But this did not tempt me; 
and as there was a gate, I infifted on it's being 
opened. I was feconded by Huflein, who fwore, 
that, if the monks did not allow him to fhelter his 
camels, he would return in a few days, and extcrr 
minate every creature belonging to the convent* 
His threats were more efFeftual than my (blicita- 
lions, and the wicket was given up to us, but not 
without extraordinary precaution^. This entrance 
however was much too low for the camels to walk 
through. In confequence Huflein made them 
crouch down upon a mat, fattening one of their 
legs by a rope pafling over their back, fo that they 
could not rife. By the exertions of fcveral men 
the mat was then dragged through, with the camel 
upon it, his head being h^ld down the while ; and 
thus they were all gotten within the walls one after 
another. For my part I knew not which to ad- 
mire moft, the induflry of the Arab, who had 
accompliihed the introdudion of a large animal 
through a fmall aperture, or the patience, of the 
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camel, who had fafFeredhimfelftobethusfailened 
and dragged for a long time by jerks.* 

Night was come on before we and our beafis had 
all gotten within the enclofure. The monks con- 
duced us, Huflein excepted, into their chapel, 
where we remained during the fervice, which was 
of great length. This was followed by a fupper, 
confifting of nothing but rice boiled in water, which 
we thought too fhort. 

The moon Ihed her lilver and melancholy rays 
over the defert that furrounded us, the ruggednefs 
of which was diminiflied by her foft light. The 
moft profound filence prevailed about us, while 
cur eyes wandered over the immenfc folitude, that 
extended to the horizon on every fide. Huflein 
perceived a large animal, and Ihot at it as it paflcd 
the foot, of the wall, but it did not flop. It was a 
wild boar, called by the Arabs Ttanzirey a name 
which they give equally to the tame pig. We had 
before feen two during the c'onrfe of our journey 
in the defert, but at a diftance. 

It does not appear to me probable, that the wild 
boars of Egypt and of Europe fhould be the fame. 

♦ Perhaps this paflage may ferve to elucidate a fimile em- 
ployed by our Saviour, with which fome commentators have 
been much puz%led.-*T« ^ 
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The great difFerencc of climate^ and the ftill gfcatcr 
of'fituation^ muft neceflarily have occafioiied fome 
variety at leaft in the fpecies. More prolific in tem- 
perate or in cold countries, which appear more 
fuitable to their nature, they inhabit the depth of 
the forefts, which afford them food in abundance. 
From thefe they never iflue, except to proceed 
from one wood to another, or to fpoil the harvcft ; 
and thefe journeys or excurfions for depredation 
are fcarcely ever undertaken but by night. At 
the rifing of the fun they commonly retire to the 
tbickeft and darkeft places, as if they dreaded the 
light and heat of bis beams. In Egypt, on the 
contrary, th& wild boar has no (belter. Continu- 
ally expofed to the fervor of a burning fun, he tra- 
verfes fands equally heated, where he fcarcely meets 
with a few fcattered (hrubs, which afford him little 
fubfiftence, and ftill lefs (hade. * He is feen pretty 
frequently, however, in the defert of Nitria, where 
animals are more numerous than in- any other part 
of the defert, on account of the coUedlions of 
water it contains, and the plants that grow on their 
borders. 

The(e boars are folitary ; and it is only from 
their common neceffities that they fometimes a(^ 
femblc in herds in the enviroiis of the lakes of na- 
tron. The two that I faw were feparate: they 
carried their head low, and their pace was a fort of 
trot. 
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The Mahometans and Cophts refrain from the 
flelh of the wild boar, as they do from that of the 
hog ; and holding both thefe animals in abhor- 
rence, it was impoffible for me to procure a wild 
boar in Egypt, unlefs I had gone to the dcfert for 
it myfelf. As this efcaped Huiiein's ball, I loft 
the only opportunity I had of verifying my conjee* 
tures refpedling the breed of thefe boars, which I 
cannot conceive tp be the fame with thofe of Eu- 
rope. It is in this fenfe, perhaps, that we muft 
nnderftand thofe paflages of Ariftotle* and Pliny-f^, 
where they have written, that there is no wild boars 
in Africa. 

The travellers that have gone before me, have not 
been more fortunate than myfelf: or if fome of 
them have had an opportunity of examining a hart" 
^ire, they have done it only in a very fuperficial 
way. What information, for inftancc, can we 
acquire from the words of Maillet ? " If a few 
^^ wild boars may be met with in Egypt, they are 
*^ more gentle than our tame pigs ; and it would 
^^ even be difficult to difcover any difference be- 
" tween them:|:." " In Africa, and in Alia," fays 
BufFon, " wild boars are as plentiful as in Eu- 
rope.*' This paflage left us equally uncertain 



i( 



* Hift. Nat. lib. 8. cap. 24. 
t Hift. Nat. lib. 8. cap. 33. 
4^ Dcfcription de TEgyptc, page. 31. 
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re(pe6ling the race of thefe animals in Africa : but 
the uncertainty has fince been removed with great 
appearance of probability, BufFon having given an 
account and figure of an African wild hoavy^ which 
is diftinguiihablc by feveral peculiar chara6leriftics, 
io that we have reafon to prefume the hanzire of 
Egypt and the African wild boar to be the fame 
animal. 

* Hiil. Nat. da Cochon. Supp!. I rHif]:.Nat. des Qaadm« 
pedes. 
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CHAR XXVIIL 

Departure cfHiiffein — Cophticmonh-^Their conveni^ 
chapel, church fervices J rites, food ^drejs^ and gar-- 

. den — Fulful bSladi Gypfum — Sal gem — Other 

coTPvents in the defert — River without water — Be^ 
douins — III behaviour of the monks — Fogs and 
rain. 

THE day after our arrival at the monaftery, 
Huflein reminded me of what had pafled 
the preceding day, and the trouble he had found 
in extricating me from the hands into which I had 
fallen. He obferved to me that he cpald not pof- 
fibly expe<ft the fames fuccefs another time : and 
finifhed with declaring frankly, that it was no 
longer in his power to be anfwerable for what 
might happen^ as the Arabs of the defert would 
BOt fail to kill him, if they met with us together 
again. He added, that for his own fafety he 
fhould depart immediately, and offered to conduit 
me back the lame way by which we had come, but 
I muft determine upon It inftantly. My determi- 
nation was as prompt as he could wifh. I had 
not undertaken this journey to finifli it fo abruptly ; 
the dangers of which I was aware before I fet out, 
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did not appear to me to be circumfiances that ought 
to flop me now ; and fince I had reached the midft 
of thefe deferts, I was refolved at lead to have time 
for making ibme obfcrvations in them. Huflein, 
chagrined at my refolve, imnjediately departed, 
after having embraced me in a very kind and af* 
fedling manner, and left me enclofed within four 
walls, without either of us knowing how I fliould 
get out. 

Formerly this retreat was inhabited by Greek 
monks. Thefe have been fucceeded by Cophts, or 
natives of Egypt, who having embraced chriftianity, 
have feen arife among them fome of thofe congre- 
gations, to which men have agreed to give the 
epithet of religious, though moftofthem are no- 
thing but finks of idlenefe and vice. Here barba- 
rifm and ffupid ignorance likewife took up their 
abode, perpetuating the memory of ancient ancho-* 
rites, who, imagining thcmfelves born to be ule-^' 
lefs, retired in the prime of life, to bury them-- 
felves from fociety in thefe remote folitudes. One 
Saint Macarius rendered himfelf particularly fa- 
mous, fo that his name was given to the defert,. 
which the ancients had diftinguifhed by that of 
Nitria ; a name which it will unqueftionably re- 
tain, as natron, the nitre of the ancients, will al- 
ways be found in it, and marks of diftin(5lion fur- 
Bilhed by nature, have a grandeur and immutabi- 
lity 
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lity of charaAer, not to be found in thofe that fpriiig 
from the fancy of man, ^ 

The prefent refidence of the Cophtic cenobites is 
called Zdidi el Baramous^ and by the Arabs Kafr 
Zdidi. It is an enclofure of lofty Walls, without 
any aperture : for we cannot reckon a little gate, 
which is opened only two or three times a year. 
People going in or coming oiit are hoifted up or 
lowered down by means of a large rope and a 
pulley. The whole oAhe edifice is conftru6ted of 
foft calcareous Hones, feveral of which contain fof- 
file Ihells. Within the walls there is a kind of 
fmall fortrefe, furrounded with ditches, over which 
is a draw bridge. To this the monks retire, if the 
Arabs force the outer wall. Ten years before they 
had been obliged to entrench themfelves in it 
againft Huflcin, who, having broken through the 
great wall, had pillaged and laid wafte the convent* 
The CojAts, who told me this anecdote, « added, 
that this very Huflein, my faithful companion, my 
brave and trufty friend, was at that time the moft 
formidable of Bedouins, the moft refolutc of rob- 
bers : though for feveral years he had led a peace- 
able and honeft life. He muft certainly have been 
a dangerous man, for to great courage he added 
fingular dexterity. I have .frequently feen him 
(hoot fmall birds at a confiderable diftance with a 
fingle ball. 

Vol. 11. M Within 
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bf faints. In countries where pi<5tures of men are 
prohibited, thefe , are confidered as mafterly per- 
fbrmarices ; and the monks who pointed them out 
to me with great complacency, were aftoniflhed at 
the look of difdain with which 1 viewed themJ 
Service is performed irt Arabic and in modern 
Cophtic^ that is to fay, in Greek Cophtic, for the 
real Cophtic, or the language of the Pharaohs, 13 
no longer kniown to the prefent Cophts.* The 
gofpeJ is read in Arabic that all may underfland 
it : and though their prayers are ftill repeated in 
niodem Cophtic, which is intelligible to moil of the 
monks, none of thefe can fpeak it, all of them con- 
verfing in Arabic only. It is impoffible, however, 
to give art idea df the confufion that prevails in 
their fervices. Frequently they do not know what 
they ought to fing ; one would have this anthem or 
pfalm, another would have that, on which a dif- 
pute arifes that comes to blows, while a third 
chaunts a prayer, is followed by the choir, and 
thus terminates the conteft. Their finging con- 
fills of Arabic and Turkifh tiirs> and is accompa- 
nied by cymbals, the noife of which mingled with 
their fcreams and difcordant notes, mstkes the cha- 
pel riog with piercing and confufed founds. 

. * Winilcb, in his account of Egypt, relates, that he had the 
fatisfadion of feeing at Shut, in 1673, the laft Copht who im* 
derftood his own language, and with whdm it muft die. This 
man wa« fourfcote f^a^ old, and deaf^ fo that Wanlleb cOOld 
not get much from him. 

Ma The 
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The want of fomethingto do had rendered us 
devout, and we fcarcely ever failed of attending 
the fervice. The mpnks had conceived, that we 
IhoLiId receive much pleafure from being prcfent 
at it in the night dlfo ; and the fuperior himfelf 
took the trouble to awake us in the middle of the 
firft we fpent there. This, however, was at leaft 
an unneceflary attention, of which I requefted him 
to lave himfelf the trouble in future. To witnefe 
their extravagances by day was quite fufficient for 
us. We obferved the fame ceremonies on the oc- 
calion as the Cophts, ^nd conformed to the nu- 
merous practices of their ritual. I noticed what 
my neighbour did, and followed his example ; and 
all my people did the fame. This fometimes gave 
rife to ridiculous fituations, and conHC fcenes, at 
which my companions could not help burfting out 
into loud laughs, .to the great offence of the com- 
munity. ' 

f> 

- During the time of fervice,^ the congregation 
neither Ot, kneel, nor Hand upright. They are 
on their feet, it is true, but with their loins refting 
agaitifr the wall, and their body uiclining forward, 
fupporimg themfelves.by a fort of crutch, or AafF, 
which lias the figure of the letter tauy or T. The 
fandtuarj' is feparate, and (hut, as in the Greek 
churches. The priefl celebrates the mafs with wa- 
ter. Their facred veflels are nothing but a fort of 
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glafs plates, refembling thofe, that are employed 
m fetting out a defert upon our tables. The^ 
confecrate common bread. This the prieft cuts 
into little bits, and mixes with water, likewife con- 
fecrated, which forms a mefs refembling foup. 
Having eaten a few fpoonfuls of it, he adminifters 
the communion in the fame manner with the 
fpooUy to all who offer themfclvcs to partake of it 
After the communion, the prieft that adminiftered 
it wafhes his hands, places himfelf at the door of 
the fandluary, with his wet hands ftrctched out^ 
and every one, going in proceflion, holds up to 
him bis face, which he flrokes with them, fo that 
the feces of the congregation are the only towel^ 
on which his hands are wiped. During the mafs 
the prieft bleflcs likewife fome little round loaves, 
Tcry (lightly baked. Thcfe are diftribiited when 
the maft is finifhed, but the diftribution never 
takes place without quarrels. In celebrating mafs 
the prieft is clothed in a fort of white (hirt, which 
has a cowl, and is fpotted with little croftes. Dur- 
ing the other prayers, thci officiating prieft is dif- 
tinguifhed 6nly by a large band of white linen, 
fpotted with crofles in a finiilar manner, which he 
wears half wrapped routid his head like a turban, 
and the ends hanging down, one before, the other 
behind. , 

M3 Thefe 
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. Thefc Cophts are yery fond of the buftle of rite^ 
'and ceremonies that fucceed each other with rapi- 
dity. They are always in motion during the timf^ 
bffervice: the prieft that officiates, particularly, 
is in continual adlion, incenfing Xhc iaints, pic- 
ture?^ books, &c., every ipoqient. After each par- 
ticular a6l of incenfing, he kiflps li^s left band; 
and when he has been exercifing his cenfor forap 
time, he corner, always running, and applies his 
hand on the face of every one prefent; which 
done, he iqftantly refumes his cenfor. When hq 
Jhas finifhed all his rounds, he gives his benedic- 
tion with a little crofs, on the top of which he pre-* 
vioufly ftipks a fhort end from a roll of wax candle. 
After all the fervice is gone through, they kifs a 
little cuftiipn covered with a dirty cloth, then a 
crofs, and Afterwards the (hrine of the faints, on 
^hich they rub and roll their heads. 

If we niay believe the Arabs, true reprobates, 
who deern religious knavery common to all coun- 
tncSj this fhrine, which is very large, contains only 
the bones of camels and afles that have died in 
the defert, colledl^d froip various quarters by the 
inonks. The:c, on the contrary, aflert, that it is 
the repofitory of the bodies of feven faints, amcxig 
whom they more particularly revere two. Saint 
Maxiinous and Saint Domadious, who only are 
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rejirefeoted on their piftures. They have alfo pre- 
tares of the Virgin, and of Saint George, for whom 
they have great veneration. 

There were only three -priefts in this convent, ' 
•Mid a few friars : hut Ibme of the Cophtic farmers 
come occafibnally to do penance, and bring, with 
their devotion, the means of fubfiftence for the 
monks. When I was at the convent it had twenty- 
three inhabitants in the whole. They all eat to-' 
gether in the refeftory, one reading during the 
time of the meal, which is as Ud as poffible. The 
whole of their fare confitte in bread, or rather bif- 
cjuit, made with the flower of lentils, lentils and 
rice, boiled in (alt aqd water, without any fauce^ 
^le cheefe, and fometimfis a little honey. But the 
qioft difgii^iog t9 me was the brackiih and ill- 
tufted water, wbicl^ oonftitutes their fole beverage. 
Their provifion is the produce of the colledlions 
they Qfiake, ancj chiefly the alms of the wealthy 
Copfats at Cairo.' Caravans of camels bring them 
Ibme two or three times a year ; and the Arabs 
fufFer it to pafs freely, becaufe they confider it as 
their own.' In'facft, they who roam the defert are 
certain of finding in thefe Cophtic monafteries every 
thing neceflary for therafelves and their horfes. 
They have only to ring a little Jbell, the ftringof 
which hangs without,. and, as foon as they are re- 
connoitrcKl froDor the top of the wall, they receive 
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whatever they want. It was not fufficient for the ' 
monks of the deferts to form ufelefs foci^ties, they 
muft likewife become dangerous and hurtful. 
Withoiit the fuccours which they find in thefe, 
the Bedouins could not have fnbfift^d long in the 
environs, and infefted the country bordering on 
this defert with their continual devaftations. Under 
a government that has any idea of a good police, 
fuch retreats, the allurement and rendezvous of. 
robbers, would not long exift. 

The drefs of thefe men, who are called religi- 
OLiSj but Httle deferve the name, perfedlly accords 
with the caverns in which they d^well, and their 
coarfe, fimple food. A fort of robe, a long black 
fliirt, conftitutes the whole of their clothing; and' 
tlie dark colour, of this fingle garment, differing 
only a fhade from the brown hue of their faces, 
their fijort ftature, their broad and mean counte- 
nances, characters inherited by the Cophts from the 
ancient Egyptians, render them the uglieft of men, 
as they are the filthicft and moft difgufting. 

In the middle of the enclofure they have hol- 
lowed out a fmall fpace, on which they have Mat- 
tered ^ little earth, and this they call a garden. 
They liave planted in it a fevv atlhy which thrive 
tolerably well ; and a few plants, that are rather 
objcdts of curiofity in thefe arid4)lains^ than of ufe-- 
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fal cultivation. Among thefe plants I was ftrudC 
with one, which I have never feen fince in any 
part of Egypt It appears to have been brought 
from fome country farther to the fouth ; and is 
csiWtd fulfill hiladi^ that is, native pepper. It is in 
faft fpicy, and it's ftalks, eaten raw, or boiled with 
their victuals, ferve as feafoning. When I faw it 
there were neither flowers nor fruit upon k, fo 
that I cannot determine to what genus it belongs ; 
though certainly it has no affinity to that of the 
peppers. No botanift has mentioned it ; and by 
thofe, to whom I have (hewn the drawing, it was 
not known. Wc may confider it therefore as a 
plant new to us. (See a reprefentation of it, 
PL XXII. fig. 1 .) It's numerous ftalks, which rife 
only about two feet in height, are greeny and the 
iummits are yellow. 

On one fide of the monaftery were fome ruins, 
which I was told, were the remains of the ancient 
edifice. There is ftill to be feen among them a 
very deep well, with fteps to delcend into it. The 
water in it is as brackiftx as that of the wellwhich 
fupplies the prefent convent. Before the gate were 
ibme ftones, which the monks had colle<Sted for 
the conftrudtion of fome new cells, and I obferved, 
that almofl; all of them were nothing but natron 
grown wtry hard. In the environs much common 
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gfp^m i3 found, id Arabic ^^^,* andiJfo felkted 
gypfiHP, OT lapi§ fp^Qulari3.-f 

• ; In the eByirons of the lakea^ of natron, there are. 

t})ick ^nd folid ftpata of rock-ifalt, or fal. gtni,:}; • 

which they break ifito large ,pieces. This fait is of 

^ dazzling wbitenefs without, and . ^ rofy. hue 

^l\i0. .. In f^m*: pl^es, but much more rarely,r 

an^her ibrt of fal gem is founds cryflalHzed inu 

little, bard, folid, whitilh, tranfparent cryftals, near-r 

ly of a pyramidal figure. This is called melhemak^ 

ipum, or marked fait y bccaufc tbefe little pyramids 

have oo their bafe a mark, which appears to b^ 

aftificial^ ami is prpbably given to them byth^ 

Cpphtic monks,, by way of incre^liing the marvel* 

pisrfnefs^ which they have contrived to affix to the. 

origin of thefe natural produ6iiQfis,.They appeared^ 

much ailonifhcd at the doubts I exprefled on this 

fttbje<^, and had not too much, effrontery in maki- 

taining their impofition. They alone take upon 

tbemfelves the office of collecting the marked falt^, 

which they feparate from it's bed with little iroa- 

books : and if we poflefled the ftupid credulity of 

thofe, to u^hom the lies of monks are fo many. 

oracles, we might believe, that this falir\e crylial- 

lization takes place only on that night when the 
.. . ^ 

* Gypfum imlgare. f Gjpfum latnellofum* 
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dfop faHs ia Egypt, another revery, the pretended 
harbinger of the conofHencement of the rifo of the 
Nile, and that the ne^t day tbere.are no tracee of 
it to be feen. This monkifh inipoilure^ like all 
others, turq^ to the profit of thofe by whom it 
was propagated : for, if the monks o(Zaidi el Ba^ 
ramot4S werp the only perfons who collected this 
fal gem, they were likewife the only ones who foid 
it ; and this glofs of the marvellous/ which they 
contrived to throw over it, occafioned it to be 
much in rcqueft. It*s properties, too, are faid to 
be almoft miraculous : but that which will not 
admit of the leaft doqbt, becauie it is attefl^d by 
the monks, is it's virtue of rendering women fruit* 
ful, and infallibly retnpving fterility. I have been 
^old aifo, that the goldfmiths of the country make 
ufe of it in their work. 

Befide thefe different fpecies of fait, the lakes 
of the deferts of Nitria produce likewife a large 
quantity of reeds, which form a confiderable article 
©f trade. The Egyptians gather them to make 
mats with their leaves, and pipe-fteras with their 
ilalks. 

The monallery which I was now vifiting, was 
not the only one in this defolate country. Some 
others, built in the fame valley, but at a diftance 
from this^ marked the lite of the ancient retreats 
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of a number of bcrn^s, encroaching upon the 
rights of 4catb by loading a favage and ufelefs 
life, making it their fole ftudy to coiinterail the 
laws of nature, and endeavouring, after having 
abjured the qualities of man, to form a barren co- 
lony for Heaven. From Za'idi el Baramous I took 
the bearings by the compafs of the buildings, that 
were difccrnible from the top of the walls. The 
little uninhabited boufe of Saint Maximous lay to 
the caii-fouth-eaft : about two leagues diftant was 
snother monaiiery, called Za'idi Souria>i, to the 
foulli-fouth-eaft : very near this was a fecond, 
foiith by ^aft : and laftly, on the other fide of th6 
lakes of natron, was a little defcrted building, 
bearing noAh-eaft by eaft, which had been con- 
flru<9[ed by a Kiafchef, who was comtniflioned to 
drive away the Bedouins, and keep them at a dif- 
tance. It ftill ferved as a fhelter to thofe, who 
come to colIqA the natron. 
■| 

A day's journey to the weftward is the River 
UTithout Water, Bahr Bela Ma, the ancient bed of at 
communication between the lakes Moeris and Ma- 
reotis. Rocks of different figures, fcattered through- 
out the dry channel, have le^ people to fuppofe, 
that they were petrified fragments of boats ; and 
fome go fo far as to fay, that they difcover men and 
animals there petrified in the fame manner. Eagle- 
fipnes, or aBtites;, arc very common in the neigh- 
bourhood. 
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bourhood. If you continue to proceed in the (ame 
diredlion, that is, to the weft, beyond t^ie River 
without Water, in the defert of Lybia, you will meet 
with fertile diftridls, covered with date-trees and 
various other plants, but without a fingle inhabi- 
tant. So at leaft I was afliired by the monks, and 
the Arabs of the deiert. -^ 
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A Cophtic pealaot, arriving fromTerrana, brought 
us fome news of our Bedouin robbers. Not fup- 
pofing that I fhould remain feveral days in fuch a 
bare and wretched place, they had waited for roe . ;t|; 

behind the Syrian Monaflery, Zaidi Sourian, till. :^^ 

they were tired, and fuppofed, by my not arriving, 4^; 

that I had gone ibme other .way. However, that ,:■': 

they might not have to regret the lofs of fo much 
time from their predatory occupation, they had 
proceeded to the environs of Terrana, where they 
had carried^ off the camels, and pillaged the pro- 
vifion, of a company of peafants, who were coming 
for natron. The man, who told us this ftory, 
had met with them leading away the camels they 
had taken. ' 

The day ajfler this man arrived, I difcovered in 
the morning the recent footfteps of a horfe round 
the walls, and had no doubt, but we Ihould fboa 
fee fome Arabs. In facSl, a few hours after the bell ' 
at the gat^ was rung violently. It was by a troop 
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©ffeveri Bedouins, who fliowed much anxiety and 
dfftruft, and were afraid of approaching the ^valls^ 
becaufe, they (aid, there wtrc ftrangers within; 
The monks endeavoured to remove ' their appre^ 
beniions, and lowered down fome provifion fof 
then). While they were eating, I put on the robe 
and head-drefe of a friar, and went up to the gaU 
lery, to examine them at my eafe, as they converfed 
/with theCophts, in the midft of whom I placed 
myfelf They had been informed, that Sheik Huf- 
lein had come thither with camels, and wanted to 
know the reafon : one of them had rode round the 
walls the evening before, and.feen upon them a 
perfon with a red fhawl wrapped about his headt 
and they talked • of Franks in queft of treafures; 
with whom they much wiihed to meet* The 
Cophts endeavoured to miflead them, by telling 
them.a thdufand ftories, to which they gave no' 
f^redit* I had put off the monk's dirty robe ; join* 
ed my two companions, on whom I could moft do* 
pend ; and defired the Cophts to open the wicket 
for me. The opportunity was extremely favourable 5 ^ 
as the banditti were fitting round the provifion, 
that had been given them ; their fufils thrown on 
the ground, were lying at fome diftance from thetn ; 
and tiieir horfes, ftanding under the fhade of tht 
iwall, were ftill farther off. Siirprifed at our fally^ 
ittg out, rK>t one of the robbers would have efcaped $ 
and the horfes would have enabled us to get out 
> ' of 
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of a pbxcCf from which it was fK)t eafy for us to iet 
how we (hould retreat. Btit all my folicitatioii^ 
and even threats, were ufelefs. The Gophts op*^ 
pofed my fcheme, for fear, if a iingle Bedoaiil 
ihould dcape, he would colIeiSt numerous bodiea 
of his fellows, and return- to fack the monaftery* 
Thus I was unable to accomplilh my deftgn ; and 
the Arabs, who knew not what was paiBng withio',^ 
departed as feon as they bad finilhed their meal^ 
bending tbeir courfe to Tjatdi Sourian, no doubt to 
fall in with us on our way. 

I bad feot off one of the peafants, that were in 
the convent, for Terrana, where I had been in^ 
iormed tbare was a camp of Bedouins, to engage 
them to cooie and fetch us, and bring with them 
beafis for us to ride. On the 13th of Januar}% be<^ 
iog the fifths of our retidence among thefe Cophts^ 
(en of thefe Bedouins arrived well armed, with a 
cMod and fome alles. One of them had iliot a 
ikmingo on the ients of the natron lakes, and 
prefented it to me. Though, confidered as game^ 
the bird is bad enough, it W£^ a treat for perlbna^ 
who had lived liune days in a ftate of rigorous ab-» 
fiinence. My companions were in hafie to tx>aft it $ 
but juft as we were preparing, to make an esicd* 
lent meal upon it, the monks feized it with a vo* 
xacioufnefs comparable to thalxsi fo ma^^y jackals^ 
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iilthy carnivorous animals, that cowardly tear to 
pieces the difgulling and . eafily acquired prcy^ 
which they want the courage to. kill. Thus our 
biiti disappeared in the twinkling of an eye, under 
the teeth and nails of tbefe hooded jackals* 

. Preparing to quit thefe vile hofts, I propofed to 
make them a prefent, in return for the unpleaiant 
abode we had found among them ; and foon per- 
ceived, that I had to deal with men more danger-' 
ous than the Bedouins, who, frank and generous 
in their friendfhip, difplay a fort of honour even in 
their robberies. The fuperior told me, that he 
was willing I Ihould beftow fomethingin thefirft 
place on the monaftery, fecondly on thecmbellifli* 
ment of the chapel, thirdly, on the poor, and laftly 
en'himfelf. , Having liftened patiently to this long 
catalogue of wants, I had fome curiofity to know 
at what they were eftimated, and alked how large, 
a fuiii would be fufficicnt for thefe feveral purpofes5. 
After a few moments calculation^ the monk an- 
fwered, that, as the convent wanted white- walhing 
^U over, he fuppofed the whole would require five 
or 'fix hundred fequins. . This was a trifle, to. be 
furei for five days, lodging and board:on lentil bread 
and lentils and. watef. However, I made him an. 
oflfer in my turn/ The contents of my purfe, in 
pafling tlirough the hands, of the Arabs, had, beea 
. .. . confiderably 
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isoiQJidferftbly diminifhed i and the paymeDt of what 
1 had agreed to give Hufleiq, reduced the remaiot 
dcr to fix fequins, which I offered to the fuperiour. 
His calculation and mine were tolerably wide of 
each other ; and in eonfcquencie the fnonk fell int^ 
ft pailion, which it would not be ^^fy tp defcribe* 
He loaded me with invedlivcs, |»rotefl:ed be Woul4 
accept nothing, and fwore by the faitits of hit 
church, that I ihoidd foon repent what he called 
my ingratitude. The wretch dafcd to iflvpke tb^ 
jufiice of Heaven, on which he founded hia facriU 
icgious hopes, and which, he laid^ would riot fei^ 
ibon to fend him fome Arabs, to whom be woul4 
give intelligence of toy routed and whom he woul4 
commtiBon to be his avengers. At this I could nO 
looger keep my temper, and I (hould have beatei^ 
Out the raical's bt^ins on the fpot, if the BedOuind^ 
who were come for me, had not coaveyod ]^mt;>ut 
Of my reach. 

At length I had tjuitted this infernal abode, and 
Was going to mount the ais defigiied for my ridings 
when the old monk fcnt to intreat tne, to give him 
t}ie fix fcquins I had offered him. Thc.Arab iheick 
baving undertaken to deliver the mefiage, on hia 
accomnt I gave them to the monk t and iminedi'- 
atdy we iaw the wretch putting up his prayers to 
that Heavien, the vengeance of which he had in- 

Vjoi^II. N voked 
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voked upon our heads but a few minutes before^ 
to feftd OS a profpctous journey* 

> 
I^his old man, whofe ftame was MichaeJy is pro- 
bably no more. He was then advanced in age and 
rai^ciated, and his vile countenance was perfedly 
iti unifon with the deformity of his mind. But if 
it can no longer be of ufe to point him out, it is of 
great confequence to our fellow-citiiens now in 
Egypt, to give them a knowledge of the treacher- 
tjiis diipofitions of tHefe hypocritical monks, for 
they all refeiilble each other, except a few trifling 
Aadcs of difference. Whatever outward appear^ 
ances they rtay put on, we may be alTured,. that 
^heir hatred agairiflr Europeans is more atrocious^ 
and pmfound than that of th6 Mahometans, and' 
their houfes in the defert will be the grand fupport 
of the excurfions of the Bedouins, their magazines^ 
of provifipn, and the places in which they will 
aflemble to deliberate on the meafures neceflary to 
Anfure the fuGcefs pf their expeditions. 

' Thefe bad quallities appear to be Hereditary in 
tTie fuperiours of the convents Of Saint Macarius ; 
for Wanfleb, who travelled this defert in 1672^ 
complains bitterly of him whom he found here^ 
and whom he calls a bad man. He had great rea-» 
Ion to be diilatisfied with the Copbtic nxKiks inu 

another 
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another of thefe convents; fince tKey extorted from 
him thirty Venetian fequins, and the vicar filched 
ibme money from him beiidcs.* 

During the five days we ipent at Zaidi el Bara'» 
mousj every morning there was a very thick fog, 
and one evening a little rain felL 

* NouvcUc Relation d'Egypte, p. 2S0, 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

De^rfurefrom TLdidi el Baramous — Zatdi Sourian--^ 
Lahhh — Tamarinds-r-Mr. Bruce — AmhaB'tJkoi--^ 
Amba Monguar — Generofity of a Bedouin — fVar^ 
danr^Rmie towards Caira-^fV^ern hank of the 
Nik — Voyage on the Nile from l^houbra to Ro^ 
Jetta^^Pirates on the Nile-^Spur-winged phvers 
— ^ funeral — A wedding— Flrtues of the Be^ 
doumS'^Remedy for fore eyes — Nebka — Pigeons. 

ON leaving Zdidi el Baramous^ the 1 3th of Ja- 
nuary, 1778, we travelled fouth-ibuth-eaft 
{or two leagues, through deep pafles, parallel to 
the great hills. Their fides were ileep, and they 
were evidently the efFedls of torrents. The whole 
of this fpace confifted entirely of fine &nd, except 
in a few inftances, where thin ftrata of lime-ftone 
appeared uncovered. On the furface of thefe firata 
was a confiderable number of Egyptian pebbles, 
which the floods had rolled thither from the {xxak-* 
mits of the hills. 

As we drew near the monaftery of Zdidi Sourtan, 
the chief of the Arabs, who were our condaftors^ 
apprifed me, that, according to all reports, thofe 
Bedouins, by whom we had been attacked, were 
•^ '"^ ' ' concealed 
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concealed behind the walls, ^Ith defign to f«rprift 
us ; that I ought to be prepared, to give them a 
vigoriis reception ; and that be would flipport tn% 
with all His people. My companions too were well 
difpofed to perform their parts, and this time we 
ihould certainly not have been ftripped. Having 
made the neceflary difpofitions, we approftclKd the 
building, but could dilcover no perfon near. 

Etitering into the convent, w6 found it was con* 
ilruxfted on the fame plan as that which we had 
left, but the buildings were more commodious, and 
arranged in a muqh bettfcr manner. From it's 
name it appears to have been formerly the refidenee 
^ Syrian monks, who have relinquiihed it to the 
Cophts. The ancient Syrian chapel fiill remains. 
It is tolerably handfi;>me, and adoriied with iculp- 
turcs, and paintings in frefco. On one of the 
pillars the names of feveral Europeans are cut, but 
thofe?0f the French travellers. Baron and Granger^ 
were the only ones I knew. The Cophts do not 
toakeufe of this chapel ; but have built^ another 
after their own faihion, that is, in the form of a 
iprofs. In it is a (hrine filled with faints, among 
whom Saint Marmaroious is moft revered. The re- 
doubt, or little fort, was likewifc better conftrucSled 
than that of Za'idi el Baramous; and the monks ap- 
|)eared to me lefs filthy, and lefs ftupidly ferocious. 
Their fu^^eripr was a man turned of thirty, abfplute- 

N 3 ly 
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ly beardlefs, and without a fingle hair on any part 
of his body. In a country where a man is refpecft- 
ed in proportion to the growth of his beard, it was 
natural for him to be greatly chagrined at the total 
want of an article of fo much confequence, and he 
intreated me very prcffingly, to inftrufik him in the 
me^ns of acquiring fuch an embelliihment to his 
chin, 

- Thefe monks too have a litjtle garden, though 
not quite »fo fmall, and in better condition, than 
that of the former convent. In it were atUsy fome 
date-trees, little olive-trees, and one almond^tree. 
Among the culinary vegetables I diftinguiihied the 
lablahy^ a fort of large French bean, which is pe- 
rennial, and, riling to a confiderable height, well- 
calculated, like the vinp, to form arbours. It's 
leaves are of a cheerful gneen; and it*s long and 
brbad pods are of the fame colour, edged with deep 
purple. Thefe contain oval beans, variegated with 
yellow, reddifh brown, and fometimes b}a£k«. This 
kind of pulfe is cultivated throughout all Egypt, 
and the beans are in compion ufe as an article of 
food. 

In one of the courts is. a monftrous tamarind- 
tree, f which the Cophts confider as the efFed of a 

* DoMchos lahlah^ Lip. 

t Tamarindus indica^ Lin,— In Arabic, tumat^hhdh Indian 
4ate-tree. 
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miraculous vegetation. A certain Saint Ephrern 
kaving his ftaff at the dc>or of another hermit, to 
whom he was paying a vifit, the ftafF inflantly took 
root, put forth branches, and quickly (hot up into 
in enormous tamarincj-trce. To heighten the. mi* 
racle, they fay it is the only tree of the kind exift- 
ing in Egypt: but this is an impofition ; for though 
tamarinds are not common in that country, a few 
may be (ten in the gardens of Rofletta. The pods, 
ilon(s, and pulp of tamarinds, boiled, and beaten 
together with fugar, are fold in the markets of all 
the cities in Egypt. This coarfe fort of confec- 
tionary is brought by the caravans from the interior 
parts of Africa. It is an indifpenfable article c^ 
provifion for thofc, who are preparing to traverfe 
the deferts, which they eat as a refreflament, and to 
allay the burning third excited by thefe torrid 
regions. 

• The few trees that ftiadow part of the enck)furc 
pf Zdt'di Sourian, attradl tliither fome fmall birds, 
which .diffufe a. gleam of cheerfulnefs ; while the 
rugged afped of nature at ^aidi el Baramous 
frightens away every creature that has- breath. 

* The well-water is good, compared with that 
which we had been obliged to drink fpr fome days, 
^ it has but a flight degree of Jbrackifhncfs. It is 

N 4 probably 
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prpbaMy futniflicd by the Uke of natron, Which i» 
only thre6 quarters. of a league diftant froin tbel 
fftonaftcry, 

^ - • / ' . ' 

, In this convent wa^ a moiik^ who had vifitcd 
Abyilinia. He infonned me, that an European was 
then there'.i^: th^. greateft favour with the Emperor^^ 
i^nd i^opfidered a$ a man of the higheil confequencd 
by the people. I had feen Mr, Bruce at the houib 
of Buffbn, at Mohtbard, and bad heard from him 
iey6ral pai*ticulert refp^<9:ing bis refidence in Abyf* 
iinla. Thefe very particulars, repeated by a matt 
j)erfe6ijy difiqterefted, and the precife agreement 
pf dates, fOr'med to me the completeft demonftra-^ 
tten, that Mr. Bruce was the European, whom he 
mentioned as the perfon adding fo confpicuous a 
part at Gondar, This is not the only proof I have 
had in my power to colle<5l refpeding the reality of 
a journey, which is an honour to the prefent cen* 
tury, though doubts have been raifed on the fub- 
jeft of it.* In France, as well as in England^ 
there were perfons, who gave it no credit. Th« 
following is an extra<ft from a letter I received at 
Cairo. " We wi(h you all the health nepeflary fot 

* Travels to difcovcr the Source of the Nile, bj Mr. Brtice» 
translated into French by ^Citizen Caftera, tp whofe talentg 
and ixuhiftTy" we are ihdebt^d for axi actjuaintance with feverat 
l^^her intereftiog trayels^ 

^^ a ipao 
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** a fndh about to undertake a journey of fuch dif- 
*^ ficulty, as that which will carry you into Abyf* 
^* finia.* Perhaps you will find fomething to re-* 
*^ mark refpe<Sling what Mr, Bruce^ the famoui 
'^ Englifti traveHer, has faid of it fince his retum< 
'^ He is not altogether credited in his own country, 
^* and you will render great fervice to his reputa-* 
** tion, if, after having been there, you fpoak of it 
*^ in the lame manner as he has done." 

To be attacked by calumhy is the fate of thofe 
who engage in extraordinary undertakings. There 
is a numerous body of men, who are incapable o{ 
doing any good themfelves, and envious of every 
thing intcrefting or ufeful done by others ; jealous 
of talents they do not poflefs; eager to ftiiSe merit, 
in the hope that their foolifh and vain infufficiency 
may take it's place ; the declared enemies of ail 
who fpurn the beaten track; vile, lying, hire- 
ling calumniators, endeavouring by means of per- 
fidious infinuations, of impoflure combined with 
the fole art they poflefs, to tarnifh and deftroy 
every great reputation, the fplendour of which is as 
ofFenfive to th^ir eyes, as the beams of the fun to 
thofe of owls, 

* I fliajl hereafter mention the reafons, whicb prevented me 
ftom performing this journey^ 

From 
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"' From, ZaiJi Saurian I departed on the I4tb, at 
tbree o'clock in the morning, after having beilowed 
on the monks the few pieces of (liver I had left, 
firmly refolved, not to^fet my foot within another 
convent. There were two more ; but I had now 
pothing to fatisfy the cupidity of the monks, and 
I knew likewife, that they were not worth vifiting. 

On pafling by one of thefe monafterics, called 
Amba Bifho'i, which was only a few paces diftant 
from that which we left, the monks were waiting 
for me at the gate. They were very preQing in 
their folicitations, that I would ftep in for a mo- 
ment ; and as an inducement told me, that they 
poflefled the body of a faint, as frefh and rofy as if 
alive. They appeared to be greatly offended at 
my difregarding fuch an attrajidion ; but the real 
caufe of the diflatisfadtion they expreiled was, their 
being difappointed of the money they expe<Sle4 to 
derive from my vifit. 

' My Arab (heick would have led me by a fourth 
monaitery ; but I declared to him pofitively, that I 
would not go near another of thefe buildings^ fo 
badly inhabited, and under fhclter of which (bme 
band of robbers might be concealed ; choofing 
rather to remain in the open plain, than run the 
hazard of being furprifed a fecond time. Accord- 
ingly 
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Ingly we diredled our courfe to the eaftward, and 
pafled the fouthern extremity of the laft lake of na- 
tron, t^hich was covered with a prodigious quantity 
of ducks of every fpecies. 

The fourth of thefe convents of the defert, the 
friendly retreats of robbery, we left on our right a 
full league. This is particularly dedicated to Saint 
IMacarius. It is alfo called Amha Monguar : the 
Arabs lay fimply Mongtian Like the others it is 
inhabited by Cophtic monks. In the environs are 
feveral ruins, which the Cophts fhew as thofe of thfe 
ancient monaftery of Saint Macarius himfelf. To 
thefe ruins the Arabs give a name, which figoifies 
Woimiis Cdftle ; a ftrange denomination for a re- 
treat cre<5led out of antipathy to womankind, and 
inhabited by hideous anchorites.* 

' We kept oil our way all day, and all the night, 
till five o'clock in the morning, when we arrived 
at the village of Etrisy on the weftern bank of the 
Nile. The camp of thofe Bedouins, who were my 
prefent travelling companions, was pitched clofe by 
this village. The (heick condu6ted me to his tent; 
and immediately the women fet before us the re- 
paft of hofpitality. 

♦ Probably tbey are the ruins of a nunnery, whence the 
Axabic name, which would be futSciently appropriate. — T. 
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I had informed the iheick, at our firft intcrricv 
in the defert, that I could not poffibly pay him for 
the efcort and beafts with which he furnifhed m^ 
before I returned from Cairo, whither I intended ta 
proceed, to obtain a frefh fupply for my purfc, 
Avhich had been emptied by his countrymen. His 
tnfwer was, that be was perfedly ealy about his 
pay, and not only fo, but had money at my fervica 
I had paid little attention to the latter part of this 
anfwer ; forgetting, that I was no longer in a coun- 
try where the heart and lips are at variance, and 
where an abundance of words apparently kind are 
often nothing more than the expreflions of indifFer- 
,ence, and fomctimes proceed from the mouth of 
.one in whofe heart is concealed hatred ; where fuch 
offers, fuch attentions, are confidered as unn^ean* 
ing compliments, as words of courfe, which the 
pcrfon who .makes them has no intention to per- 
form, and in which the perfon who declines them 
puts no truft; 

The repaft was no fboner over, than my hoft 
went to a little coffer, that flood in a corner of the 
tent^ took out a little bag of money, and prefenting 
it to me, faid : " I know every thing tbat.has hap-p 
" pened to you. With indignation I witnefled 
" the rafcally behaviour of the monk at Zatdi el 
^^ BaramouL , I am well aW^re, that, in confe- 
" quencc of the letters of recommendation you 

" have^ 
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^* have, you will receive all the affiftance you want 
** from the Kiafchefoi Wardan : but you wiH give 
** me great pain, if you apply to a dog of a Turk, 
^ to a Mameluc. I cannot bear that one, with 
•^ whom I have eaten the repaft of friendlhip, whom 
•* I have protected at the hazard of my life, and 
** who is become my brother, (hould have recourfc 
*^ to another for afliftance. Take this money : it 
*^ is yours. If you refufe it, I fhall think, that you 
** difdain a friend, becauie he is one of the people 
" of the defert/** What generoiity of fentiment! 
what greatnefs of mind ! Yet this very man 
would have ftripped me, if he had cafually met 
with me in the wildernefs. In return for this frank 
and fincere cordiality, and that I might not offend 
my hoft, i took a kvv patacas, which be would not 
fee me count, any more than he would liften to me, 
when I promifed to repay them on my return from 
Cairo, which would be very (hortly. / ' 

We learned, that the troop of Abdallah, the 
black robber chief, who had fo unwillingly reftored 
to me the booty of which he had gotten poflTeffion, 
being reinforced by frelh detachments, bad waited 
in ambufli for me behind the walls of the monaftcry 
4y( Saint Macarius, or jimba Monguar^ by which 
I had refufed to pafs. The (heick thanked me 

* Bidaottij from which we have formed Bechuitty figiiifics au* 
inhabitant of the defert. 

warmly, 
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warmly, for having chofen to leave this convetifc 
unvifited, and obliged him to continue his journey 
the whole night. All the Bedouins of the defert 
were on the watch to furprife me, fuppofing that I 
was loaded with treafure ; and I was indebted for 
my (afety to nothing but the indirect way, and 
forcod march, which I qpmpelled my condudlors 
to take. This notion of my having a quantity of 
gold about me had entered into the ftupid heads of 
the fellahs^ or peafants, likewife : and it might 
have brought upon me ftill more fatal confequences 
from thefe imbruted ^and ferocious beings, who^ 
equally robbers with the Bedouins, poflefs none of 
their virtues. Thefe circumflances determined me 
to repair to the commander of the diftri<9:, and I 
fet off for Wardan^ the place of his refidence, half 
a league fouth-fouth-eaft of Etris. The Mameluc 
officer received me with great civility, and would 
make me lodge in his own houle. 

Wariian iS a large village, built at a little diftance 
from the weftern bank of the Nile, on the lite of 
LatopoUsj a city anciently dedicated to Latona, 
which gave it's name to one of the divifions ornofnes 
of Egypt. In more recent times this place had ac- 
quired another kind of celebrity, that of pillage. 
It was a formidable ncft of pirates, who plundered 
all the veflels, that navigated this part of the Nile. 
The merchants had lio other rcfource, but to put 

their 
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their goods on board veflels belonging to Wardaij 
itfelf, the mafters of which, being in league with 
the pirates, would anfwer for the lading entrufted 
to them. This connipany of pirates was deftroyed 
by the bey, fince' which Wardan has been a placa 
of fecurity. 

Here I hired a boat, to convey me to Cairo, and 
return with me to Roflctta. On the 1 6th of Janu- 
ary, at five o'clock in the afternoon, we fet fail. 
The wind falhng, however, we found it neceflary 
to anchor. At one in the morning we failed again^ 
As we were paffing a village, in the forenoon, we 
law the inhabitants quitting their dwellings, and 
crofling over to the eaftern bank of the Nile, with 
their goods and cattle, in confequence of having 
feen about a hundred Bedouins the evening before, 
who, they feared, were come to pillage them. No 
doubt it was Abdallah's troop in purfuit of us. This 
village, though on the bank of the river, is almoft 
in the defert. In proportion as you approach nearer 
Cairo, the fpace of fertile ground, on the weft of 
the Nile, which flretches out into immenfe plains 
in Bahire, gradually decreafeS;^ fo that near this 
capital of Egypt the weftern bank of the Nile is 
little more than arid fand. 

The mafter of the boat not daring to venture fo 
high as Boulac^ the port of Cairo, left it (hould be 

feized 
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(biaed ibrthe fervice of the army> which tftnaci 
bey had aflembled againft his competitors Mournf 
andlbrahim> we flopped half a league below Boula(^^ 
near a village called Schoubra. I fent one of my 
|ieople to Cairo by land ; and as loon as be retury- 
cd, we fet off down the river again, at nioe o'clock 
in the evening* 

' After having kept watch till midnight with half* 
my people, we were relieved by the other half: a 
taeafure of prudence, adopted and regularly pnr*- 
fucd in all my voyages. I had but juft lain down 
in the cabin, when I was awakened, and informed 
that three fmall boats, without fails or mafts, Were 
rowing toward us, and refufed to anfwer the quef^ 
lions put to them. The matter diredled toe to be 
told, that they were pirates, and not a momcntf 
ihould be loft in firing upon them, before they be- 
gan their attaek upon us. On this they prefcntly 
received a few difcharges of our mufketry, which 
Ihey anfwered only by rowing off^ as faft as they 
could. 

On the 18th, we paffed between War dan and 
the little village of GuirSiJij a quarter of a league 
below which is another - called GSziret tVardaft^ 
From this place the Nile runs north-weft by north 
to Etr is. We faw feveral flights of ducks, gulls of 
the large and fmall fpecies, and a flamingo, which 

the 
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Ac Arabs Call Ufaroufs. There werft alfo feveral 
fptir-witoged jplovcrs on both banks of the river, 
end we often heard their cry in the night. At 
feoiletta, where, as I have before obfervedj they ard 
pretty numerous^ they paft the night along the 
(hore of the Nile, before the houfes, never failing 
to accompany with their (harp (creaming voice, the 
long l^rkings, vvith which the dogs in the ftreets 
interrupt the fleeper's repofe at the leaft nolfe. 

As V^re were failing by GSziret tVardan we (aw a 
funeral : two flags, one white^ the Other red, were 
carried at the head of the proceffionj a tuftom not 
obferved in cities. A little lower, near the village 
of Menjhky a lefs melancholy fcene offered itfelf 
to our eyes ; that of a wedding : the bride was 
perched upon a tall camelj and furrounded by a 
crowd of peafants, engaging in inock combats with 
long fticks. A band of mulic, cohfifting of drums 
and hautboys, led the way. The pace of the camel 
was very flow ; yet he was ftOpped every moment 
for the company to dance^ (hout, and fight around 
the bridc> who was paraded tbiis for half a day 
iabout the village and it's environs^ 

A quarter of a league below Menjkk is the lit- 
.lle village oiMonfi. Oppofite the fpace betwcmi 
them is Etrk^ where we arrived at ten o'clock ill 
the morning* 

Vot. II. O Ihaftened 
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I haftened to the camp of my generous BedoUifr 
Sheick, who appeared aftoniflied at- feeing me 
again Co foori, and paid him what I owed him, to 
which I added a few yards of cloth, , While I was 
taking with him the frugal fepaft, w^hich he obliged 
tne to accept, he fent to the boat, without my 
knowledge, a (heep and fome other provifion.. 
Frofn this, worthy maii I parted full of admiration 
and gratitude. - Let him, who is indignant at the 
corruption of our cities, the vices that prevail in 
them, poorly difguifed by hypocrify, the falfe vir- 
tues which are cried up, that divifion of petty in* 
terefts, which makes a fociety of men an aflembly 
of enemies, ceafe to calumniate human nature^ 
Still, for it's honour, there are men, who, not con- 
cealing great faults, unite with the open pfadlice 
-of them the exercife of the moft commendable qua- 
lities. Under the rude tent of the Bedouin, on the 
parched fand, which ferves him as a floor, we mud 
look for fimple manners^ generous habits^ and the 
virtues of hdfpitality. 

\ I had art dppdrttinity of feeing a flng^ular reriied/, 

which the /^//^Aj, or Egyptian peafants employ fofr 

fore eyes. ' They fufpend a little ball of coral to 

their hdad-drefs by a tht^ead, fd that it hSngS di- 

• reftly dppofite to the difeafed eye, which is ftfe<i^ 

*faftly fixed upon it, and ftruck by it contitiually. If 

a perfon wifhed to render himfelf blbd^ he could 

•*- " . • . - not 
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if)ecific. 

Leaving Etris iat four o'clock in the aftemddh^ 
two leagues lower down we daw Ahounefchabi ; and 
oppofite to it, on the eaftdrn bank, Tahon^: Be-' 
tweiett thefe two village^ the Nile i$ very broad^ 
but (hallow; My boat, though without any ladings 
ran aground, ahd remained faft a Confiderable 
tiniQ. At. nine o'clock we reached Iagnoufs\ a 
pretty large village on the eaftern bank, half a 
league from Talionh 

At Idgnoufs 1 tarted for the firft tiiHe ia fmall 
fruit called nehka. The tree that bears it, is a 
large fpeeies of rhamnus,* growing higher than a 

* The nebka being yet little known, and the work of FoHkal 
hot being in the hands of every one, I prefume it will riot be 
unacceipt^ble to the botanical reader, i]f I copy what hds been 
faid of it by this gehtlemhn^ Who tJcamined it on tht fpot 
vrhere it grows* 

Rhamnus nabeca. Variat. (a) Rh» divaricatus f fotlis fi'^ 
mipdlUcar. Catdiius ad Jingidu folia dinfaricatis\ fpinis validis^ 
J^pe geminU. (h) Rh, redus ; ramts reBis ; fpinis aut nullis aut 
Jhlttariis ad latus petioli, reikis p&itntiiUsi folih pdlticariiat* 
XTtriufque caudex aridreits; ftuBu drupa^ fHice iiiKulari; /olid 
crenulata^ triTierviay glabra^ ovata^ pbtvfa^ alterna^ diftichay pe^ 
fiidata ; Jliputa fetacea, Afah. prior. Sidr, -w?/ Ghaft, aut iEIb# 
>tf/^ Ardj v^l Orfedj. Forfkal, Flota Egypt. Arab. Suppl. 
p. 204. . 

Rhamnus nape^a^ Rumph. Arab. 2, tab. 42. 
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plum-tfee, the bark of vjhich is gray, and not 
unlike that of willows. It's leaves are alternate, 
obtufe, trinervated, and of a deep green colour. 
The fruit refcmbles a fmaJl round apple* in ap- 
pearance, and has more of the flavour of an apple 
than of a plum. When it is not thcHTOughly ripe, 
it has an ai:erb tafte, like that of the crab ; and 
when over ripe it is taftelefs ; but if it be eaten in 
a proper liate of maturity, it is pleafant enough. 
The ftone is round and covered with afperities, 

Oppofite lagnoufi the Nile was almoft covered 
with ducks ; and I was much aftoniihed to fee in 
the midft of th'enl flights of comnjon pigeons^ an 
incredible number of which are bred in Egypt, 
pitching on the Water every moment, even in the 
firongeft part of the current, and remaining upon 
it's furface often more than a minute. This habii, 
which I never obferved in any other place, and- 
which is probably owing to the great heat of the 
climate, is common in this hot country, to all pi- 
geons of this fpecies. 

* Sarary, who appears never to have feen this fruit, fays it 
is a fmall pear I, of a fourifli *tafte. Lettrcs fur TEgypte, torn* 
ii. page 43. . 
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CHAP- XXX. 

Voyage on the Nile continued — Terrana-^Dovecofs 
— IVagtaih — Ducks — Crows — ji funeral — New 
/pedes of flo'uer — Ruins — Antique figures-^Foua 
—Banks of the Nile — Return to Rojetta. 

ON the 20th iri the morning we refumed our 
voyage toward Rofletta, as foon as a very 
thick fog, during which it was impoffible to diftin-^ 
guifh objedts at the fmaUeft diftance, was diC- 
peried. When it cleared up a ftrong gale capie oa 
from the north, which raifed a (well in the river, 
and prevented our boat from dfiving down with 
the ftream. Below lagnoufs the Nile runs^north by 
weft. Haifa league from lagnoufs is a place called 
IkmaSy and half a league further is Terrana^ where 
I flopped. 

Terrana^ or Terane^ aa it is called on Danville's 
map, is a well-enclofed town, confiding entirely of 
mud- walled houfes, like all the villages in thefe 
parts, and the refidence oV^ Kiafchef In the en- 
virons, the veftiges of the ancient city of Terenuthis . 
appear in fome ruins, known in the' country at pre- 
fcnt by the name of Aboulelhu.- 

3 The 
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The inhabitants of Terrana* are ferocious and 
tnalignaqt. The abfence of tht Kiafchef, who was 
with the army, rendered them fti)l more dangerous. 
We were bol^ . threatened and infulted there. 
Tpiey \\ad heard of my journey in the defert, an^ 
had been told, according to cuftom, that I had dif. . 
covered treafures in it. With thefe my boat was 
fuppofed, to be l^den, and the inhabitants gf 7>r- 
ram formed the defign of carrying her off in the 
pight. We kept upon^our guard ; a few people 
fovcd along the fliore^ but np one ventured to ap^ 
prb^ch us, , ' • 

There was a Turk here^ who manufai^ured very 
line gun-powder. This poor fellow, though young, 
h^d a fe^eble yoice^ and the hair of his beard was 
white, . Thefe wer^ the confequences of a fright;, 
IntQ which hp was thrpwn by Ali Bey, who, fuf- 

. peeling him of furoifhin^ fupplies of powder to 
the Bedouins, whom he wiflied to deftroy, ordered 
his head to be cut off. The tyrant revoked his 

, order tht? fame inl^ant,. yet fuch were the ftrpng 
iqpreffiqns it left behind, 

I f^vy fomc heronS;^ g^^^9 and flights of ducks. 
The duck? did not flop ne^r TerranUy for, as the 
^ile \% brpad there, aijd it$ courfe ftraight, there 
is commonly a great deal qf wind, which raifes a 
fwell, tp which they afc aveife. The diredipn of 
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the river ffill continues north by weft. • On the 
eaftern bank, and. a little below. Tm-ww^, are the 
two contiguous villages, Z//Vand Sanfdftf the fellahs 
of which have a fimilar reputation with thofe of 
Terrana. 

I was in hafte to quit this inhofpitable country, 
and on the 22d, at three o'clock in the morning, 
we committed ourfelves once more^to the current. 
By fix o'clock we bad. reached Bur-Edgiaty wherq 
fome remains of antiquity are to be feen. Here 
the Nile takes a north-eaftcrly direcftion. Half a 
league from Bur-Edgiat is Dimh/ckii and oppofite 
to it on the eaftern bank of the river, is TamaU. 
Near this laft-rnentioned village a canal condudls 
the fertilizing waters of the river toward the fopth. 

A fhort half league below Tamale, on the fame 
fide, is iSA^^ir; at an equal diftanc^ from this 
place is. Kafr- Nadir ; and a quarter of a league far- 
ther on is Nadir. Here is another canal, larger 
than that of Tamal^, the dire6lion of v^hich is 
north-eaft. I few a flock- of gray fandpipers,* 
fome gulls, and feveral ducks. The fame gale from 
the north; which had .retarded our voyage the day 
before, rendered our paflageflill rough, and our 

♦ YftiXQieau pljivier. Buffon,. Hift. Nat. dcsi Oifegjux, et 
pi. enlum. l^o.^b^.-^Tringa/q^uatarola. Lin., . 
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«nd that thfe discovery bad excited a bloody coo* 
&6i among thcni^ which cootinued three days« 

Pollowirig the courfe of the Nile from jflguan^ 
we failed firft eaft-*north-ea(l for a quarter of a 
league, then north, andlaftly north by weft, till^wc 
reached Kafr Demjchiy a village on the caflern (horc, 
a league from Alguan. Between thefe is Kafr 
Gizii. Half a league lower, during which the 
river runs riorth-north-weft, is Tenefur^ a village 
much better built than thofe I have juft mentioned, 
and at a little diftance from the Nile. Oppofite te 
this village is AhouhkaHi. A bending of half a 
league, running north-weft by north, carried us to 
JB/r/>, a deferted village on the weftern bank ; op- 
• pofite which, on the other fide of the river, is ZaAed 
el B£gUy built a little way inland. A quarter of a 
league below Etrie is Kafr Etrie ; and between 
thefe two places is a large canal, which waters part 
of Baiire, and has a communication with that of 
Alexandria. 

The Nile then runs north-eaft by north. We 
flopped at a large village below Kafr Etrie ^ built a 
quarter of a league from the river, and called Mifch^ 
lami. ^e then went over to the weftern fide, and 
made our boat faft for the night at Komfcherick. 
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-' Befide the ducks, numerous flights of which 
were^td be foen every moment, 1 faw this day fix 
pelicans- flying in company,, and a confiderable 
flX)ck,"of wild geefe. * ^ ' ' 

I obferved that the wagtails, difperfed about 
during the day, aflembled together as night came 
on. Thefe aflemblies, which cantlot arife from any 
fcfieme of defence, fince' thefe birds, innocent and 
feeble, are incapable of intimidating* an enemy^ 
ever fo little dangefbus, even by their number, muft 
be the confequence of a focial inftindt. All thoife 
of a diftri(?i, thus aflembled, fly for fome time over 
the furface of the water, and then fettle togetheir 
on one of the fliores of the river to pafs the night. 
The flock that I faw in the evening at Koinfcherick 
was fo numerous, as to be feveral minutes in paflP. 
ingby the ftern of our vefleL ' 

There is no kind of birds more plentiful In Egypf. 
I have met with them in all the cultivated parts, 
near all the villages, and more particularly in the 
neighbourhood of thofe which lie near the banks of 
the Nile. At the fame time there, are no birds 
more tame : fome of them came into the veflTers 
cabin, during our voyage upon the Nile, and would 
feed clofe by our fides with engaging fectirity. 
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At Komfiherick I found a few medals, wbich^ 
though of little. impcwtance, prove that there. was a 
fcttlement here in ancient times. During tTie day 
I fpent at ttes-piace, I had gre^ reafon to he pleated 
with the bebariour of t}ie Mameluc officer who 
})94 tb<s command here. 

If my profcffihg phyfic reinbved fome difficul- 
ties in thex:ourfe of my journey ; and if the exer- 
crcife of it fbmetimes araufed us with tolerably di- 
^refting fcenes;* on the other haiid it expofed 
me to fevere trials; I had been, prevailed upon 
to remain a day at Komfcherick, in order to wait 
for an Arab Sheick, a man- of great confideration 
in thi$ diftriiSt, who was ilL When he came he 
exhibited the moft frightful and difgufting fpe<Sa- 
cle. Thi^ miferable creature had nothing left but 
the upper part of his head : the other part, from 
the mouth; including the whole of the lower javvr, 
was gone, having been confumed by a dreadful 
caiicer. The tongue, having loft it's fupport, hung 
dry and immoveable: it's root was expofed, and 
the infide of the. fauces, the flefh and. integuments 
of which were eroded fo as to leave them almoft 
bare, announced by it's black and inflamed appear- 
- ance a fpeedy termination to the fufFerings of 
, the man, to whofe horrible ftate of exiftence an 
impoffibility of fwallowin^jor even breathing, would 
ibon put an cnji. Terrified at the view of a head, 
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half living^ and half delivered to tte corraption of 
deatb^ I haftened to get rid of fuch a .patient, and 
ran to niy vcifel, which I inftantly ordered to be 
caft loofe ; tnj imagination ib ftnick with tbeiight 
offucb a hideous obje6):^ that itiwas t(»niented 
with it feveral days. 

It was ten o'cloek in the momihg oif .tbc 25th 
when we left Komfsherick to continue out voyage 
down the Nite. The dire<ftioB of the river here 
is north-eail by north. At the dtftance of half a 
league we found Amr,m$ on the eaftern bank^ 
a little farther, Magmn,OTi the weftern ; and half a 
league below jimrotts, on the fame fide, Toftnoub. 
THie river then runs north-north-wefl to a quartar 
^a league below ZaVra a village built on a high' 
point of land, on the right, a little dtftance from 
Tarmouh Between this place and 2idiraj on the 
, left is Zavouay ftanding a little way front) tbd (hore* 
A little below Zaira, on an eminence, which ap^ 
pearE to be compofed of the ruins of an ancient 
town, ftands a chapel, the burial place of a Mafao-^ 
fitctan iaint. Haifa league below Zavma is Za6ed 
clBahrL 

Beyond Z^zir^ji the Nile takes it's courfe caft- 
north-eaft, and in fomewhat lefs than a quarter of 
a league we reach NSgfUy a tolerably well biiilt 
town on the weft bank. At the place wbcrfe the 
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river alters its direiSlion from north-north-weft to 
eaft-north^eail, it iupplies a canal running to the 
treftward, attd forms a little inland. Haifa league 
from NSgif^ Hands Aiet-Ackmet^ and nearly oppo* 
lite to it is Kafr Michelei, Mirmei is half a league 
lower down than Alet^Achmet^ and a quarter of a 
league farther is Acraah. Kafr Bagi, and Kafr 
Agouy oppofite which is Kafr Garinty are at a quar^ 
ter of a league diftance from each other and from 
Acrottk From this laft-mentioned village the ]^file 
refumes it's weft-north-weft dircfiion, and leaves 
an ifland expofed to view before Kafr Bagi. At 
this place there was fuch a number of ducks upon 
the water, that they covered a fpace of half a quar- 
ter of a league long, and more than two yards 
broad. 

t)uring my voyage upon the Nile, all the wtiy 
from Cairo to Roflettaj I obferved, that the ducks 
preferred thofe parts of the river where the water 
is agitated neither by the wind nor by the rapidity 
of the flream ; and as ftill water commonly occurs 
before the villages, io lituate as not to be expofed 
to the current, and to aflbrd fmooth anchorage for 
veflels, the ducks rarely qjait the waters that wafli 
the walls of thefehAitations, oppofite which large 
•flocks feldom fail to be feen. They fuffer tbem- 
felrcs to float gently down the ftream,. which is 
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tery flow in thefe parts of the river, till they ar6 
thus carried beyond the extremities of the villages^ 
or into thofe parts where the furface of the water 
begins to be ruffled, when they take wing, return 
and fettle again upon the water higher up, and are 
drifted anew down the fame fpace of almofl flill 
water. Thus tliey fpend the day in thefe alternate 
movements. 

It was Ukewife a place of aflembling for different 
ipccics of water fowl, as wild geefe, fpurwinged 
plovers, herons, and gulls. 

At Kafr Garmt the river runs norlh by eaft for a 
quarter of a league ; and on the wcftem bank wc 
find Salamounty a village almoft entirely deferted* 
Another has been built a little more within the 
land, c^tdiKaft Sallnnoum. Salamoum is diftin- 
guiihed by having one of the walls of an ancient 
edifice remaining, in which there is a doon This, 
with a few pieces of granite, is the only veftige of 
antiquity to be feen here* The diftance from it 
to ShdlfQur is half a league* According to Dan-* 
ville^* thefe twq places mark the fituation pf ^«-» 
dropolis (the mens* city,) and GyruecopoJis (the wo* 
mens' city,) which appear to h^ve been formerly 
contiguous* . 

■ ♦ .GcograpKi^i AxitieiJric, tomeh p, 12: 
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From Saiamoum to SMbour tlie river runs north- 
eaft by call. Before we reached the latter place, 
we faw the tomb of a faint on the weftern bank. 
I Hopped at iSA<j3(«^, a pretty large village, bnt en- 
tirely mud^walled, and very badly built. The houfd 
of t^e commandant, however, which is ereded oa 
a platform of .earth, though the walls are of mud) 
like thofe of the reft, is pretty well conftru^ed: 
The minaret of the mofquse, too, was tolerably 
handfome. .* 

In the evening all the crow© in the vicinity re- 
paired in fucceffion to a fmall fandy ifland in the 
middle of the river. There was a very large num- 
ber of them : and after they had remained thus 
crowded tog6thei^ in a body for a quarter of an 
iour, they difperfed, flying away, one after another, 
in all diretSlipns. A fpe6lator might fuppofe, that 
they had Siflembled to. concert their meafures to- 
gether. The fame evening fcvcral flocks of wild* 
geefe paflt^d over our heads. . 

Fronting SMbour is a village, which bears the 
indecent name of Kafr^Saparl. The navigation of 
the Nile in thefe parts during the night was very 
dangerous, on account of the pirates with whom 
thefe villages abound, ahd who. attack veflTels un- 
awares. The" difturbanees in Egypt, and the de-^ 
partureof almoft all the commandcrsi for the army 
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We left SMomr on the 26tli, at four o*cIock iil 
tte morning, Tfae CQld had been perceptible on 
Ibe preceding days^ but we bad never felt i| fb 
ibarply before^ The wind blew faaM from the 
Sorth«-n0rtb-weft> occafioning fhort breaking wav» 
\y it*$ oppofiftii^a to the current, and greatly im^ 
peding our progfefs. We did not reach E/chtimi 
till four o^cIock in the afternoon. This is a wretched 
hamlet^ confiding of a few mud-walled fants^ yet 
it is a port of fmne trade. A great deal uf com> 
fugar-canes, Bvd other commodities, are Ihipped 
here. We had left the village of Buhrm on the 
oppofite bank^ that is on the eafi, and a little above 
It the entrance of a canal, which runs to, the Ibutfa* 
ibuth- wefi. Near Btf j&riwx are three large eminence^ 
which indicate the lite of ibme ancient city, fi* 
they are not natural elevations* On the Jefl, or 
weftern bank, we had paffed the village oi Jftack* 

On the 2j^th, at three in the morning, we de- 
parted from Efchlimi^ and by eight we reached 
MAaUtt'AhoU'Ali in the Delta. For a long time 
we bad feen nothing but cluflers ^ mud-walled 
houles, or rather huts : Here we found, once more, 
dwellings built with brick, forming a town, and 
defended from inundations by a dike conflru6led 
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of brick likewife. In one of the ftreets I met a fu- 
neral. By the fide of the bier was carried, a large, 
black flag, diverfified with fpots and figures of 
yellow. The female mourners, who followed it, 
held in one hand a corner of their garment, the 
only one they wpar, whether you call it a gown or 
ihift, which they were continually Ihaking, as if 
driving fomething before them. 

Here I faw, for the firfl time, a new fpecies of 
plover. I fay new, becaufe it is not mentioned by 
any ornithologift. The mean length of this bird 
is a little more than eight inches. The head is of 
a deep green, with a. changeable luftre ; a fort of 
white diadem, pafUng above the eyes, furrounds 
the head ; the back and lefs wing coverts are of a 
pretty, bright a(h-colour ; the greater wing coverts, 
white ; the quill feathers white, tipped with black, 
and having each a black fpot aboijt the middle, 
forming a black ftripe acrofs the middle of the wing.. 
The throat is white ; the under part of the neck 
and body white with a reddifh tinge. On the up- 
per part of the breafl: is a narrow band of deep 
fhining green, pafling half way round. The tail, 
the feathers of which are (hort and of unequal 
lengths, is of the fame gray colour as the upper 
part of the body, for two thirds of it's length, 
where it is crofl^ed by a broad black band, and the 
remainder is white. The eyes are brown : the legs 
and feet, blueifti ; the bill and claws, black. 

Vol. II. P If 
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If tbe fliape of thb bill only were confitlcred, 
this bird would appear to be ,diflin6l from IHbe 
plover genus. In reality, the bill, inlilead of being 
pcrfe^^Iy ftraight, and gibbous, like that of the 
plover, is llightly curved at the point of the upper 
mandible, and the gibbofity is lefs^diftinA; differ- 
ences which bring it nearer to the phvian"^ of 
BufFon, and ftill more to that bird, which, for the 
fame reafon, this naturalift has feparated from the 
plovers under the name of coure-vite.\ But if we 
reflect, that thefe Egyptian birds have all the other, 
diftinguifliing charadlers of the plover genus : that 
they have only three toes, all forward, without the 
leaft veflige of a toe behind : that part of the leg 
above the knee is naked : and, above all, that their 
habits are the fame with thofe of the plovers : it 
will be impoffible not to conlider them as birds oF 
the fame genus, notvvithftanding the flight differ- 
ence in the form of the bill; d difference, , which i^ 
one of the innumerable means employed by nature, 
to emancipate herfelf from the narrow conceptions 
of man, and the divifions within which he pretends 
to circumfcribe the effeds of her omnipotence, 

♦Kuvian. Hift. Nat. des Oif. et. PL cnljatn. No. 918« 
[The blapk-hc5k(le(i plover. Lath; Syn. v. 21 /—T.] 

t Hift. Nat. des Oif. et Planches enluminecs, No. 79^ et 
892. [The creana-colour^d plover, and Gororaandel plover. 
Lath. Syn, ib. The former the European courfer of Lewin.— T.J 
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Id priDpanng the bird^ fn>m which the above de«- 
tefip(?5o^i wdS taken, and Which was a male, I 
thought at firft I had difcovered a peculiarity in the ' 
conformation of the thigh bone, which I found flat- 
tened and curved in form of a fabre : but this wag 
tio more that) an accidental deformity, for the bone 
of the othet thigh had no fuch appearance. 

I have lince feen feveral plovers of this fpecics in 
different parts of Egypt ; but they never appear 
there, at lead on the banks of the Nile, where I 
liave always met with them, excq)t when it's waters 
have retired to their bounds, and run within their 
proper channel. They are almoft always feen in 
pairs, feldom in troops ; and thefe, when they oc- 
cur, are but final!, not exceeding in number fcvcn 
or eight. They keep on the (horc of the river, and 
feed on aquatic infedls. I have obfervod, that they 
TJevet alight on the mud, with which the fhores of 
the Nile are for the moft part covered, but frequent 
the fandy parts alone. When they take wing, 
they utter a little fharp cry, which they repeat 
feveral times following. They are runners, rather 
than birds of flight, feldom quitting the ground ; 
and are by no means Ihy, fo that you may approach 
them whenever you pleafe. 

Half a league from Mehallel^Ahou-AU farther 
within the land to the eaft, is Sermehour-Medini, a 
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village near which are fome confiderable remains of 
antiquity. The fiirface of the ground is covered 
with ruins. Nothing remains intire, €;xcept fome 
vaults built with bricks, and pillars with their 
capitals of marble and granite, but thefe are thrown 
down. By the fide of thefe ruins two villages ftrike 
the eye, on account of their handfome conllruftion, 
which is of brick, more' ancient apparently than 
that of the other towns and villages of Lower 
Egypt. 

I was informed, that there were fome ruins to be 
found on the oppofite fliore likewife, half a league 
below EfchlimS ; and, in paffing by, I faw, though 
at a diftance, confiderable veftiges of an ancient 
city ; but night coming on, I could not vifit them. 
It was impoflSble to remain the whole night in this 
difliricn:, the moft to be dreaded throughout Lower 
Egypt, for the great number of robbers, to whofe 
attacks you are expofed both by land and waten 
.The village near which we anchored was called 
Salhe el Adsjar ; a place, than which no one more 
abounds with robbers j and it was with difficulty, 
that the matter of the vcflTcl was prevailed on to 
flop there. Thus I was obliged to rclinquifh the 
examination of the fine remains of antiquity, which 
I had before me, but at fome diftance from the 
Nile. At Salhe elAdsjar however I found a tolera- 
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ble barveft of antique fragments, which the inhabi- 
tants fold me, and which I (hall enumerate here. 

A fmall figure in bronze, three inches high, 
(See Plate XIII, Jig. 1 J 

Ati Ifis in plafter. Height three inches nine 
lines. (Fig. 2.) 

A hawk in bronze. Height ten lines. (Fig. A.) 

A head of Ifis in terra-cotta. Height two inehes ; 
breadth at the bafe an inch and half. (Fig. 6.J 

A fine buft of Ifis, with the crefcent, and the 
modius, in white ftone, two feet high. {See Plate 

xir.j 

Two figures, which appear to be tragic mafks, 
fimilar to thofe that are feen at the angles of farco - 
phagi. (See Plate XF. fig. 1 and 2.) The firft is 
ofbafaltes, and eleven inches high. The fecond is 
of mortar, and nine inchoe in height. 

A figure, two inches nine lines in height, made 
of porcelain, and coated with an enamel, of the 
colour of the aqua marina. (See Plate XVI, jig. 1 .) 

P3 Another 
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Another in plaiter, two inches eleven lines hlglu 
(Fig. 2.) ^ . 

Another in bronze, probably ^an Ifis, three inches 
in. height. (Fig. 3. J 

' A head in buoaze, reprefenting an Ifis. This is 
not of Egyptian vvorkmanfliip, bytof the time^ 
when the Greeks were mafters of Egypt. (Fig. A,) 

The fame may be faid of another head of Ifis in 
^labafter, very flat, and wearing the crefoent. (See 
fg^ OS): It's length is. tweaty^^one lines* 

'JFtgure 5, is that of a beetle,* an infeiSl held 
fecred by the^ Egyptians. It is of black iione^ 
eighteen inches long, and thirteen broad. 

A cynoccphelus in porcelain, coated. with apple- 
green enamel. It is twb inches high, and perforatedi 
to be worn as an amulet. (Saa.Jig. 7.). I met witlfi 
another at Terrana, pcrfedlly refembliq^it^ <MJy 
not fo large. . 

An Ofiris holding the whip, in gilt bron^e^ two 
. inches high. (Set jig. 8.J . 

* Scar alaus facer, Lin. 

Laflly, 



Digitized by 



Google 



LafiljT, a grotefque idol in porcelain^ covered 
with a purplifh red enamel. It is two inches four 
lines high. (Fig. %i} . There are iiiflilar ones ia 
* porcelain^ and in hematites, which have been en^ 
graved in Caylu&'s Collection of Antiquities^ but il 
kas not been expbined* 

Having made thefe little aequlfitibns, ; we. fe-^ 
turned to fpend the night off Mehailet'-Abou--AU^' 
and faiW again at five o'clock in the morning of 
the 28th • We foon after caifte in fight of Rahimme:^ 
built on the weftern bank, at the entrance of the 
canal of Dtmenkvnr, which is navigable only whca 
the Nile is at it's height. - . ; 

. I ftoppeid a few hours at Fouak When the Nile 
was at liberty to -fiU the canals with it*s waters 
affifting trade and difFufing plenty, when boat? 
laden with the commodities of Europe and Afi^ 
could navigate tlie canal of Alexandria in quiet, 
. without having to dread the fury of the fea and of 
the B(^gkafSf Fouakf ftw?)ding oppofite to this canal^ 
was a conliderable and flourilhing city, and the 
Europeans had fettlements there for the purpofes 
of tnade. But thA favagte !carelefliiefe of the tyrants 
of Egypt having dried up an abundant fource of 
profperity, by fuffering .the mud to[ collect in the 
beds of the canals, fo as to obftru^i; j^vigation, 
.. .1 Pi commerce 
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commetce has been obliged to quit the fliore of 
Fotuih^ an»d carry it's implements and it's wealth to 
Roffettay where numerous dangers render it's fteps 
v^ry uncertain. Hence Fouah has greatly declined * 
from it's ancient fplendor. It's circumference is 
contra6led^ moft of it's ancient edifices are falling 
into ruins> and thofe that are ftill (landing, under- 
mined by poverty/ proclaim the near approach of a 
general decay. Nature, more potent, and at the 
fame time more generous, ftiU however fcatters her 
favours there. The fields, that furround Fouah^ 
are rich and ftrikingly fertile, and the delicious 
gardens produce fruits, greatly in requeft for their 
excellence. 

Many imagine, . that this place is the ancient 
Metelis^ which I have placed near Rofletta, conceiv- 
ing Fouah to be Naucratis, buik by the Milefians, 
the country of Athenaeus, a celebrated grammarian, 
who obferves, that in his time earthen vafes were 
fabricated there, the covers of which rcferabled 
filver. If my opinion be wrong, I fhare the error 
with the learned Pocock. 

Before Fouah the Nile leaves in the middle of it's 

courfean ifland, called Geziret el Dahab^ or Golden 

Ifland. We left this place at noon, and reached 

.^oilett^ at naidnight. 

^•: - ' I had 
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I had now followed the Nile in it's courfe, 
through an extent, which it*s numerous windings 
render upwards of fixty leagues. The river at this 
time was confined within it's channel, to which it 
had retired. It's banks were low, where they were 
fondy; but high and ftcep, where they were of 
clayey earth. The latter occupied the greater 
part of this fpace. They are compofed of a blackifh 
cfay, firm, folid, and feparating in perpendicular 
flakes, like calcareous Hones. It s colour is the 
fame as that of the Egyptian pebbles externally. 

A report had been fpread at Roflctta, that we 
were maflacred by the Arabs. My return removed 
the anxiety which this news had given my friends; 
and they were the more inclined to credit the re- 
port, becaufe Hufleih had aflured them, that every- 
thing was to be apprehended for my fafety, as he 
liad left me in a very dangerous fituation. This 
worthy Bedouin had been feveral days at Rofetta 
and was every inftant repairing to the houfe in- 
habited by ,the French, to inquire whether there 
were any news of me. Being quickly informed of 
my arrival, he haftened to me, to fold me in bis 
arms, and mingle his frank and hearty joy with the 
congratulations of my countrymen. 
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CHAR XXXI. 

Polhical refie£llotts an the Bedouins — ^riculturt-^^ 
Com — Bread-^FetmeUflower-'^Sefamum^ or (Aly* 
gtmnr-fVtiJans — Barley — Flax-^^Indigo*^ Sugar-- 
canes — Coffee^free — French colony in . Egyp^frr^ 
OHveTtrees^^Fig-trees-^^DatS'frees — Haklezi^. 

THE journey! had juft ended had made me 
acquainted with the beft parts of the ibil of 
Egypt, and with the worft: plains covered witfa^ 
plenty, and deferts parched with perpetual drougjbti 
It bad introdviced me; likeyvife to thofe wandering 
tribes, equally rem^kable for habits diametrically 
oppofite, thofe of the chief focial virtues, and thofo 
of depredation. « 

Is the exiftenco of the Bedouins, patterns for maHj^ 
and icourges of fociety, more beneficial, or iojurir 
ous? Tbis is a queftion naturally fugg^fted, biit 
not fo ea^ to refolve. Speedy as the w^nB, thejii 
difapp^r in a moment from fpots whicb. they havQ 
haftily ravaged, and bilry thcmfelves in vaft foli- 
tudes, to which they alone are accuftomed, and 
with the topography of Which they only are ac- 
quainted. Hence they are difficult to check, and . 

flill 
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fiiH more difficult to be reftrained within bounds. 
On the othef hand, their deftrecStion, bcfide that it 
could be efFeifted but llowly, nay, may bealmoft 
iaid to be impraiEiicable, would be difadvantageou9 
to Egypt. A governor of thefe countries, AH Bey, 
of whom fo many fabulous fiories have been told, 
and who wanted nothing but a good education, 
apd^found prinqiples^ to guidehioti in fome benefit, 
cial defigns, refolved to purge his country of Qvery 
fort of robbery. In this refpedl his government was 
mentioned with praife and gratitude* This bey 
feid, what Sixtus Quintus faid. before hira, though 
he little fufpeifted a pope of haying taken the lead 
ctf him in his reiblve : *^ I would have every man 
*^ able to carry his purfe in his hand, and leave his 
^^ door open all night, without running any rilk." 
Already feveral nefts of robbers had difappeared: 
villages in habited by the pirates of the Nile were 
rafed: the communication between different places 
remained open : the roads were no longer rendered 
impaflable by robbers : and navigation had not to 
dread that pillaging, which, lince the death of All 
Bey, has rafumed it's fatal a6tivity. 

In this plan of eftablifhing public tranquillity, 
the extermination of the Bedouins was one of the 
principal fchemes. Every precaution had been de- 
▼ifed, and every mcafure taken, for the accomplifli- 
tnent of this objedl. Already feveral hordes had 

perifhed; 
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periihed ; vi Aims to the policy of their governor* 
Whole tribes had retired to a diflance in the de- 
fert,; and the people of Egypt, far from applauding 
thefe meafures for the protedlion of property, mur- 
mured aloud at the fcarcity of camels, (heep, and 
other animals, with which the Bedouins had beea 
accufiomed to fupply them in abundance, though 
frequently they carried them off agaih^ after tbpy 
had fold them. 

• Thus it leems, that the profperity of Egypt is 
connected with the prefervation of the Bedouins. 
In fa6t, they alone can traverfe with facility im- 
menfe fandy ai)d uninhabited dillrids, keep up 
prompt and habitual communicationsthrough them^ 
even take up their abode in them, and repair to the 
cultivated parts, to exchange the numerous flocks 
they feed for commodities, which are become, ne* 
ceflary to them from habit. To enlarge the num* 
ber of thefe wants, would be a policy, in my <jpi- 
nion, far preferable to that, which enjoins a detefta- 
ble annihilation : for it is extremely ddubtful, 
whether a continual ftate of warfare be a very effi- 
cacious mean of correcSling men's morals, and 
rendering them more virtuous. They whofe habits 
are moft fimple eafily become the dupes of the 
allurements prefented to them. Were the taj3:es of 
the Bedouins flattered, were new ones excited in 
tfcem, the ancient and venerable fimplicity of their 

manners^ 
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manners, unfortunately for them, would be oblite- 
rated, and replaced by a multitude of failitious wants. 
It would then become theii* intereft, to live on good 
terms with neighboui'S, from whom they would be 
certain of obtaining what was neceflary for the 
gratification of their new defires. Franknefs and 
friendfhip would prevail in their mutual inter- 
courfe : the daily bufinefs of traffic would bring 
together nations of oppofite difpofitions, foften 
down the differences between them, and /produce 
a happy intimacy. And if fome Bedouins, forget- 
ting for a moment their own interefts, fhV)uld re- 
turn to the exercife of pillage, and again allow 
themfelves, by attacking the property of others, to 
violate a fort of treaty, cemented by a reciprocation 
.of wants and fervices, the refufal of articles, vi^ith 
which they had learned not to be able to difpenfe, 
would be a punifbment, perhaps fufficiently fevere, 
but certainly preferable to extermination, a deed at 
which humanity fliudders, and of which the exe- 
crable habit feems to have been caught by man, not 
to be natural to him. 

If we turn our eyes from the vicious impreffions, 
that man has received, to an art capable of foften- 
ing them down, we (hall be convinced, that no 
part of the globe difplays fo many refources for 
promoting the profperity and fplendour of agricul- 
ture^ as the land of Egypt. The incomparable 
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fertility of it's foil invites every fpecies 6f iiafbandry, 
Thofc plants tb^t cover the fields of our northern 
climates; thofe that moderate with their verdure 
the fervid heat of the interior parts of Africa, thoib 
which are tlie boaft of India, and thofe which con-- 
liitute the wealth of our American colonies, almoft 
all grow there, or could find every requifite for their 
vegetation. 

This theatre of agriculture, too, is capable of 
great enlargement. Fruitfulnefe would eafily re- 
fume- it's fway over the fpace it formerly occupied. 
Canals badly kept in order, lakes- dried up, the 
waters of the Nile no longer difFufing themfelves 
over lands they once watered, and feveral oth^r 
caufes, the fruits of carelefltiefs and tyranny equally 
barbarous, have fufFered the fahds to encroach on 
parts once covered with vegetable mould. But thefe 
fandy flrata, fpread over a foil Which they have 
recently ufurped, are but of little depth, and would 
yield to cultivation, as foon as the waters could 
reach them. Thefe new domains of fterility are eafily 
diftinguifhable. The fand' on them has not the 
reddith and fiery appearance of the plains eternally 
devoted to drought : it has not the lame depth ; it 
is not fluctuating, and the foot that treads it feels 
the fol id earth beneath. Thefe places, which -plenty 
reclaims, are fo abundant, that we may eftimate 
their quantity, withcmt fear of being deceived, as 
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lequal to ntor a fourth of that part of Egjrjft, which 
is already in cultivation. There arc other tradia, 
on which the vegetation is fo feeble, that they can 
be confidered as little better than deferted. To 
thefe inore a6live induftry would rqliore their an- 
cient abundance. From all thefe refources, whicfa 
the foil of Egypt offers, it's hufbandry, even now 
ib intcrefting, would foon attain it's ancient fplcn- 
dour; and frefh acquilitions, adding to it new 
luftre, -would foon render it the mod flourifhing in 
the world, 

I have already mentioned fome of the ptodudions 
of Egyptian agriculture, and to complete as far as 
I can a pi6lure, which nature has enlivened with 
her moft vivid colours, I wjll enumerate fome more 
plants, which it has either adopted, or might adopt 
with advantage. 

Of all the plants, which have rendered Egypt 
celebrated for abundance, wheat ftands foremoft. 
Ronie confidered this country as her nurfe, as her 
moft certain and inexhauftible granary. It was the 
granary of Conftantinople likewife, and the refource 
of the neighbouring nations. Even now Arabia 
derives from it the means of fubfiftcncc. The 
numerous caravans which fet out from Upper Egypt 
for Coffeir, a port on the Red Sea, carry nothing 
but corn, which is tranfported to Jidda, whence it 
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is diftributed over part of Arabia, that could not 
fubfift without Egypt. 

The wheat is fown as foon as the waters of the 
Nile have retired from the land defigned for it. In 
confequence the feed-time varies with the latitude, 
and, as well as the harveft, is earlier in the upper 
parts of Egypt, than in the lower. Commonly the 
farmer takes no farther trouble than that of fcatter- 
ing the feed over the moiflened earth : but fomc- 
times he turns up flight furrovVs with a clumfy 
plough, which has neither wheels nor coulter, and 
is drawn by oxen, one man only being employed in 
driving them. The corn foon germinates in the 
mud heated by a fervid fuH ; it's vegetation is rapid; 
and in four months after it is fown it is fit to be 
reaped. The fickle is not ufed for this purpofe ; 
but the wheat is pulled up by the root, and im- 
mediately carried to large floors, fimilar to thqfe 
ufed for rice. Here being heaped up, oxen are 
made to walk about upon it, and the little waggon, 
that cuts the ftraw and feparates it from the grain, 
is drawn over it, in the fame manner as I have 
already faM rice is treated. Thefe heaps of corn a 
man turns over with a large rake, fo as to cxpofe 
different parts fucceflivcly to the action of the 
cutting wheels of the machine. This method is 
far from being fo advantageous as threfliing with a I 
flail ; but it is more expeditious, and particularly i 

Icfs ' 



Digitized by 



Google 



AND LOWER BGYPTi 225 

\tCs laborious, which are fufScient inducements 
for it's being followed by hufbandmen naturally 
iflddlent, aild rendered carelefeby abundance. 

The ears of the wheat, cut before they dre ripe, 
dried and flightly baked in an oven, arid then bruifed 
and boiled iSv'ith meat, make a common di(h in 
Lower Egypt, known by the name of/erik. I haVe 
fince eaten it iii France^ and it is an excellent 
(bup^ 

The ufeful arts cf the miller arid baker, which 
^re carried to fuch jperfedlion in Europe, are ftlU 
in a (late of rud6 infancy in Egypt. There are ^ 
neithef wiridmills nor watermills. The bread, 
which has the form of a little flat cake, is un- 
leavened : the cruft is foft : and it is very flightly 
baked, whence it is heavy, and dfficult of digeltion. 
In the cities they make a fort of loaves or cakes, 
which afe finer than the common bread, and cover- 
ed with fetartel-flower feeds^* which are procured 
from Upper Egypt, arid called iri Arabic habe JodS^ 
black feed, or habiharaki^ blefl^d feed. They give 
the bread a flight aromiatic flavour, which is not dif- 
agreeable : and they are reputed to be wholefome' 
and ftimulating to the appetite. Another fort of 
little loaves or jcakes, which are foft, and have holes 
through them, are fprinkl^ with fefamum, or oily 
♦ Nigdla fativa. Lin. 

Voj.. IL Q grain. 
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grain.* The flavour rcfembling a hafel nut, which . 
they acquire from this grain, renders them prefera- 
ble to thofe of which the cruft is covered with 
fennel-flower feed. 

Thefe two forts of cakes are confidered as delica- 
cies. The common people content themfelves with 
the heavy and llightly baked bread ; and when 
they wifli to flake their thirft with a bev^age lefe 
limple than water, they find in the llreets of thq 
cities, as in thofe of Paris, fellers of ptifans, which 
are cheap liquors, confifting of deco6lions of li- 
quorice, of raifins^ or of the friiit of the carob-tree.^ 
The deto6lion of liquorice is the deareft, becaufo 
this root is lefs common than raifins, or the Saint 
John's bread.. 

Barley is another fort of com, the culturo^ of 
which, like that of wheat, occupies a confiderdbre 
portion of land, throughout the whole extent of 
Egypt. It is ripe near a month before the wheat, 
and it's produce is equally abundant* Barley is 
the common food of horfes in Egypt, as it is in alt 
parts of the Eaft, where rye and oats arc unknown. 
Our hufbandry would gain not a little, by adopting 
this method of the oriental nations. Barley is 
much more produdtive than oats. It's roots, being 

* Sefamum indicum. Lin# 
t Ccratonia filiqua. Lin.* 
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lefs llrong and nutperous, do not exhaufl: the land 
fo much. And however prejudiced our farmers may 
be againil barley^ as food for horfes^ they cannot 
avoid being convinced of it's excellence in this re- 
fpc£ty when they confider, that, in the countries 
where thefe animals are moft eminent for their 
goodnefs and beauty, they eat no other kind of 
corn. 

Flax* has been common in Egypt from the re- 
moteft periods. It was formerly, as it is at prefent, 
a coniiderable article of cultivation and trade ; and 
it's threads were equally employed for fabricating 
the garments of a numerous people. A pretty large 
quantity Of cloth is manufadlured from it ; and the 
plant from which indigo-j" is extracted to dye it 
grows in the country likewife. This is called nlle^ 

If from thefe plants indifpenfably ncceflary t(f 
man, or of primary utility to him, we pafs to others, 
the produce of which is efteemed more valuable, 
becaufe fubfervient to the demands of opulence, we 
fhall fee plains covered with that reed, the exprefled 
juice of which affords the fweet and pleafing fait, 
that has been adopted into the ordinary diet of 

* Linum ufit€iijpmum. Lin. 

t Indigofera fpinofa^ hm.-^Indigofira houer, Forfkal, Flora 
E^pt. Arab, p. 137. 

' ^ Q 2 ^ ^ alraoft 



Digitized by 



Google 



228 TRAyELS IN UPPER 

almoft all nations. The fugar-canc*-is among the 
valuable productions of Egypt. It*s,culture might 
be improved and extended there ; and if the refi- 
neries, where it is prepared, were better managed, 
it might be rendered the bafis of a very flburiihing 
trade, from the conveniencies there are for it'spro- 
dudion and conveyance. Not that there is no 
good fugar made at Cairo ; nay, that which is ma- 
nufaftured for the Sultan, and fent to Conftanti- 
Dople for his ufe, is of a very fine quality ; but it's 
fabrication is flow, and conducted with difficulty, 
becaufc the art hais yet made little progrefs there. 
The commoq people do not w ait for the extradlion 
of the fugar, but eat the canes green, which ^ are 
fold in bundles in all the cities. The women in 
particfjlar are very fond of them ; and the confunip- 
tion of them in this way, to the total lofs of the 
fugar, is prodigious. They begin to ripen in 06lo. 
ber, but they are not gtnerally ripe till NovembeTr 
and December: The Arabic name of the fugaiJ- 
CBXit \s kaffab. 

Though Maillet was aflured, that the cultiva- 
tion of the coftee-tree had been attempted in Egypt 
in vain,+ I am convinced, that attempts better 
condu(5led would fucceed. The vicinity of Arabia, 

* Saccharum officinarum* Lin. , 

. t Dcfcription de I'Egyptc, partie 2, page 15. 
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where this fhrub prodjiices fuch fragrant berries, 
and the refemblance between the foil and climjatc 
of the two countries, will not. permit me to doubt, 
that ipany p^rts of Egypt are well fuitcd to the 
growth of the coftec-tree, and that it's berries, fu- 
perior to thofe of either India, would here difpute 
the preference with the famed coffee of Yemen. 
There is likewife every reafon to prefume, that thofe ) 
aronpatic plants, different parts of which are known 
under the appellation of fpices, would here find a 
fuitable foil and propitious fituations, fo that, mul- 
tiplying with facility, they would crown the catar 
logue of agricultural apd conimercial wealth. ' 

Indeed with what fplendour will Egypt fhine, 
when it is become a colony of France! Joined on 
one fide to Africa, on the other^ to the opulent 
country of Afia, the feas of the north and weft ap- 
pear to terminate on it's (hores; and the Indian 
ocean, after having wafhed the happy confines of 
Arabia, comes to lofe itfelf on it's fands, which are 
Separated from thofe confines only by a fhort paf- 
fage. It wifl be the centre and ftorehoufe of the 
trade of the univerfe. The ancient cradle of arts 
and fciences. will become the theatre of their 
ftrength ; and the place of their infancy will be 
that of their aftonifhing growth. To this luxuri- 
oufnefs of trade and genius the moft precious trea- 
fures of vegetation, the immutable boon of nature, 
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will give permanent luftre. Uniting the various 
produ(flion3 difperfed through our ancient colonies, 
Egypt will become thefirft of them, and the fum- 
mary of all, while it's proximity to Europe will give 
it inQalculable advantages. Humanity wiH. not 
have tears to fhed over the prefents of prolific 
nature, as in other colonies. Nature here does 
almoft everything, and it requires vbut flight eC- 
.forts on the part of man to enjoy her liberality. 

At the moment when our pofleflions in the Weft- 
Indies were a prey to difcord, ravaged and laid 
wafte ; at the moment when the enemies of France 
redoubled their efforts to deprive her of them ; at > 
the moment when neglected agriculture afforded 
nothing but uneafinefs, inftcad of produce, to the 
metropolis; it was a beautiful and vafl concep- 
' tion, to bring them near to us, if I may be allowed 
the expreffion, to convey their wealth into our own 
neighbourhood, and to remove their trade to a 
country, which no long voyage is neceffary to reach, 
and which affords refources beyond the reach of 
calculation. * 

It is faid, that the acquifition of fuch interefling 
countries is no new idea. It had entered into thei 
views of the ancient government. I remember, 
that, when I was at Cairo, a French officer, who 
pafled through it in his way to India, was employed 

• to 
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to CdlleA information refpcdling the means that 
v^ould tend to facilitate the conqueft of Egypt. To 
dbtein this information he applied tp the Conful, 
who had never feen any thing but the road froni 
Alexandria to Cairo, and who, like the French 
merchants, had ncvpr ftepped beyond the limits of 
the quarter to which they were confined. A me* 
moir, however, was drawn up and tranfmitted to 
Verfailles, where, according to cuftom, it was bu- 
ried with fo many others in the office^. 

It was referved for the Governnient of the French 
Republic, to execute in an inftant, \yhat others 
deemed a prodigy, to have conceived and fi^ffered 
to ripen flowly. Immortal glory and gratitude to 
him, whofe genius formed a defigti fo daring and 
fublinie, whqfe heroifm carried it into execution, 
and whofe valour guarantees the permanent poflef- 
fion of the ricbeft and moft extenfive trade in the 
univerfe. 

Various kinds of fruit-trees fliadow this land of 

' delight.^ To thefe many more mayte added with 

fuccefs ; others, nearly abandoned by that carelefs 

apathy with which flavery is accompanied, will be 

cultivated with more ardour, and to greater ex- 

* The ancients entertained the fame idea of Egypt, 
Delicias nfideamy NiU jocofe^ tuas, 

Ovid. Trift. lib. K cleg. 2. 
Q 4 ^ tent. 
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tent. Such is tbe pHve tree*, which was aJws^ys 
very fcarce in Egypt, but might be pfropagate4 
there in greater a^bundaqce. Fprtperly this treo 
grew only in th? Heracleotjc Nome, that ip to ffiy, 
ngaf the lake Moeris, apd in th^ gardens about 
Alexandria-j- : apd at prefent.it is* fcarcely to be 
feen except in the f^me di(lri<S|, and a few other 
partS'Of tpwer Egypt, in ajl >^hiph places, however, 
it is rare. It grows bigger here than \n Elurppc, 
and it's fruit is larger and more fleftiy. Were it . 
rendered more plentiful, it Vould be a frefh addir 
tipn 1:0 the trade of Egypt, alrpacjy immenfe. The 
oil made in this cpuntry formerly was of gpod 
quality, when due precautipqs were employed in, 
^be procefs ; but if thefe werp pegledted, the iame 
oil acquired a ftrong fmell. J Frpm b^ing badly 
managed the olive oil of tbe Levant in general is 
far fromgood^ and fit pnly to be ufed in manufacr. 
tories. 
• . 

The fig trees^ afford abundance of their fweet, 
pqlpy fruits, xnoft qf which are exquifitely fla- 
youred : they differ, however, in quality ; but this 
is owing to the fituation of the placps where 

* Olea E^ropaa. Lin. 
t Strabo. Geogr. lib, 22. 

X See the excellent tranflation of Herodotus into Frqnoh, 
by Citiz^en Larcher, book'2, § 57, note 201 of the tranilator. 
%ficus earica, Lin, 

they 
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they grow, rather than to any differencfe in the 
fpecics. 

Among the trees of Egypt there is no one more 
general than the date tree.* This is found every 
where, in the Thebais and in the Delta, on the 
fands as well as in the cultivated diflridls/ Though 
it requires fcarccly any attention, it is very profit- 
able, bccaufe there is a very great demand for it's 
fruit. This is not all equal in quality ; that which 
is produced by the palms in the neighbourhood of 
Rofletta is delicious, and boats are laden with it, 
to be fent to Cairo. The branch is cut off with 
the dates upon'it, before they are thoroughly ripe, 
and thruft into balkets made for the purpofc, which 
have no other aperture than a hole, through which 
the fpreadipg extremity of the branch proje6ls. 
The dates, thus packed up, ripen in fucceffion. 
Pates ppqnded and kneaded together are likewiie 
formed into large mafles,or folid black cakes, which 
are ufed by the caravans travelling through the de* 
fert. Pieces of thcfe diluted in water afford a rc- 
frefhing beverage, which is nutritious at the fame 
time. Thefc cakes are fo hard that they muft be 
cut with a hatchet. 

In order to climb thefe trees which have no 
branches except at the fummit, and the ftraight 



* Pbcenix daRilifera. Lin* 
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ittid flender ftem of which i$ unable to fuftain a lad- 
der; the Egyptians ufe a girth, which they tie to 
a rope that pafles round the tree. They fit upon 
this girth, fo as to ftrain it tight, then keeping 
their feet fixed againft the ,tree, and holding the 
rope in both hands, they force the noofe upwards, 
till it reaches one of the notches, which are ranged 
Symmetrically round thcfiiem, being formed at the 
origin of the leafy branches that are cut eyery year. 
It is by means of thefe fqcceffive jerk?, that the 
Egyptians reach the fummit of the date-trees, 
where, liill fitting, they work at their eafe, either 
jrt cutting off the leaves, or gathering the branches 
of fruit ; and then they defcend in'thefame man- 
ner. • 

The dates are not the pnly ufeful produ(5lion of 
this fpecies of palm-tree. From it's bark, it*s leafy 
branches, and the bark of t|ic branches of fruit, 
by hard beating filamefats are obtained, from which 
are fabricated both ropes and fails for boats. The 
leaves are employed likewift for manufadluring 
bafkets and other articles. The very long rib of 
the branches is called in Arabic dfgerid. Light, 
and at the fame time folid, it is lifed by the Ma- 
melucs and Arabs, in their military exercifes, as a 
javeline, which they dart at each other while gal- 
loping at full Ipeed. 

During 
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During this vifit to Rofletta, I met with a con- 
fiderable quantity of fruit pretty much refembling 
the American earth-nut,* but of a more agreeable 
flavour. The plant that produces it is a fpecies of 
cyperus-f*. Ijt is pulled up in the beginning of 
November, and the fleflby tubercles, of the fize of 
a. hazel nut, are feparated from it's flender roots. 
The Arabic name of thefe tubercles, or fruits, is 
hahlezifsy which iigniiies feed pleafing to the palate. 
In faA they have a fweet tafte, which renders them 
agreeable eating. This cyperus is cultivated in the 
environs of Rofletta, and the little tubercles are 
-fent to Conftantinople, and other places in the 
Levant, where they are much efteemed. The 
Egyptians exprefs a milk from them, which they 
deem peroral and edulcorant; and they give them 
to nurfes to eat, to increafe the quantity of their 
milk. 

Two Turkifh veflels from Conftantinople, ar- 
riving in the harbour of Alexandria, occafioned 
great uneafinefs to the Europeans, who knew that 
the plague, which had not ravaged Egypt for more 
than twelve years, raged violently in the capital of 

f Arachis hypogaa. Lin. 

+ Cyperus efculentus. Lin. — Forfkal, Flora, Egypt. Arab. 
p. XL. ** The fingular plants, fays Granger, (Voyage en - 

^' Egypte, page 240) are : The abelafis, which 

^* refembles ^tjifyrinchium^ and has the flavour of a chefnut." 

the 
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the Ottoman empire. The French at Rofletta 
were preparing to (hut themfelves up, which would 
have laid me under great reftraint ; bat.fome news 
of a different kind arrived from Cairo, to extricate 
me from this difficulty : we were informed that 
Mourat Bey and Ibrahim, aided by an Arabic Prince, 
bad re-entered Cairo, after having defeated their 
enemy Ifmael Bey, and compeUed him to flee 
into Syria. Upper Egypt being no longer covered 
with ferocious and undilciplincd troops, the roads 
became lefs dangerous, and 1 haftened to avail 
myfelf of a period of tranquillity; which is a very 
rare occurrence in thefe countries. 
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CHAP. XXXII, 

Grehe — Ravens^^Ruins and fragments of antiquity 
^^-TerranaT-Various fjhes of the Nik — Arrival 
at Cairo. 

fTT^HE very day of my departure for Cairo, I 
JL (hot, on the hill, hear Rofletta, a bird hav- 
ing much affinity to the little grebe, or didapper.* 
In Egypt it is called far'ha\ reheit (water-hen). 
It's length is ten inches and half: that of the bill, 
thirteen lines ; that of the wing$, four inches nine 
lines ; arid that of the leg, from the foot to the 
knee, eighteen lines. 

In figure, it refembl^d th? grebes. The head 
fmall in proportion to the body ;»the bill pointed, 
almoft ftraight, with only a very flight curve down- 
ward ; the upper mandible a little longer than the 
lower ; the noftrils a long oval, and placed in the 
bottom of a large groove, occupying half the length 
of the bill ; the wings ihort ; no tail ; the legs 
flattened on the fides, and covered with fcal^, 

♦ Caftagncux. Buffbn, Hift. Nat dcs Oif. ct pi. enlunit 
No. ^Ob.'^Colymbus minor. Lin. 

t The b muft b,e pronouoced as a ftrong afplration. 

forming 



Digitized by 



Google 



238 THAVEtS IN UPP^B 

forming a double ferrated line on the hinder part ^^ 
the three toes forward fumifhed with a web, divided 
halfway, and fcallopped; the web of the hind toe 
rounded on each fide: the claws broad, flat, and^ 
much refembling a man's nails, tbat of the middle 
toe almoft as broad as long, the others much nar- 
rower : the tongue thick at the root, as broad, 
and almoft as long as the bill. 

It is nearly of the fame colour as the didappcr, 
the difference obfervable being the efFe6l of cli- 
mate. The little grebe, being a winter bird in our 
northern climates, muft have undergone feme al* 
teration in the colour of it's plumage, when be- 
coming the inhabitant of a very hot country. ' 

In this Egyptian bird the upper part of the head 
and the whole of the neck are of a blackifh brown. 
The feathers covering tbe upper part of the body 
were ofitheiame" colour, only terminated by a red- 
difh border* The throat and inferior part of the 
neck underneath are of a bright fallow, growing 
lighter ^ it came to the breaft^ which, as well as 
the belly, is of a filyery white. The lower part of 
the belly is gray. Th^ fides are» variegated, black- 
ifh, reddifh, and white. The upper wing coverts, 
and firft and laft quill feathers are blackifli ; the 
reft of the quill feathers, white. The bill is blackifli, 
except >t the bafe of the lower mandible, wher^ it 

is 
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is reddifti. The legs, toes, webs, and claws, are 
of a blackilh green ^ the webs edged with a deeper 
colour. 

At this feafon, in the month of February, a fevv 
fmall flocks of ravens* appear in the neighbour- 
hood of Rpfletta, which are not feen there at any 
other time. They mix freely wfth the flocks of 
crows, remaining on the ground with them round 
ijqh^bited places. 

As I was afcending the hill, in my way to Cairo, 
I flopped at lagnoufs^ where I was told there were 
the remains of an ancient city ; and a little below 
this village, atforoe diftance from the bank of the 
Nile, I faw a confiderable fpace covered with ruins. 
Pillars of granite lie on the ground, and fup^rb 
Taults of brick-work fl:ill remain entire. The peo- 
ple of the neighbourhood are continually loading 
their camels with the large and fine bricks, which 
they procure by demolifliing thefe vaults; In thefe 

* Corbeau. BufFpn, Hid. Nat. des> Oif. et Pi. cnluin» 
J^o. 459«— Corvaj cwax. Lin.— *A^e/tf. I know not whs^t bird 
Haffeiqiiiti means to defcribe {Voyage au Levant, traduit de 
TAllemand parM. ** , Paris, I769, partic 2, page 20,) by 
the naqaeof the Egyptian raven, fpotted with green, and blue 
09 the middlp of the back, (corvus argyftius ifiridi macuUutff 
dorfo medio cafuleo,) which is of the lize of a lark, b^iilds it's 
xieil on trees, and feeds on infers. 1 have never met with thia 
lingular fpecies of raven. 

barbarous 
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barbarous- fpoliations they are daily finding medal^^ 
fiatucs^ and other fragments of antiquity ; but. 
Haves to an abfurd fanaticifm, they break the fta- 
tues to pieces, becaufe, they fay, they were thp 
trorkmanfhipof the dogs^ meaning Europeans, and 
their law. prohibits all kinds of jmages and repre- 
fentations of things. I was unable to ftay long 
amid thefe ruins, the ferocious beings, who pro- 
fene them by their prefence, and the effecSts of their 
deftru6live rage, began to aflemble together, and 
I was obliged to return to the river, that I might 
be iafe from their fury. 

When I had reached my boat, fome of thefe vile 
fellahs came to offer me a few fragments of anti- 
quity, which had efcaped their propenfity of de- 
ftroying every thing. Accordingly I purcbafed 
from them : 

ift. An idol of porcelain, coated with greenifh 
enamel, reprefenting a cat fitting, three inches and 
two lines in height. (See PI XVII, jig. 1.) This 
idol was mutilated, the two hind legs of the animal 
being broken off. 

2dly, The bufl: of a woman unknown, the head* 
drefs of which is perforated, that it might be worn 
as an amulet. It is in terra cotta of a reddifli co* 
lou% without enamel. It's height is four inches 
and three lines. (Ftg. 2.) 

3dly, 
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3dly, A head of a woman, Jikewife unknown, of 
the fame reddifli earth as the preceding. (Fig* 3.)' 

4thly, Two little figures of dhildreri, ttiuflaed up 
in a lingular manner, and refting on a dolphitt. 
This piece of fculpture I imagine to have been 
placed on a fountain, or perhaps an urft. It is df 
white marble. It's length at the bafe is nine inches 
three lines, and it's height is five inches. (Fig. 4*) 

Sthly^ Ofiris holding the whip, and the crooked 
ftafF, or Egyptian fceptre. This idol is two inches 
and a half high, of porcelain, coated with a greeniflv 
gray enamel. (See PI XFIII, fig.l.) 

6thly, The head of a woman unknown, in white 
ftone, nine inches high. (Fig. 2.) 

7thlyj A head in black marble, five inches and 
a-half high. It is a Vefpafian, and perhaps was 
fculptured at the time when he was proclaimed 
emperor by the artny in Egypt. The crown is in- 
terfperfcd with flowers of the htus. Poffibly it 
reprefents Vefpafian fulfilling fome facred func- 
tion : though, when this emperor facrificed at 
Memphis to the bull Apis, according to the rites 
of the Egyptians, his brow, as ancient hiftorians 
relate, was encircled with a diadem. (See PL XIXj 

Vol. H. R ^ sthly. 
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QtWy, The htsad of a woman, tb€ cbaraiSer of 

which is not irery deteriBinate. Probably it repre- 

fenfs ArfinoSy the wife of Ptolemy Pbiladelphus. 

^ This bead is in white marbl^ lour inches high. 

The ruins ^ear lagnmfs in all probability mark 
the fitc <rf the ancient city of Taua. No traveller 
bat inentioned them, to ray knowledge. Their 
iHuation is eaiily diflinguiftiable by the tomb of a 
» Turkifli faint^ which is built iti a line with them, 
^n the (ame bank of thq Nile ; and the village of 
Ikm«b ^^ th^e wefiero baak> fac^ them. 

For want of wind we Were obliged to (lop again 
^tTerranai a place which I hav« ^ready men- 
tioned. Of this opportunity I ^vailed myfelf, to 
take a view of it, which will give an idea of the 
manner^ in which the villages of this country are 
bu*|t, (SeiPLJX) 

We met with feveral little fifhing veflels, the 
oargoes of which confided of Jchalk, iuj^ckoufs, 
Aer/^s^ iarmwths^ kSfcheriSy fchilbis^ hurts, an4 
iprats. 

Tho/da}! is a fpecies of (heat-fifh,* never y^fe 
dcfcribed. (See PL XXI, fig. 2.) It's body i* 

• ♦ Silurus. Lin. 

naked 
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flaked and flippery, tt*s head is large and broad. 
The pole is covered with a bone, which reaches to 
the firft fin of the back, on each fide of which it 
terminates in a blunt point, as if cut fquare. This 
bone has a reddifh fkin, which extends as far as 
the eye j the rell of it is tiakcd, and full of little 
points like thofe of (hagreen. The .fides of the 
head are covered with a foft thick Ikin, forming 
a border round the aperture of thd gills. The nofe 
is rounded. The upper jaw proje^ a little beyond 
the lower, and both are furniftied with teeth j thoft 
in the upper jaw being hooked, thofe in the lower 
ftraight arid very clofc. The lips are very flcftiy t 
the upper has two appendages, or cirrhi, not m.uch 
longer than the head ; the lower has ibur^ much 
ihorter, flender, and unequal. The noftrils are 
rounds bordered by a little prominent membrane^ 
and placed near the end of the* nofe. The eyes i 
are funk. 

The back Is furniflied with two fins* Of thefe 
the firft has feven rays, the anterior one broad at 
it's bafc, thick, bony, and ferrated interiorly a 
third part of it*s length* This ray has a few little 
teeth likewife toward the extremity of the exte* 
rior fide. The fecond dorfal fin is fleftiy, long, 
low, and terminates near the tail. The tail is cx«t 
tremcly forked, and it's rays have very fine tranf^ 
fcrfe grooves throughout their whole length. 

R 2 The 
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The anal fin confifts of ten rays, united b;^ ^ 
xnembrane. The ventral has only feven. The firft 
ray of the peroral fins is thick, bony, ferrated on 
the upper fide almoft to the end, and on the infe- 
rior from the middle to the extremity. The in* 
identations on the upper fide are large; on the. 
Jower, fmalL This ray is alfo longer than the reft. 

The lateral line is flraight, and marked with 
little points, diftributed throughout the whole of 
it's length. 

A browniih gray hue is diflFufcd all over this 
fiih. The fides of the head are blueiih. The end 
of the no(e, the under part of the head, the pec- 
toral fins, and the cirrhi, are tilled with red. A 
icmi-cirqle of the fame colour Ikirts the commence- 
ment of the caudal fin, and a very flight tint of 
red is perceptible alfo near the tail. 

The fifii, from which the preceding defcription 
was taken, was fourteen inches and eight lines in 
length, mdafuring from the point of the nofe to 
the extremity of the tail. It's greateft breadth was 
four inches, and it's leaff thirteen lines. The cirrhi 
of the upper lip were three inches fevtn lines 
long ; the exterior cirrhi of the lower lip, fixteen 
lines; the interior, nine lines. The firft dorial 

fin 
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fin was nineteen lines long at the bafe, and two 
inches feven lines and a-half high. The fecond 
tegan twenty-one lines from the end of the firft, 
rofe with an imperceptible curvature to the height 
of feven lines, and terminated three lines from the 
caudal fin. 

On opening this fi(h, I obferved, that the air 
bladder was formed of a thick yellow membrane, 
and had but one lobe. The ftomach was diftended 
with feeds of the fpecies of holcus called dourra^ 
fome other feeds, and a mucilage^ in which no- 
thing could, poffibly be difcriminated, and which 
.^mitted a fetid fmcll, approaching to that of bus- 
man excrement. 

A fifli deftitute of fcales, with foft flefli, and liv- 
ing at the bottom of a muddy river, muft have been 
inadmiffible into the dietetic regimen of the an* 
cient Egyptians, whofe priefts were to fcrupuloufly 
nice in profcribing every kind of food, that was in 
the leatf unwholefome. Accordingly different fper 
cies of the filurus found in the Nile were prohi* 
bited, Mr. Pauw prefumes, that he has difcov^ed 
the reafon of this prohibition. Fiflies without 
fcaJes, he feys, ufed as food, exafpeirate all the dif- 
eafes that hayc any affinity to the elephak)tialis or 
hypochondria, becaufc they render the Iilood thick, 

B.3 and 
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gnd diroinifti perfpiration,* The ancietits, bow^ 
ever, kept iheat-fifh at Bubaftos : but the fame 
Mr. P^iiw alJerts, With great appearance of proba- 
l)ility, that, being rejedted by men, they were ufed 
as food only fpr thq facred cats, which were nu» 
toerous in this city, and which, according to the 
reports of Herodotus and Diodorus Siculus, the 
Egyptians fed with fifti.-f Be this as it may, the 
/chaH at prefent is left to the loweft clafs of the 
people, and is fcarcely fit to be JPaten by any thing 
but cats* 

TThe ka/chou4 iff very different, it*s fle(h being 
delicate and firm. (Seie PI. XXI, fig, 3,) Jt is alfo 
furnifhed with fcales, and at fiift view much re* 
femblcs the pike, with which it has been con- 
founded. It» jaws, howeyerj are not equally elon- 
gated with tbofe of the pil^e ; and it's nofe is fhort 
and blunt, while that of the pike is flender and 
pointed. There is flill another difference beti;t^eea 
them, which makes a decifiye difliniftipn i the kaf^ 
choj;^ has a fin extending from the anus almofi to 
that of the tail^ while the pike has a fin in the 
feme p^rt that is very fhort at it*s bafe. 

^ Rechei^hc]? pl^ii^ofophiqttes far lee Egyptions et l^ CUnoiSa 
tome i, p. 154. 

t Ibid, tome i, p. 130. 
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It feems indifputable, that this fifli is the fame 
as the oxyrinchis of the ancient Egyptians ; a re* 

' mark made by Bellon, who likewifc miftook it for 
the pike.* This oxyriochus was vencSrated in one 
part of Egypt, while in other parts it was held in 
abomination. At prefent it is univerfally relifhed. 
Like the pike, it is a voracious fifh, and f<ieds on 
Other fifties. It has been generally remiirked^ 
though no reafon for it has ever been afligned^ 
that, while thofe quadrupeds^ which prey upon 
others, are unfit food for man, becaufe their fleih 
adquires a difgufting fmell and flavour froAi their 
habits of carnage, it is pfecifely the reverfe With 
fifties of prey, the flavour of Wbidli is more ex(itti* 

- fitc than that of any others'.'^- 

The engraving of the haJchtnU will exhibit the 
particulars of it's figure better than a long defcrip- 
tioQ« I ftiall add, that the jaWs are fiimiftied iA 
front only with little ftiarp teeth^ and that the 
feales extend almofll to the middle of the caudal 

* " The river Nile affords many other fiihes, much ccle* 
" brated, but which I Ihall not here partJculanie ; only I ftall 
** remark, that the pike is very oommon ; and though it ha» 
^< been found difficult to affign it*s ancient name, I fhall demon* 
*• ftrate, that it was Called bj the ancients ^*)T/»f-&»j.'* fiellon, 
Obfervations, liv. 2, chap. 32, p. 103. 

t The fhark is eatable, it is true, but I believe was never 
tegkoncd a food of exquifitc flavour, except^ when half putrid, 
by fome of the Dcgroei.«-»T. 

R4 fin. 
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fin. This fiifh is chiefly of a blueifh gray : the blue 
tint, which is^ pretty ftrong along the back, grow-: 
ing lighter on the fides, ^nd vanifhing in a whitifh 
gray on the belly. The nofe is red ; and the bead 
is befprinkled with little bluiih dots* 

.The kafchouS is pretty common in the Nile ; but 
15 moft frequently caught fome way up the Tiveiv 
dnd is one of the moft plentiful forts of fifli brought 
to the iparkets of Cairo^ 

At firft view it appears to be of the number bf 
thofe filhes of the Nile, o( which Linnaeus has 
made a feparate genus, under the name of mor^ 
tnyrus. We might be tempted to cbnfider it par- 
ticularly the fame fpecies as the r^A/W,* which 
this naturalift has defcribed from Hairelquitz.*|- If^ 
however, . the reader compare the figure of the 
kqfchouS with the defcription of the cafchive of Haf- 
felquitz, .he will be convinced, that they are not 
merely different fpecies, but belong to different 
genera, and that the former has ebaradlers diftip- 
gijiftiing it from all the mormyjru 

* Morn^'Us angu'dhndes^ operfulis mllis : finn4 cqudali lifidd^ 
obtnfd* — Mormyrus cafchive, rofiro tuhulo/o, pinnd dorfmli Ungitudi" 
naliy caudd bifurcd, Arted. Gen. Pifcjium, p^g. 632.— ^Paul 
Lucas has given a very bad figure of a hafchaut. (Voyages, 
tome iii, page 197). He juftly adds, that it is one of the bd| 
fi&es in the Nile. I 

t Voyage au Levant 

Th5 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 




JUbl^Kid by I.St»ckdal» 






-• ^C..' 



.C-. and t'iC ■ ••. rt 



-.11 arc :c-^^, K: .. .: 



ii' 1..1. :^-ea:c:. 



•: n. *lph .^'•T': : . ;;. 



^'?7 Jo;.- ;.cgc:'?er ^ and thoiccf -^ xovc^ y:-. •. c 

^.^^' ' ^v 6i^d of lii!^ '-;C-: ' K '\^.-' . ,«: I'..:'. t> 

a -Led and frrooih^ t';c relt -'/^.c -; ■:'■: ?> r-M- .! 

* * - . V ♦ ^ ' 



Digitized by 



Google 



;5»f;^ 








■X 



..,•/.,.■. 



Digitized by 



Google 



AND LOW£R EGYPT. 24$ 

The kaJchmU is not the only fifh approaching to 
^is new genus. The firft figure in Plate XXII 
reprefents another inhabitant of the Nile, which- 
kas a ftill greater refemblance to the mormyri^ par- 
ticularly to that fpecies which Linnseus has named 
cyprinoides.* But' there are differences between 
thefe alfo, which will not allow us to confound 
them, as will readily appear from comparing Lin- 
nsBus's defcription of the cyprmdides with the figure 
of the ^^jjy?, and the particulars that I (hall give. 

It's name of herfS^ an Arabic word fignifying a 
weafel^ is derived from the (hape of it's head and 
Bofe, which are long, and not unlike the fharp nofe 
of the weafel. The lips are thick and round, and 
the mouth is fmall. j£ach of the jaws is furniflied 
with teeth, which are ftraight, oblong, and not 
very clofe together ; and thofe of the lower jaw are 
larger than thofe of the upper. The eyes arc round 
and fmall. The nofirils are double, and placed 
near the end of the nofe. The ikin of the head is 
naked and fmooth ; the reft of the body is covered 
with very fmall fcales. The lateral line is ftrongly 
marked, ftraight, and divides the body into two 
nearly equal parts throughout it's whole length, 
^e upper part being the fmaller of the two, 

* Mmjtyrus <yfrinfndes apercuUs nullis; ptnnd eaudali hifidi^ 
tictttdL'^M^nnyrus cyfrinoidesy C0tttda bijid&y acutd* Arted« Gen. 
Pifcittin, pag« 632« 

The 
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The pcftoral fins Have ten rays; the dorial fin 
has twenty-four ; the anal, thirty-eight ; and the 
ventral, fix. The other particulars of it's figure 
are fo well expreflied in the plate, that it is unne- 
Gefilary to mention thcm« 

The top and upper half of the fides of the head 
are ofa Ihiningblackilh colour, with little gray 
ipots not very confpicuous : the reft of the head is 
blue, tjnged with red, and fpeckJed with black. 
The eyes are of blueifh gray. The back is blackifh. 
This fort of dubious coloui- grows lighter on the 
fides of the body, and becomes gray toward the 
belly, with dulkier tints in fome places. The pec- 
, toral fins are gray : the ventral are the fame at the 
bafe, and blackifti at the extremity. All the other 
fins are of the latter obfcure colour. 

The her/^ never grows very large. The whole 
length of that from which my figure and defcrip- 
tion were taken did not exceed fix inches and a 
half; and though fcveral individuals of the fpecics 
attain greater dimenfions, none are much larger. 
It has a triangular heart, a gall-bladder, the intef- 
tinal tube but little convoluted, with alongappcn- 
dicule a little below the fiomach, and a very large 
air-bladder of a fil very hue. 
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If the reader caft his eye on the fecond figure 
in the fame plate (XXIIj, he will perceive a filb 
of the fame genus as th*e fchall defcribed above, a 
Jilurus. The Egyptians give it the Arabic name 
ofiarmauth. It is one of the mod common fifh of 
the Nile, and at the fame time of the word for 
eatings Like the fchall^ it poflefles neither firm* 
nefs nor flavour,, and is ufed for food only by 
the poon It's greateft length (carcely exceeds 
two feet. The mufcles of it's tail have great 
ftrength ; and perhaps there is no fifli more tena- 
cious of life. I have feen one, which had been a 
whole day out of water, and had received feveral 
blows with a hammer upon the head, yet was full 
of life and vigour. When cut in two, both parts 
of it's body, though feparate, retained the power 
of motion, and it's oefophagus contradled, after 
having been feparated half an hour from all th<j 
furroqnding parts. 

HaflelquitE is th« firft perlbn who has noticed 
and defcribed this fpecies of filurus.* I (hall (a- 

* Voyages au Levant, . trad, part ii. page 50. Silurus car^ 
fHUthy niloticttS^-^Silurus anguiUaris pinna dor/alt unicd^ radiis 7O. 
cirrhi 8. Lin. — Artec!. Gtn, Fife. Append, page 565. Noie^^lX. 
appears to me, that this 6(h has been crroneoufly confounded 
io the fynonimes with another filurus of the Ganges and Oron- 
tes, defcribed by Gronovius (Zooph. No. 32^2, tab. 8, fig. 
i, 4). under the appellation of clarlas, Thefc two^ fiihes hate 
fuch obvious difFerei^ces» that it would be difficult to bring 
Hkcrn together into one fpecies. 

tisfy 
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tkfy myfelf with mentioning thofccharadlers which 
wre not pointed put by the engraving, namely, the 
ihape 6( fome parts that arb lefs confpicuous, and 
thecoIours^Witti whi<ih it is rather obfcured than 
cmbelliflied* . ' 

The iarmeuthj deftitnte of fcales, is covered with 
a fmooth and flippery Ikin, It's eyes are round 
and fmall, and it's lips thick. It's noilrils are double, 
atid tubulated. Under the lower jaw appears the 
commencement of a tranfverfe aperture, refem- 
Wing the mouth of a fhark, but not penetrating 
to the infidc- It's tongue is thick and flefhy ; and 
it's jaws are furniihed interiorly with a double row 
©f Httle teeth, with (harp points and edges, refem- 
Wing the teeth Of a rafp. The upper jaw has a 
third row of teeth, fimilar to the others, arranged 
JO the form of an inverted crefcent on the palate. 
The aperture of the^ills is placed rather below the 
head than on it's (ides : the bone that clofes it is 
bordered by a thick ikin, which covers it exadMy. 
The pedoral fins have ten rays,, the firft of which 
is thick and bony. I found fixty-four rays in the 
dorfal fin, twenty-two in the caudal, fix in each of 
the ventral, and fifty-four in the anal fin» Between 
the anal fin and the anus there is a pretty long 
appendioule, broad at the bafe, and terminating in 
^point. The lateral line divides the body into 
two parts, theupper of which is a little l^erthan 

the 
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the lower. It is accompanied by a line of little 
white dots^ and parallel lines of iimilar dots defcend 
from the fummit of the back to the lateral line, 
from fpace to fpaee. Others much lefs diftind, and 
lefs regular^ appear toward the head and beneath 
the lateral line. 

The ftomach is large. The liver is divided inta 
two lojjes, red and flat, between which lies the 
gall-bladder, lengthened into the fhape of a pear« 
The inteftinal tube is but little convoluted, and 
flill lefs finuQUS. The roe of the male is oblongs 
comprefled, and reddifh. 

The upper part of the head is of a deepgreenifii 
colour. The part of the body that is above the la- 
teral line is variegated or marbled with blackiih 
and gray ; the former tint predominating, and botb 
growing lighter on the lower part of the body* 
The belly and lower jaw are of a reddilh gray. 
The cirrhi are blackifh, except at the bafe, which 
is red. The iris of the eye is yellow, and the pupil 
black. The pedoral fins are blackiih above, and 
divided tranfverfely by a broad red band : below 
they are of a reddifli gray at the bafe, red in the 
middle, and blackifli at the extremity. Both the 
dorfal and caudal fins are gray tinged with black ; 
and the latter have a little red about the middle. 
The anal and ventral fins are reddilh near the place 

of 
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of their insertion, and gray tinted with black in the 
semaining part. The appendicule near the anal 
fin is reddiihj and of a bright red at the extre* 
mity* 

The Swcdifli naturalift Haflelquitz is the firft 
likewife, who has deibribed a fort of perch of the 
Nile, called in Egypt keJch£rSJ^ It is another of 
ttie fi(h, too, that may be found very badly figured 
sn.Paul Lucas's Travels -f* under the name of iw- 
noh^ which is given it by Europeans.;;^ Gmelio 
alfo has given a delineation of it \^ but there is no 
one extant equal in accuracy to that of Plate XXIl^ 
fig.Z. 

There is every reaibn to prefume, that this fi(h 
is the fame with that called by the ancient Greeka 
iy/^Mi held facred in the Egyptian nome of Latt^po^ 
hs, the people of which fcrupuloufly abfiaihed frcHzi 
eating it Mr. Pauw feems to make a diftin^lioa 
between the kefchSri and the varioh of the Euro- 

♦ Ptrca NHotiiSy ArObis kefchr, GaUis vafiole. Voyage* ftu 
L«irant, trad, part ii. page bO.-^Peyca Ntkiica, Lin. Percm 
Niktica^ maxilla infnicrc kngiare : lamina Jieferiere operadi ante^ 
fius actdeata. Artcdi Gen. Pifc. page 333. * 

t Voyages, tome iii. page 197* 

X Ibidem. 

S Itin. 3, page 544, tab. 2h^ %. 5. 

peans^ 
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peans:* they are the fatne fiflh, however, under 
two different names, arifing from the diverfity of 
language. From this miftake the author is led to 
fuppofc, that the kefchSrS is the fidi called by the 
Greeks o;cyr/WAia, which was equally facred in a 
part of ancient Egypt : but it has been fcen above, 
that tbie kafchouS lias much greater affinity to this 
Jharp^nn/ed fifh, as the kefcherfi comes much nearer- 
to the lotos. 

TTie Arabic word kefchSrS fignlfies a fcale of a 
jyhf and this name has been given to it, becaufe it 
is covered with a great number of fcales, extending 
^ almoft to the extremity of the caudal fin. It is 
one of the beft fifties in the Nile^ as well as one of 
the largeft. It grows as large as the tunny ; and, 
according to Paul Lucas, it was fometimes to be 
found of the weight of three hundred pounds. All 
that I ever faw were far from having attained thefe 
dimenfions; and they were certainly more deli- 
cate eating than the large ones, necefJarily more 
hard and indigeftible, and perhaps unwholefome r 
and as the fifhes of this enormous fi«e are foutid 
high up the Nile, it is poffible, that this was the 
reafon why eating them was prohibited at Latopo- 
lis, which was above Thebes, and near the twenty- 
fifth degree of latitude. 

* Recberches Philofophiques fur l^s Egyptiens & Ic Chinois, 
tome i» page ISS* 

This 
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This fifli too IS extremely voracious, devouring^ 
many other Ipecies^ of which it thtls thins the Nile> 
end is one of the principal chafes of the finalt 
number of fifties found in this river in proportioa 
to it's fize, and the extent of it's courfe. 

The ke/cMrS, when df fmall fi^e, which is mod 
common in the northern part of thp Nile, is diftin* 
guiftied by a peculiar name, that of kemmdr. This, 
for I never had an opportunity of feeing' any of the 
very large ones, has the interior part of the jaws 
furniftied with very fine teeth, fo clofe and fmall, 
that they make no other impreffion on the finger 
than that of a fine file* 

A third ipecies of fi(h, among the number of thole 
for the knowledge of which we are indebted to 
Haflelquitz, is the /chilly, which is pretty common 
in the Nile, deftitute of fcales, and of the genus 
jUurus* It is not fuch bad eating, however, as 
thofe which I have already mentioned. {S^e Plate 
XXIILfig. 1.) I have nothing to add to Lin*- 
nsBUs's.defcription, taken from Haflelquitz, and the 
figure which I have given, except that the upper 
jaw of the Jchilby has two rows of little, fharp, 
Jiooked teeth ; that the lower jaw has but one row 

« 

* Murus fchilbc Nikiicus. Haflelquitz, Voyages, part. \w 
f9%tbO.^^Silurus mxftus^ Vm.'-^Silurus myftus^ pimd Jorfali unic4f 
radiisfixy ciniis orto. Artcd. Gen. Pifc, Append, page 663. 
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bf thefe recurved teeth ; that it is all over of a 
pretty uniform blackifli gray colour, deeper above 
• the lateral line than below, with a few tinges of 
red on the n^fe, afl^ at the bafes of the peroral, 
anal, and caudallflfc and laltly3 that the iris of 
the eye is^ of a golHR coloun 

The bouri^ though caught in the river Nile, is 
notwithftanding a fait- water fiih. From the coafts 
of the Mediterranean it afcends a confiderable way 
up the Nilcj for it is found even higher than 
Cairo. This fifh is the mullet,* from. the female 
roe of which hotargo is made ; and is too well 
known to require any particular defqription here* 
I have given a reprefentatiori of a fi(h of this fpe- 
cics, however, in Flate XXIIL fig. 2* Though 
this fifh is not firm, it is pretty good eating. Thofe 
that I have feen in Egypt were not above teii 
inches long. 

Another falt-water filb, as generally known ad 
the mullet, quits, in like manner, the Mediterra* 

* Mugil cephahs, Xaxx. — Mugil c^alus^ plnni dmfali unleriore- 
quinque radiatd. Arted. Gen. Pifc. page 22^. On this 1 (hall 
obferve, that the number of five rays, which Artedi, as well ad 
Linnaeus and Haffelquitz, has given to the firll dorfal fin of th6 
mullet, is not the Tame as I Found on all tht fpccies that I faw* 
Like Gronovius and Brunnifch J^^cmhd only four rays in this fill 4 

Vol. IL S ^ jieaa 
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nean to afcend the Nile. The fprat,* which haa 
the fame name in Egypt as it has in France,*!^ is 
caught all the way from the mouth of the Nile as 
far up as Cairo. The fi(herm|« we Aet with had 
greater plenty of fprats, thafln any other kind 
of fi(h. Almoft all that I bought were ten inches 
long> and three inches round. Thefe dimenfions, 
fo much beyond thofe of the fprats caught on the 
French coaft, which fcarcely exceed four inches in 
length, no doubt induced Haflelquitz,^ to con- 
fidcr the fprat of the coafts of Egypt and the Nile 
rather as a fliad. However, though thefe two 
fifties are of the fame genus, they have fome fpe- 
cific chara6lers,by which they may bediftinguifhed; 
and all thofe of the fprat are perfeilly applicable to 
the fifti of the Nile, as may be judged from;/?^. 3. 
o/P/. XXIIL of this work. 

Be this as it may, the fardtne of the Egyptians 
is covered with pretty large fcales, of a fine azure 
bluCj on the Upper part of the body, and (hining 
with a filvery luftre on tlie lower parts. The head 

* ClupeafprattuSn L,in, ^^Clupea quadriuncialisi niaxilld Infer tort 
tongiorey ventre acutij/imo, Artcd. Gen. Pifc. page S^.'-^Clupcd 
alo/a, Haffelq. Voyages au Levant, trad, part H. page 53. 

. t Sardine, The Arabs of Yemen alfo give the name oi far* 
dirm to, a fifti of the fame genus, which frequents the Red Sea in 
ihoals, and which Forlkal has defcfibedby the name oiclupea 
ialama. ^ Defcript. Animal. Egypt. Arab, page 1% 

X In the place quoted above* 
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IS variegated with different colours, and the belly 
is white. The jaws are without t^eth. The fifli 
is not very firm, and the prodigious number, of 
little bones/ with which it abounds, renders it un* 
pleafant to eat* rflaflelquitz fays, that the- Egyp- 
tians fluff it with marjoram, and fry it when it 
is nearly putrid : but during the whole of my jddr- 
ney, I never faw it drefled in this manner. 

While I was bufy in examining thefe different 
fpecies of the fifhes of Egypt, a favourable wind 
filled the fails of my veffel, fo that it divided thd 
ftream of the river with rapidity. Prefdntly a fbreft 
of mafts with high yards gave me liotice that I was 
iapproaching the harbour of Cairo, which is always 
full of velTels. I Went aftiore at Boulac^ a pleafant 
town, built on the eaftern fide of the harbour, and 
hired' fome afles^ to carry m« and my companions 
to Cairo, which is but half a league diflant. , The 
Iroad that leads to this place appears to be itfelf 
a ftreet of it ; the crowd and the buttle \ye meet 
with in it indicate the approach to a populous 
and trading city. I arrived at the retired quarter, 
which is occiupied by the French, and I refumed 
Imy lodging in the houfe that had been left by the 
iFrcnch coafuL 



S2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXIIL 

City of Cair(y^It s Inhabitants — Europeans fettled 

• there — Ifs ftuation — Ifs government — Summary 

view of the revolutions of Egypt fmce the time of 

jiuguftuS'^-^MamelucS'-^Pacha of Cairo — jip^ 

^ froaching downfall of the Ottoman Empir e 
Ali Bey — Mourat Bey. 

TO fuppofe Cairo, in Arabic Mafr^ refembling 
one of our large cities in Europe, would be 
to entertain a Very erroneous idea. The houfes 
have neither the form nor elegance of ours. The 
ftreets are very narrow, unpaved, and the houfes 
that form them npt ranged in a line. The fquares, 
vaft irregular places, without any buildings that 
adorn them, without any work of art to point out 
and embellifh the centre, are moft of them im- 
menfc baflns of water during the inundation of the 
Nile, and fields^ or gardens, when the river has 
retired to it's bed. Crowds of men of various ns^- 
tions poll through the flreets, joftle one another, 
difpute the way with the borfe of the Mameluc, 
the mule of the man of the liw, the numerous ca- 
mels which fupply the place of coaches, and the 
afles, whi<3h are the pioft common beafts of ths 
•foddle. 

This 
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. This <iity, much longer than broad, covers a 
ipace of about three leagues. Turks, Mame- 
lucs, Greeks, Syrians, Arabs, Cophts, Moors, 
Jews, and Europeans, inhabit it; and it's popula* 
\ion may be eftimated at four hundred thouiand; 
ibuls. Inhabitants of another kind had likewife 
taken up their abode in the midft of this confufed 
multitude of various nations. The terraces of t&e 
houfes were covered with kites and crows, who lived 
there in perfedl fecurity, and whofe (harp fcreams 
and hoarfc croakings mingled with the tumult of 
a refdefs and noiiy populace. The difgufting vul* 
ture, the vuUur fercnopterus of naturalifts, the ak 
hohas (white father) of the Turks, the PharoaJis 
hen of the Europeans, added to this fingular and 
melancholy ibciety. Living only on reptiles and 
the produce of layftalls, this filthy bird happily 
wants courage to attack more interefting objects. 
The plaintive and amorous turtle has no more to 
fear from it's talons than .from the guns of the in- 
habitants, into whofe dwellings (he enters, giving 
them practical, but ufelefs le((bns of love and ten*, 
derneia, in the carefles apd attention of domeftia 
bappinpfs, 

The fplendour and prodigality of li^xury were 
here contrafted with the rags and nakednefs of 
want ; the exceffive opuleijce of thofe who bear 
j;ule, witb.t.be frightful poverty pf the mod nume- 

S3 rous 
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rpus claft. The riches that trade co^ferted on thcs 
intermediate clafs were buried, or carefully con- 
cealed. Men who had acquired wealtli dared not 
make u(e of it, except clandeftin^ly, left tfae^ 
ftould tempt the unbridled cpvetoufnefs of power, 
and expofc themfelves to extortions, which a banr- 
Barous government fanftions under the name of 
avaniesj and which, in fpite of all their fecrc^ ami 
caution, they cannot always efcape. 

With whateyt^r external fplendpur thefe men ii^ 
power were clothed, they were not in reality leitf 
fgnorant and favage. Though the garb was that 
of Uixviry, it was not the lefe the vcfture pf the 
jboft complete ba[rbaroufnefs ; and if this appeared 
fill more hideous and ferocious in a populace ex- 
ceedingly vile, it was only becaufe here it wad 
naked, and the eyes vere not deceived by the 
^lofs qf magnificence- At Cairo a few arts were 
pxercifed by foreigners, mechanical occupations 
were far from a ftate of perfc<Siion, and the fciences 
were abfolutely unknown. The two extremes ap- 
proached each other in more pomts than ope. The 
bey3 were equally ignorant, equally fanatic, equally 
fuperftitious, with the rude dregs of thf^ people. 
Not one pf either cpuld read or write ; the know- 
|edge pf letters and pf writing was reckoned a very 
gre^t art, and, with that of arithmetic, was con- 
fined to the merchants and people of bufinefSt On 

the 
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the other hand, the Mahometan prieft3, bewildered 
in the gloomy labyrinth of fchool'-^livinity, bufied 
tbenifelves in attempts to tmderftaQd and comment 
upon the reveries of the Koran. The fciences cul- 
tivated in the capital of Egypt went no farther,; 
and to endeavour to extend their limits would have 
been a dangerous, and ufelefs enterprife. Any 
thing beyond this would have been deemed fi 
.crime ; and knowledge would b^ve been ftifled fqr 
,ever, had not the French undertaken tP emanci- 
pate it from it's (hackles, and favour it's difplay.; 
for, according to the philofophical refledlion of 
Volney, where knowledge leads to nothing, nothing 
is done to acquire it, and . the mind remains in a 
. jftate of b?irbarifm.* 

In fa<3:, the mafe of the people in no place could 
be more barbarous than at Cairo. Foreigners, per- 
fecuted, and even ill-treated under the moft frivo- 
lous pretexts, lived there in perpetual fear. The 
French bad feyeral mercantile houfes there ; and 
occupied a fmall diftridl, (hut up by a large gate, 
which was guarded by janizaries. I fliall obferve, 
by the way, that the city was divided into~feparate 
-quarters in this manner. The Europeans called 
thcfe divifions, tht{t cnclofaves, countries ; and that 
to which the French were confined, and where 

♦ Voyages en Egypte & CO Syric. Etat pQlitiq^e dc rEgypte. 
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tbey were more than once befieged, was called /fe 
country of the Franks. Here out countrymen, rc- 
inote from all means of protection and affiftance, 
fp^nt days embittered by perpetual anxiety. If 
X' c fuccefs of their eommerciial enterprifes diffufed 
a temporary fatisfadlion among them, the profpeA 
of an aviinie perjpetaally before them foon checked 
tl ; and the funis of nioney or prefents, with which 
'they were forced to purchafe an infecure tranquil* 
lity, from the almoft daily changes among the mem* 
bers of the government, greatly diminifhed the 
* profit, which, far from immenfe on fome occafions, 
was in the end reduced to very little, in confe- 
quence of being diminiflied by a number of expen- 
iiv0 concomitants. Confined iii their country^ thefe 
inerchants, a continual prey to anxiety, and too 
often pot without caufe, were a ftriking example 
of what the defire of gain can eflfedl, being obliged 
to forego their own habits, and aflume the oriental 
garb. Woe to the European, who fhould venture 
to (hew himfelf in the ftreet in the drefs of his own 
country ! he would infallibly have been knocked 
on the head, or torn to pieces. 

But to wear the long garments ufed in the Eaft 
was not fufficient. It v^as neceflary that fome part 
of the drefs (hould be a diftinguifhing mark, or, to 
^eak'nK)re properly, alignai of contempt and pro-? 

fcriptioti. 
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feription. The head of the European was to be co- 
vered with the Salpackj a fort of high, hair)' cap,pe* 
culiarly affigned to the Franks. For fome time the 
more enterprifing Englifh had introduced among 
them the/efie, or head-drefs of the Drufes, which 
confilh of a large piece of ftriped iilk of various co^ 
lours^ and decorated with fringe, whidi is rolled 
round the head in the manner of a turban. ^ The 
French, however, had not ventured to follow this 
innovation, which, by giving them a greater refera- 
blance to the people of ihe Eaft, would have fofb- 
ened the mark of infemy, with which the moft fero- 
cious tyranny abafed them, and which expofed 
them to inevitable infults, ' Another indifpenfable 
care was to refrain from wearing garments of green, 
or any thing green about the drefs. To have in- 
fringed this ruJe would have been to be guilty of 
profanation, and the puni(hment of the crime would 
have been as prompt as terrible. Green was the 
favourite colour of Mahomet ; and is ftill rcferved 
cxclufively for his defcendants, and for thofe who 
* have merited a place among the number of tbJe Pro- 
phet's choiceftdifciplesby thei performance of fevc/» 
ral pilgrimages to his tomb. 

In the few excurfions which our merchants ven- 
tured to make out of their country y mounted upon 
f^^ f(^ar w» their clofe com^aion. They were 

obliged 
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obligaSd * to he attentive to the pcrfons before 
aad bohind them^ If .^.Mameluc, a prieft, or a 
•inan io office, appeared, they made way for him, 
alighted, placed tbeir right handron the breaft as a 
itoken of refpedl, and durft not purfue thdr way, 
till the rigorous and hiughl^y Muffulmjjn was gone 
l>y ; and then only to repeat the fam.$ ceremony a 
•few minutes afterwards^ If their attention were 
ofcherwife employed, fp as to rhake theift ftegje^l 
4befe degrading duties of fiavery, they t^rere re- 
minded of tbera in a crufcl way. A fet of domef- 
4ics, called cavouafi^ armed with ijout flicks fix 
feet long, and clothed in a black robe, the fleeves 
of which are tucked up under tb^ arpn^pits by 
means of a cord croffing on the back, attended 
men in power on foot, and gave the Franks notice 
of their inattention by fmart blows; One French 
merchant whom I knew at Cairo,, had )>is,leg 
broken in this manner, and another, whom I knew 
Jikewife, his neck. • ' . 

It is eafy to conceive how difagree^Ie and dari- 
gcrous a refidence at Cairo, where fatal apprehen- 
iions and alarms were.iaccfTantly fueceeding each 
other, muft be to Europeans ; and how culpable 
-jtnd difgiifttng it's monftrous governmeftit Was/ To 
'ifbreigncrs it was truly a place of defolatipn, dread, 
and danger ^ . wlieBWC JHalfel quitz, §8 Jyrvily . a$ wijt- 
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lily faid, that, if a maD were guiJty pf any crime, 
fee could not expiate it better thatD by going to 
reQde a little while at Cairo.* 

In reality, it was a ftrange "government^ with 
which Egypt was opprefled. With ariftocratic apd 
€yen republican forms, it was moft arbitrary^ moft 
defpotic, moft cruel. It confined of twenty -four 
beys, or Jangiacis; though for feveral years this 
number had not been complete. One of thefe ac- 
quired the authority of governor-general, oxjheidk 
elb^lledy that is. to fay, a tyrant without control^ 
without laws, without any rules but bis own wilL 
All of them had been Mamelacs (pages or flavesbf 
honour). Strangers to Egypt, thefe Mamelucs had 
been brought very young from Georgia, Circaflia, 
and other provinces of the Ottoman empire, where 
they were purchafed by the flave-merchants, to be 
fold at Caira There were fome alfo who were na- 
tives of Nubia, and confequently blacks; but 
thefe were very few. Thefe flaves were bought by 
the beys, who educated them in their own lioufes. 
The firft care of their mailers was to have them in- 

* In bis letter to Linnaeus, dated Cairo, September the 7tH, 
J 750, inferted in the Frepch tranflation of his Travels in the 
Levant, part ii. p. 154. 

[Mr, Bruce, after fpeaking handfomely of the French at 
Cairo, adds, tha^ he confiders them as men condemned to the 
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flru(9:ed.ra the Mahometan rqligion, and to (^^ 
perfede by circuiilcifion, the baptifm, that moft of 
them had received as Chriftians. They were taught 
likcwife to manage a horfe, and excel in all kinds 
of military exercifes. The power of the beys was 
proportionate to the number of Mamelucs that 
compofed their houfliold. All the offices of ftat^ 
were deftined for thefe Mamelucs; and their maf- 
ter's favour advanced them more or lefs rapidly to. 
the moft important pofts,andthe fummit of great- 
nefs and power. To reach this it was neceflary to 
lie a Mameluc, that is the native of a. foreign coun- 
try, for even the child of a Mameluc loft, all clain^ 
to it. . 

. This Angular government had exifted ever fince 
the conqucft of Egypt by the Ottomans j but it 
vras no longer any thing more than the (hadow of 
that of the ancient Mamelucs under Jtheir Sultans, 
whofc reign finiftied with the unfortunate Toman 
Bey, as with Mourat Bey that of the modern Ma-» ' 
mducshasjuft terminated. 

Thehiftory ofthe frequent revolutions that have 
taken place in Egypt, would fill . volumes ; but a 
brief abftra^ ofthe principal events, by which they 
have been fignalize.d, from, the time of Auguftus to 
the conqueft of the Sultan Selim, will not appear, 
out of place in the book of a traveller^ whofe ob*. 
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jciSt it is to diffuTc all the knowledge fae can re- 
ipeiiling countries which have been the fubjedls of 
•his obfervation. Thishiftorical fummary, the moft 
concife that I have read, was publiftied in the Me- 
moirs of the late Academy of Infcriptions and 
Belles-Lettres.* 

'* When the race of the Ptolemies became ex- 
^^ tindl with Cleopatra, the kingdom of Egypt was 
•^^ converted into a Roman province. , The three 
** fons of Conftantine dividing his dominions at 
" the death of their father, Egypt fell to the lot 
*' of Conftantine, the fecond of thefe fons. 

" Theodore, having reunited^ the whole of the 
** empire under his Tway, divided it again betweea 
" his two fons. Of thefe Arcadius had the eaftern 
*^ part, and confequently Egypt, which remained 
^* under the dominion of the Greek emperors till 
" the year 641, the IQth of the hcgira. 

'* In this year, Omar, the third caliph, fent 
** Amrou-Ben-el-Has to fubjecS Egypt to the n- 
** ling fceptre of the Muffulmans, which he accom- 
"plilhed by the capture of Alexandria^ after a fiegfe 
" of fourteen months. 

* Tome xxi. p. 5^9. Extrait du Memoire fur la Conquete 
it I'Egypte par Selim, premier du nom, empereur des Otto- 
mans, par M. Ttrcier, 17 Mars, 1747. 
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" Thetiynaifty of the Ommiades terminating tii 
** the year 745, the Abaflides poflefled Egypt till 
•^'the revolt of Ahmed -Ben-Toulon, whofe fucceC* 
^ fors named Toulonides, reigned only thirty- fevea 
« years, being driven from the throne by the caliphs 
« of Bagdad. 

^* Saladiti, a Curd by nation, availing himfelf of 
*^ the difcord between the Fatimites and Abaflides, 
*' took Egypt from the latter, and gave rife to the 
*' dynafly of the A'loubites. Tfte family of the 
" Abaflides, however, ftill fubfifled in Egypt under 
" thefe ufurpers ; and the title of caliph was ftiH 
*' given to one of the family, whom the fovereigns 
** permitted to enjoy the empty name without any 
*' authority. 

« Mufl^afer-toUran-Schah, thelaft of the Aibd'^ 
** bites, was abfent at the time of the death of 
*^ his father, Salah-Nuginmeddin, by whom Saint 
•• Louis had been tnadb prifotier. His mother^ 
*' Schagereddar, an able woman, by nation a Turk^ 
*' governed Egypt for fome time ; the officers df 
*' the army, gained by her liberality, putting the 
*^ fovereign authority into her hands, till her fon^a 
** return. She afterwards married a Turcoman, 
^' named Azzeddin. The Mamelucs, fufpedling 
*^ Touran-Schah of fome defigns unfavourable to 
*^ them, aflafSnated him in the fecond month of 

^ <*his 
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^^ his reign, in the year 1250, and put Azzeddin in 
'^ his place. After having reigned feven years and 
** eleven months, Azzeddin perifhed in a limilai*. 
** manner, being affaffinated by one of his wife's 
^^ eunuchs. ^ 

*^ Salah-Nuginmeddin was the inftitutor of thi^ 
** corps of Mamelucs, a term which fignifies in 
^ Arabic flaves. Compofing it entirely of Haves, 
*^ whom the Tartars brought to Cairo apd fold, 
^ ^nd almoft all of whom were Circaffians, they 
V were called indifferently either Circaffians or 
** Mamelucs. Thefe grew fo powerful^ that, ac- 
" cording to fome Arabian authors, they raifed one 
" of their own body to the throne in the year 1381. 
*^ This Mameluc was called Aboufaid-Berkouk, or 
'^^ Eddhahef-Berkouk,a name which had been given 
*^ him by his mafter to denote his courage. This 
** dynafty was the laft that reigned in Egypt : the 
** death of Toman Bey, the nineteenth of it*s fnl- 
*"^ tans, and the fubmiffion of the realm to the Ot- 
*' tomans, having put an end to the reign of the 
** MamcIUcs. 

*^ Toman Bey> being betrayed, and perceiving 
** his troops difperfed by the enemy's fire, fled in 
** diforder toToura, where he was rejoined by aboilt 
** feven thoufand Mamelucs, 
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. *^ The march of the emperor had aflforded Chat* 
" Bey an opportunity of furprizing the citadel and 
^^ city of Cairo, whence he fent a detachment ia 
" purfuit of Tomao Bey* Ahmed does not give 
*' the date of the taking of Cairo. Maillet, in hi$ 
" defcription of Egypt, fays, that Toman Bey was 
" found concealed in a marih, where the Arab$ 
*^ thought him in fafety, on a Tuefday, the 27th 
'^ of January, 1517» and hanged by order of Selim. 
*' This prince was at Chanaka in the month of Fe** 
*^ bruary, 15l6 : which is aproof of the inaccuracy 
*' of the date given by Maillet, who is equally mit- 
*' taken with regard to Toman Bey's death.'* 

The Mamelucs were Simulated by the ambition 
of attaining the fupreme power. They neglected 
nothing to pleafe their matters, and obtain froni 

' them p^fts, which were the firft ftep in the ladder 
of preferment. They who had merited any favours, 
which mod commonly depended on criminal car 
price, thought themfelves happy. The progreis. 
of their fortune was rapid, and they foon attained a 
place in the fmall circle of thofe who were the 
heads of the government. When they had reached 
this height, they exerted themfelves to procure par- 
tifans, to acquire or rather extort wealth, increafe 
their military houihold, and gain the fummit of 

• abfolute power, the place of Sheick-el-Belkd. On 
tbefe occafions all thcfecret artifices of intrigue,. 
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perfidy, and treachery, were employed. Beys bftve 
been known, who, after having fecured a powerful 
party by all the means of corruption, have gone to 
the houfe of the governor-general, with every ex-, 
ternal appearaifce of friendfliip and refpeil, con-, 
verfed with him cooly, and during their vifit have 
tabbed him on his fofa, in the midft of his guards^ 
who, without fhewing the leaft defire of defending 
bim, or avenging his murder, J>ave kifled the hand 
of the aflaffin, and proclaimed him fovereign. The 
example of their predecellbrs did not check thef^ 
beys in their ambitious fteps; though a fimilarfatfi, 
awaited them,and in a few months after their ufurpa*» 
tion they were either expelled, or afTaliinated ia 
their turn. 

. It is natural to fuppofe, that, in thefe frequent 
convulfions of the government, the people were, 
always fufferers. The Mamelacs confidered them.- 
only as inftrumenjs to fecond their covetoufn^fe 
and ambition, and raife them into power. In the 
eyes of thefe ferocious beings commerce was no- 
thing biit a mine of wealth, from which they drevr 
at pleafure, without difcretion and without judg- 
ment, the treafures that they employed for the ac- 
quifition .of power and repute. The beys harailed 
with their demands, the feveral governors difperfed 
throughout all parts of Egypt ; and thefe in turft 
Vol.. JI. T ravaged 
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ravaged the country by their partial exa6ti(mr/ 
Agriculture, tortured and lacerated by continual 
wounds, thus came to feed at Cairo paffion and 
fury, and the earth, nearly abandoned, was fre- 
quently reduced to lament it's own fertility. 

But thefe fame people of Egypt, debafed and crtiel- 
ly harafled by what pretended to be a government, 
remained neuter and mdifferent amid the mod ter- 
rible commotions ; never taking part in the quarrels 
6f the beys, and the wars that were continually 
breaking out among them. The ftrccts of Cairc> 
were frequently the theatre of bitter and bloody 
contefls between rival beys and their partifans : 
yet the tradefman did not quit his; (hop, which he 
did not even (hut; and the mechanic worked cooly 
jit his door, without giving himfelf any concern 
about the combatants, or caring for which fide 
vitSlory declared. The inhabitants of Cairo, certain 
of experiencing the fame vexations, whoever might 
be the conqueror, confidered it as a matter of in- 
difference what name be bore, and teftifieii neither 
joy at the vi<5tory nor regret at the defeat of one of 
their rulers. Thefe, certain on their part that the 
people would remain unconcerned and indifferent 
in the affair, never moleftcd them when matters 
^mc to fuch a crifis, but referved all their fury for 
their adverfarie&. 

Thefe 
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Thefe diflenfions, inceflantly renewed, were fo- 
mented by an envoy from the Ottoman Porte, by a 
pacha whom it kept at Cairo, as a fhadow of it's 
ancient authority, as an officer who confented to 
the degradation of his own dignity, and whofe 
functions were confined, to receiving and tranf- 
mitting the Grand Seignior's tribute, when his 
vaflals thought proper to pay it, and fowing dif- 
cord and'chcrifliing confufion among the beys, that 
an union among them might not entirely take from 
the Sultan this phantom of dominion over Egypt. 

This difhonourable miffion was likcwife a fort of 
exile for the viziers and pachas on whom it was con- 
ferred. When the Sheick-el Belled was difpleafed 
with the governor, he difpatched a meflengcr to him, * 
clothed in a long black robe, who entered the 
pacha's apartment, and, withotit faying any thing, 
turned the carpet of his divan, or the placeraifed 
above the floor on which the cufhions ufed for 
fitting upon in the oriental flifhion are laid. This 
was a fignal,or tacit order, informing the reprefenta- 
tive of the Sublime Porte, that he was difmifled 
and muft immediately quit the caftle. It was ufe- 
lefs for him to difpute an order he wanted ftrength 
to oppofe* The number of Turks he had with him . 
was too fmall ; and the Ottoman troops,* which are 
far from formidable in Egypt, have Mamelucs. for 
their commanders. Accordingly the pacha never 
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xng4e the Icaft hefitation, bjit modcftly left the 
caftle, at the iligbteft intimation of the will of thofc 
whom he was appointed to command. The bey 
governor then declared himfelf cdt'macan^ or lieu- 
lenapt of the pacha ; gave notice to the Porte of 
the change that had taken place; and the cabinet 
of Conftantinople fent without any demur another 
officer, deftined to the fame humiliation, while he 
who ba4 been arbitrarily depofed remained negleft-' 
ed in bis difgrace. 

Sometimes the beys did not content themfelves 
with difmiffing the pacha, but Ilripped him of hia 
wealth, and dragged him to prifon. In this man- 
pcTy while I was in Egypt, in 1778, Mourat Bey^ 
on his re-entering Cairo, treated Mahomet Vizier, 
a mild and refpe(?table man, but who had been fo 
ipconfiderate, as to fide with Ifmael Bey againft 
Mourat. 

Though the authority which the Porte prefervecf 
the appearance of excrcifing over Egypt was chi^- 
mcrical, Jt was offenlive to the real defpots of this 
country. The femblance of dependency difpleafed 
them, and they aimed at feating themf^lves in the 
throne of the fultans. This had been the favourite 
projecSl of, the weak and ambitious Ali Bey :. and 
Mourat Bey, notwithftanding the vain expedition 
undertaken in the fummer of 17 86 -by the famou?. 

captain- 
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O^ptain-pacha Huffen/ had begun to carry it inlA 
execution, by depriving tK'e government of Coii* 
ftantinople of every fort of influence. 

Such however was the childifh and degrading 
power which the Ottoman Porte pretended to pre* 
ierve in Egypt, and which even now feems to excitfe 
it's regret, fo far as to have induced it to abandon 
it's moft ancient allies, and throw itfelf into the 
arms of it's natural enemies. It will not perceivfe 
it's error, till it is too late. The deftrudlion of it'* 
empire, a monftrous colofllis of defpotifm and 
anarchy, is not far diftant. It's approching fall will 
roufe the Turks from their ftupidity ; and wheA 
they arc plunged into the abyfs, they will perceivfe 
the treachery employed by the enemies of l^'rance, 
to precipitate them into it. 

The firft of the Mamelucs^ who conceived the 
^efign of freeing Egypt for ever from the authority 
of the court of Conftantinople, an authority by nO 
means troublefome,'was AH Bey. This was about 
fbe year 1770. He would have accomplifhed his 
aim, had he not fallen under the ftrokes of the moft 
horrible ingratitude, and particularly had his fcheme 
been better conducted. He committed many great 
faults ; though they were rather thofe of the mini- 
ftcr he feledled than his own. His confidence was 
placed on a Venetian merchant^ named Kofetti^ 2^ 

T 3 man 
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man of a narrow mind and fhort views, whofe un- 
derftanding was too confined to^embrace the whole 
of a plan, that (hould change the political afpe6l of 
an important country, and eftablifti in it a new 
lyftem of affairs. The ineffectual attempts of the 
bey rendered his name celebrated in Europe, where 
he was tie fubjedl of fables of every kind. For 
example, he was reputed to have been born in Ger- 
many, a country in which he never fet his foot. It 
was pretended,thatthe name hebore there was Julius' 
Leonard; that he had ferved as a common dragoon 
in the regiment of Platen, whence he deferted to 
enter into the Auftrian fervice, which he quitted 
by a frefh defertion ; and that at length, his 
fickle djfpolition having carried him to Conftanti- 
Dople, where he embraced the Mahometan religion, 
this adventurer went over into Egypt, where he was 
placed at the head of the government.* 

. Ali Bey was born in Natolia, a province of the 
Turkifh empire.- He was brought young into 
Egypt, where he was purchafed by a man in power, 
in the fame manner as the other Mamelucs. Part 
of his hiftory may be feen in Savary's letters on 
Egypt.-j" If, however, it cannot be written with 

* This abfurd fable is to be found in a work printed at 
Paris, in 1775, entitled ; Anecdotes Africaines, dcpuisl'Ori- 
gine ou la Decbuverte des differens Royaumcs qui compofent 
TAfrique, jufqu* a nos jour«» 

t Tome ii. page 209, 
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more elegance than by this author, it might at 
Icaft with more truth. Still, were the extravagant 
praife, which the traveller beftows on the genius 
and chara6ler of his hero, fupprefled, were the ro- 
mantic and fabulous adventure of the young and 
beautiful Maria in particular pafled over, the reader 
would find the principal circurnftances of the Ma- 
meiuc's political life intcrefting. Egypt, it muft be 
confefled, was indebted to him for a few moments 
of fecurity : he had declared war to the death, as 
I have before obferved, againft robbers o( every 
kind: and he certainly deferves praife, for the 
vigorous meafures he took to eftablifti a police ia 
countries expqfed . to licentioufnefs and plunder. 
But this bey was nearly as ignorant as the reft of 
the Mamelufe^.: like.them he had his fits of cruelty; 
and like them he poflefled the tyrannical art, fo de- 
llrudlive to commerce and induftry of every fcind, 
<3f girbitrarily impofing avanies. 

The fecond bey, who, v/ith ftill lefs laudable di{^ 
pofitions than Ali, attempted to render himfelf 
csompletely independent; and who fucceeded in 
the attempt, as far as it was poffible for a man to 
jfucceed, without having formed any connexions 
with other nations, or taken any of the political 
. meafures which new arrangements demand; was 
Mourat. A Mameluc of Ali, he had been pro- 
jaoted by him to the dignity of bey. Several times 
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forced to flee from Cairo, and to give place to 
Various competitors, he had always the good fortune 
to return to it in triumph. There was never a 
Sheick-el-Belledy whofe reign was of longer dura- 
tion. From the year 1776, a few interruptions ex- 
cepted, he retained pofleffion of the fupreme power; 
and him the French found reigning in Egypt. 
For this continuance in the exercife of the fove- 
rcignty, in a country where authority feldom re- 
inains long in the fame hands, he was indebted to 
his liberality and courage. The one of thefe qua- 
lities rendered him feared and refpedled, the other 
attached to him a number of partifans. 

Mourat furpafled all his predeceflbrs in magni- 
ficence. His Mameluc§ were richly clothed: opu- 
lence reigned in hi$ houfliold : his horfes were the 
iineft, and moft fuperbly caparifoncd. His money 
flgwed from him in full ftreams; but then he filled 
his coffers with the fame facility by frequent and 
deteftable extortion. 

A few days after he had compelled Ifmael Bey 
to take flight, by whom he had before been obliged 
to retire into Said, he refolved to drive from the 
caftle a.bey^ who had fided with his enemy. He 
coaaoiped in'tbe plain, fent for one Robinfon, an 
Englifhmin, who ferved him in the ofiice of en- 
gineer^ and orde^-ed him to burn down the caflle^ 
; * - The 
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The engineer obfcrved tolfim, that he haid neither 
mortars nor bombs. The barbarian knew neither 
the forms nor ufe of thele implements of war, and 
inquired where they were to be procured. On 
being told, that the ncareft place, at which they 
could be obtained, was Venice, he difmiffed Ro- 
binfon, after having ordered him a purfe of a thou- 
fand fequins. In a fit of ill-humour the fame man 
•would have cut off his head. 

I have vifited the camp of Mourat. Vafl tents 
were eve&td for the accommodation of hirn and 
his principal officers. Thefe were divided into 
leveral apartments, the infides of which were or- 
namented with the richcfl: gold and filver fluffs 
that the manufailories of Lyons could furnifh, 
while the bottom was covered with the moft beau* 
tiful carpets. Nothing could equal the magnifi- 
cence of his cavalry. Gold, filver, and jich em- 
broidery on Morocco leather, glittered in the rays 
of a fervid fun with a dazzling luftre ; and the 
boufings of the faddles were made of thofe pretty, 
fmall figured velvets, the delicate and pleafing 
workmanfhip of the artifts of Lyons, furrounded 
with a broad border of gold lace. 

Sometimes, too, I have gone to the palace of 
Mourat Bey, with a young Frenchman, who en- 
joyed hifi confidence; The bey received me with 

a kind 
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^ kind of civility, made mc fit by him, and gave . 
itie his own pipe to fmake, taking it from his 
mouth to prcfcnt it to me. This was an honour, 
according to the cufioms of the country, which I 
pever received from any other perfon. He put a 
hundred queftions to me, each exceeding in filli- 
nefs that which preceded it, and all teftimonies of 
his extreme ignorance. At length, in confequence 
of the account he had received from the friend 
who introduced me, and the fatisfadlion I gave 
him by my anfwcrs, he was refolved to have me 
enter into his fervice, in the double capacity of 
phyfician and engineer. He offered me a fpacioug 
houfe at Cairo ; domefiics of all forts, as fervants 
9nd guards ; a daily allowance of provifion far be- 
yond my wants ; and a confiderable falary. His 
offer might have feduced any one ignorant of the 
capricious humours of thefe unprincipled men, 
who to-day will load a man with favours, and to- 
iporrow order him fuddenly into irons, or perhapg 
to lofc his h^ad. 

. Mourat, who has not been afraid to combat the 
French, is a very fine man. He has a martial ap*- 
pearance. His chin is covered with a thick black 
beard ; and large eyebrows form arches of ebony 
over his eyes full of fire. A long fear, feaming 
one of his cheeks, heightens the fiercenefs of his 
cpuntenance. With great bra very,, he ppffefles ex- 
traordinary- 
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traordinary flrength and addrtfs : he has been feen, 
pffffingtan ox on horfeback, to cut off his head 
with a finglc ftroke of his fcimitar. An intrepid 
warrior, capable of fupporting the fcvereft hard- 
(hipSj an excellent horfeman, dexterous and power- 
. ful in handling the fcimitar, courageous in adver- 
lity, bold in his enterprifcs, cool in a6lion, and ter- 
rible in an onfet, Mourat, with a little inftruc- 
tion, might have become a great general. His 
proud and generous mind gave him the appearance 
of fovereign dignity ; but injufticc, ignorance, and 
barbarity, rendered him a crujpl tyrant. '' 

(Sfe the portrait of this Mamcluc, PI. XXIII*.) 
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CHAP. XXXIV/ 

Generous aSiions of certain Mamelucs — Their wiv^s, 
warlike qualities, and cavalry — £^yptian and 
AraVian Horfes — Audience^ of the Pacha. — Caflh 
of Cairo — JofepKs Well — Moors. ' 

IT has been feen, that two beys of the Mamelud 
race have exhibited gleams of bold conceptions, 
fome qualities fitting them for able governors, good 
dffpofitions, and particularly greatnefs of mind. 
Tbefe virtues were not fo rare as might be fuppof- 
cd among a number of ftrangers, brought from ^11 
parts, and aflembled in Cairo, to reign there as 
matters. A warlike education, with the example 
of pomp and prodigality^placed before their eyes, 
unfolded and enlarged the few good propenfities, 
with which they were endowed by nature 1 while 
the total abfence of every other fpccies of tuition, 
want of learning, profound ignorance of the fun- 
damental principles of all fociety, grofs fanaticifm, 
infpired by the new religion which they were forced 
to embrace, a life wholly military, and the examples 
of injuflice, cruelty, and treachery, given them by 
their patrons, rendered them in reality a herd of 
barbarians. Hence the aftohifhment and even ad- 
miration excited by the noble adions, which, to 

their 



Digitized by 



Google 



AJ^D LOWKH EGYPT. M/t 

their honour, thefe n^en performed oftener thaa 
might have been expedled. The >folIowing in- 
ilance, which took place in the time of AH Bey, 
fome years before my journey, was related to me 
at Cairo. 

Mehemet Bey, viiSlorious over his father-in-law 
^nd benefactor, put to death all, who had fidpd 
with All. In the atrocious exercife of his fafpici- 
ous cruelty, he ordered a bey, whofe only crime 
was his fefufal to {hare his egregious treafon, and 
preferving his fidelity to the man to whom he owed 
bis wealth and dignity, to lofe his hand, and his 
tangtte. In this miferable condition, the wretched 
bey, whom one of his Mamelucs had the generofity 
ilill to attend, madp this faithful follower fenfibic 
how burdenfome his life was become, and his ex- 
treme defire of being freed from it, conjuring him 
to throw him into the Nile, on which they were 
then failing to a place of exile. ^^ Yes, my maftcr," 
faid th^ Mameluc, " I am not infenfible of the 
*' extent of your misfortune : I know, that in th^ 
*^ extreme of wretchednefs, life muft be a burden, 
^^ which you cannot long fupport : you (hall be 
^^ freed from it ; but you (hall not die alone.'* At 
thefe words the Mameluc took his patron in his 
arms, enfolded him clofely, and leaped into the 
river with him, where they wtre both drowned in 
each Qtl^er's embrace* 

More 
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More recently, when Mourat Bey/ driven for a 
time from Cairo by Ifmael, took refuge among the 
Arabs in Upper Egypt, one of his Mamelucs, 3 
Kiafchef\^A^x\ with years and covered with wounds, 
retired to an efiate he poflefJed at a diftance from 
the city. To this Kiafchef the conqueror difpatched 
one of his trufty fervants, in order to prevail on 
him to join his ftandard. The meflcnger repre- 
fented to him, that at his age, and badly cured of 
his wounds, he wajs incapable of following his pa- 
tron, with whom he could gain nothing but po- 
verty and misfortune ; while, if he would return 
to Cairo, and embrace the vi<3orious party, he 
fliould be rewarded with wealth and dignities. In 
reply, this worthy man informed the emiflary of 
Ifmael, that he thanked the bey fincerely for his 
offers, but could not accept them, becaufe^, deriv- 
ing all he poflefled from Mourat Ms matter, fide- 
lity to him was his duty, and he was rcfolved to 
follow him to the grave. In fadl, the generous 
old man abandoned all his property to the con- 
queror, only recommending to his humanity his 
wife and children, requeuing him not to let theni 
perifl) for want. He added, that, if the bey, from 
thirft of revenge or any other motive, fhould de- - 
prive perfons fo dear to him, . and whom he was 
obliged to leave, of the neceflaries of life, he con- 
fidently committed them to the prote6lion of Pro- 
vidence, the guardfan of the grateful and honeft, 

and 
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and the divine avenger of treachery and ingra- 
titude. 



But the pradtice of the moft generous virtues 
Ihone no where more than in the harams of 
thefe Manielucs. Examples of magnanimity and 
the moft afFedionate attachment were daily diP 
played in thcfe afTemblages of women equally 
ftrangcrs to Egypt, but into whofe minds nature 
had not admitted the flighteft tint of the harfh 
and untraceable difpofitions of the men of the fame 
countries, while (he embelliftied them with fenti- 
ments the moft ardent, yet moft gentle, forming 
a delightful unifon with their perfonal charms, 
Thefe beautiful captives, expofed to various infuits 
and a6te of injuftice, and having many a bitter 
draught to fwallow, forgot all, the moment their 
huft)ands or patrons fell into adverfity. They not 
only fent, them, in their flight or exile, all the 
money they poflefled, but voluntarily parted with 
the ornaments they wore to the very laft article, in 
order to procure fupplies for them. 

Women fo generous toward a race of men in- 
capable of returning fuch noblenefs of fentiment, 
or of forming a happy union with the tender dif- 
pofitions of their hearts, were refpedled amid the 
viciffitudes of continual inteftine wars. The afy-^ 
lum, which enclofed fo many charms, and too 

many 
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many vain defires, was held facred. To x^iolatc 
this would have been the moft heinous of crimes. 
The women (hared not the difgrace of tbofe, to 
vhom they were bound by the ties of nature, of 
wedlock^ or of property, but remained quiet in 
tbeir folitary abodes, which neither rancour nor 
revenge ever attempted to profane with their fory. 

Exercifed from an early age in military evpla< 
tions> tl)e Ma0ieIucs difplayed in them great dex- 
terity. The javelin, darted with precifion, was 
never launched from tbeir hands but- to hit it's 
inark. The wavy Damafcus blade of truly tem^ 
pered fleel, wielded with aftonifhing ikill^ was their 
moft dreadfnl weapon. I have often ieen tbefe 
famous fabres tried. For this purpofe, a largo- 
pillow flufied with feathers, or any thing ^ualljr 
foft and flexible^ was fet on d fopport about the 
height of a man, without any thing to fieady it, 
fo that the flightcft blow would throw it down ; and 
this the fword, to be reputed of excellent tjuality^ 
muft cut in two at a fingle ftroke. 

The habit of engaging in mock combats, and 
too often in real ones, had rendered the Mame- 
lues a brave and warlike body. The ardour of 
their fiery and courageous youth would have made 
them a formidable corps of cavalry, if they bad 
poflefied any notion of European tactics, and 
' known 
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known how to engage in a line. They enjoyed 
another advantage, too, in the excellence of their 
horfes, and their Ikill in riding and managing 
them. A fpedlator could not enough admire thefe 
Mamelucs, among whom there were fome ftill 
children, muffled up to the armpits in pantaloons 
extravagantly large, fo that they could not v^ralk in 
them without difficulty, when, mounted on Ara- 
bian courfers, they would gallop backward and 
forward with aftoniftiing celerity, and wheel in all 
direcS^ions. He would fee them approach each 
other fwift as lightning, crofs each other, feparate, 
and when the velocity of their courfe would feem. 
to have carried them to a great diftance, face each 
other again. No people knew better how to dif^ 
play their horfcmanlhip to advantage. The repu- 
tation of the Turki(h cavalry is well known ; but 
it is not comparable to that of the Mamelucs. The 
Turks have lefs gracefulnefs and agility ; and in 
the capital of Egypt they were afraid to appear on 
horfeback before thefe young rnen, whofe raillery 
they feldom efcaped. 

Thefe courfers, however, which are made to 
perform their various evolutions with fuch docility, 
have not their, heads loaded with a complicated 
bridle like ours, and their mouths filled with iron. 
A fmall fimple bit, and a fingle rein of light Mo- 
rocco leather, without any ufelefs pieces, are fuf^ 

Vol. II. U ficient 
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licient to guide them at the rider's pleafure. The 
faddles have the lame fha'pe as thofe of Turkey, 
with which everybody is acquainted : but the bows 
are ftill more elevated, fb that the horfemanis fup- 
portcd up to the middle before and behind. The 
ftrrrups, or thofe long boxes, of metal that anfwer 
the purpofes of flirrup?, which receive the whole 
foot, and the Iharp comers of which fupply the 
place of fpurs, are larger too- than thofe ufcd by 
the Turks. Thefe ftirrups, which are worn very 
fhort, are never employed for mounting on horse- 
back, which is always done from a ftone, or fome- 
thing elfe rifing above the ground, and on the right 
fide of the horfe. 

Arabian horfes. Barbs, and even Turkifli and 
Perfian horfes have been feen in France, but the 
Egyptian horfes are not known there. None were 
imported into this country,, where they were in bad 
repute. The equerries, fent by the French go- 
vernment in 1776 to the Levant, to feledl ani 
purchafe horfes, had exprefs inftrudlions not to buy 
any of Egypt. It muft be confefled, had a con- 
trary order been given, it would have been to no 
purpofc, for their exportation from that country is 
prohibited. The reports of fome travellers. Mail- 
let in particular, probably gavib rife to the errone- 
ous opinion entertained of this breed of horfes : 
and, as it almoft always happens with regard to 

prejudices. 
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prejudices, this was generally adopted, without any 
pains being taken, to examine whether it had any 
foundation. The horfes of Egypt have been repre- 
fented as wanting vigour and devoid of fpirit, 
" Out of a hundred," fays Maillet, " you will find 
'^ upwards of ninety fired or lame. They could 
" not flan J the muddy roads and pavements gf 
« Europe."* 

But this conful was not well informed, when he 
wrote this part of his Memoirs. In fa<9, the Egyp- 
tian horfes, which, like the Barbs, are defccnded 
from the Arabians, but differ from them fufficiently 
to be confidcrcd as a diftinfl breed, are the moftr 
beautiful exilling. Tallnefs of ftature, a head well 
placed, eyes full of fire, wide noftrils, a neck finely 
turned, a rump round and flefhy, legs flenderand 
finewy, a light flep, fure feet, proud and (lately 
attitudes, and nice proportions in all their parts, 
give them the moft beautiful appearance. They are 
equally full of fire, vivacity, and vigour. But, as if 
beauty and elegance could exift only at the expence 
of flrength, thefe handfome looking horfes liave not 
la much bottom as the Arabian, which are found 
in the fame countries, and which, as is well known, 
claim pre-eminence in that large family of quad- 
rupeds, which man has made his companions, and 

* Defcrlptlon de I'Egypte, partie ii, pages 27 an4 foUowiug. 
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the chief objedls of his attention. Thofe of the 
Egyptian breed would not be capable of perform- 
ing fuch long journeys as the Arabian courfers ; 
and more delicate, becaufe more elegant, they 
would foon be exhaufted, if they ^were forced on 
.fervices as exceffive in their length, as in the 
privations by which they are accompanied. 

If, however, the Arabian horfes be the firft in 
.the world, thofe of Egypt may aflert their preten- 
fions to rank fecond : they arc diftinguifhed by the 
.fame mettlefomenefs ; and their paces arc as quick, 
\though more eafy to the rider. The Arabian horfe 
rpoflefles in an eminent degree the qualities moft 
^tjifeful to man ; flrength that will ftand the fevereft 
\teft, prodigious fpeed, and inconceivable temper- 
:ance. The Egyptian horfe has the fame qualities, 
only inferior in degree : but what is deficient in 
him in this refpe61, he compenfates by the noble- 
.nefs of his motions, the flatclinefs of his ftep, apd 
.the beauties of his fhape, which all together cap- 
:tivate every eye. The Arabian horfe will always 
;be capable of rendering his poflcflbr the moft eflen- 
vtial fervices, but the Egyptian horfe will gratify his 
vanity more. Were it poffiblc to naturalize, him 
in France, he would no doubt bear off the prize 
.in a country, where beauty is often preferred to 
ftrcngth, gracefulnefs of appearance to folid ad- 
vantages. 

What 



Digitized by 



Google 



AND LdWKR EGYPT- ^g^ 

What I have juft faid of the Egyptian horfes, 1$ 
confirmed by ancient and modern teftimony . It wap 
in Egypt chiefly, according to the Jewifh hiftorian> 
that Solomon purchafed at a very high price^the 
prodigious multitude of horfes, which were kept 
in his numerous ftablcs.* One of my countrymen, 
illuftrious in his day, a prince of the houfe of Beau- 
yeau, vifiting Cairo on his travels, in l605, though 
familiar with the fight of fine horfes, could nofre- 
frain fK>ni admiring thofe of the capital of Egypt.'-f* 
Shaw, too, the Englifli traveller, defcribes them at 
fuperior to all others in fize and beauty.:}: Laftly; 
to terminate my feries of quotations, by one fo 
tranfcendant,that it will render them all fuperflu-r 
ous, I (hall repeat what citizen Buonaparte wrote 
refpe(Sing the Mamelue cavalry, in his letter to the 

* ^' And Solomon had four thoufand Halls for horfes and 
*"< chariots, and twelve thoufand horfemen.*' II Chronicles, 
ix. 25. — ** And Solomon had forty thoufand flails -of horfts 
" for has chariots, and twelve thoufand horfemen. ' ' I Klngs> 
iv. 26*. — *' And Solomoa had borfes brought out Qf Egypt t 
" and a chariot came up and went out of Egypt, for fix hun- 
** dredT^^/^i'-Aof filver, and an horfe for an hundred and fifty •'' 
I Kings, X, 23, 29. 

t Reliation Journalicre d'un Voyage du Levant, fait ct. 
decrit p^r Henri de Beauvcau ; in ^to. Nanci, I6l9>p. IWr 

X ** But the Egyptian horfes have defervedly the* -preference ' 
*' of all others for fize and beauty ; the fmallefl of which arc 
•* ufuajly iixteen hands high, and all of them fliapcd, accord- 
** ingto their phr'afe, kiffel gazel, lijke the antelope.*' Shaw*s 
Travels, p. 239. 
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Executive Directory, dated Cairo, the 6th of Mef- 
lidor, year 6 : '• The Mamelucs," fays this great 
man, ^^ had a magnificent body of cavalry, covered 
*^ with gold and filver, armed with the heft car- 
f bines and piftols of London manufadlure, the beft 
'* fabres of the eaft, and mounted perhaps on the 
*^ beft borfcs on the Continent." 

Thefe hories were equally efteemed by the people 
6f Egypt and by the Turks, who conaparcd them to 
-thofe beautiful animals with flender legs, fpeedy.oS 
the wind, that poiTcfs fuch lightnefs and elegance 
of (hape, and under the name of antelopes, are con- 
fidcred by the Orientals as the fymbols of fwiftnefe 
and perfedlion, while their eyes are deemed the 
ftandard of beauty. 

Only two paces arc allowed to this diftinguifhed 
breed of horfes : the walk, in which they ftep out 
well ; and a full gallop. The trot is confidered 
as a mean pace, and thefe horfes are perfectly un- 
acquainted with it. They are accuftomed to ftop 
Ihort, if required, in the midft of their courfe, while 
running at full fpeed. Such a pra6lie« would 
quickly ruin the legs of thefe animkjs, were they 
lefs excellent.* , 

* And it is probable it frequently does, fp that Maillet's ac- 
count may be nothing but thci truth a httle exaggerated. T. 

-' When 
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When tberi(^er alight^ agrpam leads about his 
horfe, till he remounts ; and however fhort a ride 
.he may have taken, the horfe is never allowed to 
enter the ftabte till he has been walked about in 
this manner, a Tufficient time to have grown cool 
and recovered his breath. This precautionappearg 
to be a general pradlice throughout the eaft. In 
this part of the world too, horfes are conftantly 
fubbed down with the greateft care, and frequently 
waChed. Thefe attentions fufficiently- fliow th^ 
yalue fet upon the animal, about which they ar^ 
employed. Their food ^ likewife differs as much 
from that of horfes in the weft, as the methods of 
riding and managing them. They npver touch 
.eirfier hay or oats, eating nothing but chopped 
ftraw and barley. All, when in the ftable, have 
their heads perfeftly at liberty, without any kind of 
halter about them, which fecures this handfome 
part of the horfe from the defe6ls often occafioned 
in jEuirope by the weight or improper conftrudion of 
thp halter. In the ftable, as well as in the field, 
they are kept on their. feet by a rope faftened to a 
ftake driven into the ground behind them. Their 
hoofs too, are not loaded with thick heavy pieces 
of iron. : a femi-circle, without any ccamps or turn- 
ing down at the ends, covers them lightly, and is 
fufficient to defend. them from harm in countries^ 
where there are neither muddy roads nor pave- 
ments. Belides it is known, that in hot countries 
:. U 4 ' horfes 
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horfes have the cruft of the hoof harder than it is 
in our climates. 

A body of cavalry mounted entirely on ftalUons, 
icems fomcthing very extraordinary ; yet fuch was 
that of Egypt. The Arabs prefer mares ; expe- 
rience having taught them, that thefe are more ro- 
buft, more capable of fuftaining fatigue and want^ 
and at the fame time more gentle. Stallions, on 
the contrary, are cbofen by the Turks and Mame- 
lues. Michaelis appears to queflion this; hecon^ 
fidercd numerous accidents inevitable from it ; and 
could not conceive, that in a day of battle it would 
be poflible to make ufe of a body of cavalry fo 
mounted. In his opinion, the people of the eaft, 
to be able to difpenfe with geldings, muft be infi- 
nitely more expert in the methods of training horfes 
than the Europeans.* It is, however, the general 
cuftom, not only in Egypt, but in Arabia like- 
wife, and almoft all parts of the eaft, to refrain from 
gelding horfes. Probably their copious perfpira- 
tion may be capable of rendering an operation un- 
neceflary here, which in Europe appears indifpen- 
fable. And that the difference of temperature 
occafions a very .fenlible difference in the difpofi- 
tion of flallions fecms confirmed by a curious oh- 
fervation, which a French officer,' quoted by Nie- 

. ♦ Voyageurs favans et curicvx, queft. 64, page 198. 
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buhr,* made on the coaft of Cofomandd, tvbefe 
hd-fpent fcveral years. This officer found, that 
thofe employed by the Europeans in their cavalry, 
were more unmanageable in wiixter than in fum-* 
mer. 

However this may be, in the uniform climate of 
Egypt, where the European cultom is not adopted, 
horfes have the valuable advantage <if uniting gen- 
tlenefs and docility with the moft beautiful figure. 
I have feen them led without the leaft difficulty 
into narrow and incommodious boats, where they 
remained feveral hours without ftirring, though in 
a iituation far from eafy. Spirited ds they are, they 
are feldom reftive under their rider ; they fufFer 
themfelves to be mounted readily ; and when their 
rider alights, it is commonly fufficient to leave them 
Handing againll a wall, where they will patiently . 
wait for him, without it's being at all neceflary to 
tie them. 

The Arabs, when they introduced themfelves 
into Egypt, brought with them their generous 
Heeds, which are too well known to require any 
account of them here. Accordingly I (hall coafine 
myfelf to a -fingle remark, which will ferve to re- 
concile the different accounts given of thefe Ara* 

♦ Dcfcription dc TArabie, tome i. page 72. . 
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bian borfes by travellers. It is, that thofe of the 
Arabs who have fettled abodes, arc ftouter, and at 
the fame time more pliimp, than thofe of the wan- 
dering Bedouins. The former are friends, fed 
and attended with great care : the latter, indefiiti-J' 
gable companions of men, who fpend their lives in 
traverling the fcorching fands, content themfclves 
with a few handfuls of dried beans* once in four and 
twenty hours, and can pafs three days without 
drinking, notwithftanding the fervency of the fun, 
and the fuffocating heat refle<Sled from the foil over 
which they fpced their rapid courfe. In this in- 
ceflant round of fading and fatigue, they prefervc 
incomparable cdura'ge and vfgour ; but their lean-i 
nefs, the confequenceof their hard labour and hard 
diet, alters their appearance fo, that their breed may 
be* eafily miftaken. 

. The horfe, which man has made, the companion 
of his toils, in almoft all parts of the world, and 
ennobled by rendering him a partner in his glory, 
was exclufirely referved 2ft Cairo for the ruling and 
moft diftinguiftied clafs, that of warriors. None 
but foldicrs were allowed to mount tbefe valuable 
animals, real treafures to man in a ftate of fociety, 
and one of the moft ufeful conquefts he has gained 
over nature. The preachers of the law, thofe fanar 
tic and pretended interpreters of the koran, for 
whom the ftupid fedlaries of Mahon>et have great 
t veneration,. 
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veneration, did not enjoy the right of appearing oa 
horfeback in the ftreJets of the capital of Egypt. 
The Confuls of the European nations, that had efta- 

. blifhments in Cairo, might ride on horfes there, 
confont)ably to treaties -with the Porte ; but this 
was a privilege they rarely exercifed^ availfng them- 
felves of it only when they w^ent into the country, 
or to have an audience of the Pacha at entering 
upon or leaving.their confulfliip. It was a danger*- 

. ous prerogative, which it was incumbent on the 
Confuls to maintain, but which they aflerted with 
trembling, and never without experiencing infults 
from a populace, to whom every European is,ao 
obje<5l of horror. 

To my great regret I w^as prefent at one of thefe 
ceremonies of pride and humiliation, which a mo^ 
mentary vanity purchafed at the expenfc qf danger 
jind difgrace. The Infpeftor General Tott took it 
into his head to have a public audience of the Pacha 
of Cairo, though he well knew that this officer was 
nothing but an empty reprefentative of the autho- 
rity which the court of Conftantinople anciently 
exercifed in Egypt, the whole of the power^being 
in the hands of the Sheick-eUBelled. He' was de- 
termined, he faid, to aflcrt the rights of the Grand 
SJgnior : as if he had been entrufted with fuch a 
commiffion ; as if, while alarming the reftiefs' jea* 
loufy of the Beys, he' had uotforefeen that he had 
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nothing to proteft or defend him from the confo- 
quences of their difpleafure, particularly as he was 
come to Cairo to fetch away the French Conful 
whom it was impoilible to maintain there any 
longer againft the fudden caprices and enterprifes 
of thefe ferocious governors; and laftly, as if a 
pompous and indifcreet ftep, from which France 
coul4 derive neither honour nor advantage, and 
which coft a good round fum to no purpofe what^ 
ever, would not have expofed to certain peril the 
merchants, who remained helplefs at Cairo, as well 
as thofe Frenchmen, who had the civility or curio*. 
fity to attend a vain and imprudent man. 

I was one of thofe, whom curiofity engaged in 
this pompous affair, with which I had certainly no 
reaibn to be pleafed. The pacha had received no- 
tice of it, and he had applied to the commanding 
bey, to ifliie his orders, for furniftiing us with the 
requifite horfes and efcort. His own houffiold 
was not fufficient to enable him to fupply them 
bimfclf. The aga of the janiflaries received orders 
from the bt^y to make the proper preparations ; and 
irt muft be allowed, the talk could not have been 
executed with more magnificence. The horfes we 
rode were moft fuperb ; and the luftre of the gold 
and filver, and richnefe of the embroidery, with 
which all parts of their furniture (hone, flill height- 
ened their beauty, E&ch horfe was led by a groom,. 
- - and 
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and thefe fiery courfers, obliged to walk with a 
flow pace, indignantly champed their bits, while 
their mouths were white with foam. Rounding in 
a graceful arch their beautiful necks, they brought 
their noftrils toward their chefts, which they 
moiftened with the breath tl?at impatience rolled 
out ' in thick volumes, pawing the ground with 
eagernefs, and endeavouring by all the motions, 
which the reftraint in which they were held would 
allow, to. emancipate themfelves from it, and fatisfy 
their ardour, by indulging themfelves in greater 
quicknefs of pace, which habit had rendered na- 
tural to them. 

Janifaries mounted upon afles led the way. The 
French interpreters followed them, riding in the 
fame manner. Two lines of foldiers on foot en- 
clofcd the cavalcade. Each of us was furrounded 
by a troop of tall cavouajs, holding in their hands 
ftaves ftill taller. We marched in file ; and to our 
misfortune were dfeffed in the French fafhion. All 
the merchants of our nation, clothed in the habits 
of the Eaft, followed on afles^; and fome foot 
foldiers brought up the rear. We had to traverfe 
a great part of the city, and proceed half a league 
through the llreets of Cairo, before we reached the 
caftle. The people, aftoniflbed at feeing Francs fo 
honoured, quitted their houfes, and gathered a^out 
us. Hootings, infults, with the epithet*-^ of Na- 
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%arecms and dogs^ followed us. Some of the moft 
moderate contented themfclves with pitying* the 
poor horfes that carried us. '' Poor creatures,** 
cried they, " how much you are to be pitied I Of 
*' \vhat crime have you been guilty/ to be thus 
^^ condemned to be ridden* by hifiieh^^ wretches j 
*' dogsF^ It was amid thefe exclamations of con- 
tempt and fuperftition, that we flowly reached the 
' cafile of Cairo, wher6 the pacha rclidedr 

The audience pafled in the fame manner as au- 
diences do in Turkey : that is to fay, a {tw 'un- 
meaning words were exchanged between the par- 
ties, coffee, fherbet, and confe6lionary were pre* 
fented us, perfumes were burned^ and we withdrew" 
a kvi minutes xifter we had entered. 

The populace aflembled while we were in the 
caftle, to occupy it at our departure. Mr. Tott 
had ordered the. interpreters to throw medms among 
the crowd by handfuls. Dreadful confufion pre- 
vailed around us. The clothes of the interpreters 
were torn to pieces. The guards endeavoured in 
vain to difperfe the mob, by feyere blows with their 
Sticks and labres. It is not eafy to form an idea of 
the tumult. The fort of munificence with which 
we threw about money anfwered no purpofe, unlefs 
to procure a fhowcr of ftoncs, which was added to 
the invedtivcs that aflailed us on all fides. -Some 
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flew before my face mih fuch force, that they 
would have fra<5lured my Ikull if they had ftruck 
it. A little too late I firmly refolved never again 
to fwell the train of oftentation^ or add to the at- 
tendants of vanity. 

When we had re-entered the cotmtry of the 
French^ an uproar of another kind arofe. Each 
guard, each domeftic, each groom, demanded a re-- 
muneration, and it was not eafy to fatisfy them. 
The aga of the janiffaries, however, had diredled 
thefe demands to be made ; fo that it was confe- 
quently necefiary to comply. To fums thus ufe- 
leftly an^d difagreeably expended a ftill more ferious 
inconvenience v^as like to be added. The jealous 
and reftlefs Mourat, then governor-general ., piqued 
at the French acknowledging the precarious au- 
thority of the Porte, in a country which he-ruled 
with defpotic power, and at the very moment when 
he was attempting to (hake off that authority for , 
ever, direfled the French conful to be informed of 
his difpleafure ; and there is no doubt, but he would 
have teftified it with more feverity, and the trade 
of the French at Cairo would have fuffered the 
mulft of a heavy avanie^ if Ifmael Bey had not 
taken the place of the offended Mourat two days, 
after. 

- The 
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The caftle of Cairo ftands on the back of the 
chain of mountains, which is to the Eaftof the 
Nile, and \yhich is called Mokattam (cut moun- 
tain), becaufe it is very . deep, and in fa6l almoft 
perpendicular.* It commands the city ; but is it- 
felf commanded by the fummit of the mountain, 
on which it is built. Flanked with towers, and 
provided with a few bad pieces of cannon, of fmall 
caliber, this fortrefs, the only one that defends 
Cairo, is falling into ruin in every part. It enjoys 
an admirable profpe^t. Remains of fpacious and 
magnificent apartments, which are fiill fupported 
in patt by pillars of granite and the moft valuable 
marble, may be fcen in it. In the midft of it is the 
deep excavation, which all travellers have mention- 
ed, and which is commonly called JofepJis Well ; 
not becaufe it was dug under the patriarch of that 
pame, as many have fuppofcd, but becaufe it was 
a ^ork of Jofeph the vizir of Sultan Mahomet, foa 
oi Calaun.'\' This well, which it was not very dif- 
ficult to cut in a foft calcareous rqck, is formed in 
two fedlions, which are not in the fame perpendi- 
cular line. The defcent iptathem is by^ winding 
ftaircafe, the declivity of which is npt fteep,. anjd on 

♦ '* Jihhel Moc'catte^ or Mocatiem^ i. e. the mountain that is 
•* hewn or cat through :" fo called *' perhaps becaufe the 
*• way up to the caftle is cut all the way through the rock." 
Shaw's Travels, p. 340. 341. — T. 
. t Pocock's Travels. 
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the platform that feparates the two fedlions are 
oxen turning a wheel, by which very brackifli 
water is raifed from the bottom. This double well 
is faid^to be two hundred and eighty feet deep, and 
forty-two in circumference. 

The beys kept in pay an auxiliary body of in- 
fantry, compofed of moors, bad foldiers, on whdfe 
fidelity not the fmallefl truft could be repoled. 
Lefs brave than the Carthaginians, they flill retain 
the qualities of their anceftors ; as they are lying, 
revengeful, cruel, and perfidious to excefs. Theffe 
maugrebis (men of the weft) encumbered with their 
houmoufs^ a fort oft white cloak, of one fingle piece 
without feams, with a long pointed hood, fold 
themfelves to any one that would buy them, quitted 
the fervic^ of one bey who paid them well, for that 
of another who would pay them better, and formed 
at Cairo an additional inftrument for ambition, re- 
venge, and treafon. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

Ajfes of Cairo-^Ladies taking an airing'-^Affes of 
Egypt — Averfion of the ancient Egyptians to thefe 
animals — Mules — Jumarts — Horfes of Cairo-^ 
Ifs circumference^ quarries^ canal, dancing-girls, 
and juglerSk 

IF the horfes of Egypt claim diftin(5lion by their 
beauty and valuable qualities^ the afles of the 
lame country are not lefs remarkable. It is indif- 
putable, that the hotted and drieft climates are 
moil favourable to horfes, fince thofe of Arabia, 
Pcrfia, Egypt, Barl^ary, and Spain, ftand foremoft 
in beauty and vigour. Afles, likewife, of a fpecies 
nearly related to them, attain the greateft excel- 
lence df figure and qualities in the fame climates, 
which appear to be natural to them. In propor- 
tion to their diftance from thefe they degenerate, 
fo that thofe of northern countries lofe all refem- 
blance to thofe of the fouth* If this degeneration 
be not fo perceptible with regard to horfes, very 
fine bnes being to be found in the north, it is be- 
caufe Europeans have changed the nature of thefe 
animals in their country, by procuring mares and 
iiallions from abroad^ forming finds, crofSng 
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breeds, and lavifliing the tniniiteft attentions upon 
them, while they haye not only been carelefs re- 
ipedling the breed of their afles, but have degraded 
it by almoft total neglecS and unmerited contempt* 
Badly fed, ftill worfe attended, opprefled by heavy 
burdens, and ill-treated by blovvsj the afs of dur 
country is unqueftionably a wretched flave. De- 
graded as low as poffible, he ferves only the meaneft 
of men, for whom he performs every thing his im- 
paired condition will allow. His nam6 is become 
that of dullnefs and ftupidity. Yet he is docile^ 
gentle, patient, atid temperate to excefs. Did nei- 
ther the horfe nor the ox exift in our country, he 
would be held there in thehigheft ejfiimation. But 
this is not the only inftanccj wher6 modcflr and 
ufeful fimplicity, placed by the fide of more bril* 
liant and adlive qualities, has been rewarded by 
ingratitude and excited derifion; 

How different this i*arry and degraded animal 
frbm the afles of Egypt and Arabia^ which, as well 
as the horfes of thofe countries^ are fuperiorto aity 
in the univerfe ! Some are to be found there of 
great height; and thefe are moil valued and 
efteemed^ occafionally felling at a higher price 
than even horfes themfelves* StilK whatever be; 
their height^ their head is well placed, their eyes ' 
are brilk, and their body is plump. They have 
elegance in their attitudes, gracefulneifs in their 

X 2 move- 
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movements^ and noblenefs and almoft haughtinefil 
in their carriage. Their foot is fore, their fiep 
lights and their paces quick^ bri(k^ and eaiy. In 
Ihort, they are very pleating to ride. All traveUetB 
have praifed this fine fpecies of animal. Peter 
della Valle, who paraded his ^ride a long time in 
the £aft> relates, that the people there do not 
icruple to ride upon alies, that they trot wonder- 
fully, and that he has been ready to die with laugh-- 
ing at the fight.* For my part I was greatly fur- 
prifed at it. In Egypt people not only ride on 
afies without hefitation, but, as I have already ob^ 
ferved, they were the only animals on which 
Chriilians of any country were allowed to appear 
in the capital. The Mahometan merchants, and 
the moft opulent of the inhabitants, ufed them 
likewife : and carriages being unknown ia this 
country, ladies of the higheft rank^ even the wivea 
of the beys themfelves, had no other equipages. 

I once happened to meet the whple haram of a 
bey, taking an airing in the environs of Cairo. .An 
equivocal figure, an eunuch with a mean and fisro* 
cious countenance, preceded the ladies on a fihe 
horfc, covered with gold, filver, and embroidery. 
The ladies were mounted on afles of the higbdl 
price. The bridles of thefe animalfe glittered with 

♦ Voyages, tome i; p. 142. 
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(Uver and gold, and a magnificent piece of tapef- 
tiy covering, the faddle and crupper reached down 
to the ground. It is to be prefumed^ that the la^ 
dies were not deficient in charms : but they were 
tn^fqued with thick veils, and bundled up as it 
were in pieces of ftufFs, which did not allow ,either 
the* face or. even figure to be feen, and exhibited 
nothing but a fhapelefs mafs^. Such meetings hjad 
nothing in them very pleafant toan European: he 
was not only oWiged to alight in token of refpedt, 
but he o^uft alfp take care to avoid, I will not fay 
looking the :ladie$ in the face, for this was Jnyifi- 
ble, but even looking at them ; the moft he couI4 
do being to eye them aflcance as they^flfed. U 
he ventured beyond this, it would have afforded $ 
pretence for an avani^, or been attended with con^- 
Sequences ftill worfe. 

The afles of Egypt have at leaft as much vigour 
as beauty. They readily perform the longeft jour- 
neys. . More hardy than the horfes, and lefs diffi- 
cult with regard to the quality or quantity of their 
food, they are preferred for long journeys acrpfe 
the defert. IVfeft of the Muffulman pilgrims ule 
them for the long and laborious journey to Mecca; 
and the chiefs of the Nubian caravans, which are 
fixty days in paffing immenfe folitudes, ride upon 
afles, that do not appear fatigued when they arrive 
in Egypt. 

X 3 The 
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The crtift of their hoofs is defended by thin and 
light fhoes. The faddles,they wear are fhaped like 
pack-faddles, rounded, and heightened by a. pad 
foftly fluffed, on which the rider fits much farth^ 
back than on a horfe. The ftirrups, which arc 
Ihaped nearly like ours, have only a fingle flat bar 
at bottom, the breadth of three fingers. Men fide 
without any houfings ; but for women ^ a piece of 
tapeftry, more or lefs rich, and fometimes reach- 
ing to the ground, is bid over this fkddle. The 
afles are bridled in the fame manner as the horfes. 
In the principal ftreets of Cairo, and in the fquares^^ 
they ftand for hire ready bridled and laddled, being 
the hackney coaches of this city. The perfon who 
lets them accompanies his afs, running behind to 
goad him on, and cry out to thofe who walk on 
foot to make way. When on a journey, the rider 
himfelf carries in his hand a little flick pointed 
with iron, with which he pricks his beaft on the 
wither?. 

When the rider alights, he has no occafion to 
tie up his afs. He merely pulls the rein of tlie 
bridle tight, and pafles it pver a ring on * the fore- 
part of the faddle, which, confining the head of the 
beaft, is fufficient to make him remain patiently 
in l)is place. 

Though 
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^Though the Arabs do not take quit6 fo much 
pains to preferve the breed of their afles, as they 
do for promoting the excellence of their horfes, it 
may be faid with truth, that afles are no where at- 
tended with fo much care as in Egypt and Arabia. 
They are regularly rubbed down and waflied ; 
which renders their coat fmooth, foft, and glofly : 
and their food is the fame as that of horfes, com- 
monly confiding. of ^ chopped ftraw, .barley, and 
fmall beans. 

To add to the fpecies of ufeful animals^ or, which 
is the fame thing, to improve them fo as to render 
them more ufeful, is to increafe the advantages of 
public and private economy. If, vvithout remitting 
our attentions to the horfe, we deigned to pay a 
little regard to the afs, though placed by nature 
fecond in the fcale, we could not fail to be gainers. 
For the attainment of this ufeful objeft, it would 
be neceflary to crofs the breed. Arabian or Egyp- 
tian males would improve the offspring of our fe- 
males in ftrength and beauty ; and thefe, by re- 
peated croflings, would produce with time and care 
an excellent breed of animals, fuited to the majo- 
rity in point of expenfe, and pot deftitute of ple^f- 
ing qualities. 

• /' 

The handfomeft afles feen at Cairo come from 
Upper Egypt and Nubia. On afcending the Nile, 
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the inflaence of climate on thefe animds is |Msr- 
ceptible, they being of the greateft beauty in Said^ 
while toward the Delta they are inferior in all re-- 
l|>e6ls. So. true it is, that they owe their excel- 
lencies tp great heat and extreme drought. la 
countries, which, though very hot, are at the fame 
time wet, they are but indifferent : for in India^ 
and even the fouthernmoft parts of the peninfula, 
which are nearer the equator, but likewife more 
humid, than Arabia, Nubia, and Thebais, th| 
afles ate fmall, dull, weak, and ill-lhaped,* 

From the excellent qualities of the Egyptian 
afles, it is not to be wondered that they have been 
objedSls of luxury. The Opulent vied in keeping 
afles of the highefl: price, T® the Europeans fet*» 
tied at Cairo this was an indemnification for. the 
reftraint from riding On horfeback, to which they 
were condemned. But this fpecies of luxury at*- 
tradled the attention of government ♦in 177Q. It 
W4S. deemed indecorous, that foreign merchants, 
a^Dpiiiinated on account of their religion,, ftiould 
riSde upon animals fuperior even to thofe kept for 
thfe wives of the beys themfelves. This was fiifii- 

* Stich at le$fl; IS the aflcrtipn bf tte author o{ ElTajs Phila. 
ibpbiques fur les Mocurs dc diver* Animaux Strangers, p«ges 
240 et 246.— Pliny had obfcrvedj tWthe afs was not fond of 
Qold countries: ip/uff^ Mninnd frigBfis f$M(ime mpatiem. Hift. 
Nat. Hb, vUii cap. 43, 
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cicnt to bring upon the •European merchants i 
forced contribution, an a*vanie of (our or five |iun- 
dred thoufand franks, which they were obliged to 
pay, for having kept fine afles. 

In the eaft, thefe were at all times among the 
number of animals moft valued. They formed part 
of the wealth of the ancient patriarchs, as they flill 
do of the herds of the wandering nations in the 
fame countries. The Egyptians alone abominated 
them. To them they were the execrated emblem 
of the evil, genius, of Typhon, of that giant mon^ 
iler with a hundred heads, and a hundred mouths 
vomiting flame, the fon of Earth and Tartarus, who 
had dared to wage war with the gods, and had at 
laft been cut to pieces by Ofiris, one of the. deities 
of Egypt. The inhabitants of Coptos in particular, 
fo publicly declared their inveterate antipathy to 
thefe, animals, as to throw them down from the 
fummit of a rock ; and the people of Bufiris .and 
Lycopolis carried their fuperftition fo far as to re- 
frain from blowing the trumpet, becaufe, in their 
opinion, it's found refembled the braying of an 
afs.* 

r 

It has generally been fuppofed, that .this marked 
averfion for thefe animals originated from their 

* See theDiiTertation fur Typhon, par TAbbe Banier, mem- 
lier of the Academy of lafcjrlptioni and Belles Lettres, tome 
Uip jfSigt 116. 
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being red haired, the Egyptians fuppofing this to be 
the colour of Typhon, and confequently holding it 
in deteftation. This opinion has been adopted by 
the deep learned author of the Philofophical Inqui-* 
ries concerning the Egyptians and Chinef^* ; but 
it 1$ confronted by fa(fts ; for the greater part of 
the Egyptian affes have a bright gray coat, feveral 
are blacky and tbofe that are marked with a few 
Ihades of red are by no means common. 

If in the vaft field of conjecture, which the hif- 
tory of the remoteft antiquity leaves open, 1 may 
be allowed to hazard my opinion refpe6ling the 
horror teftified by the Egyptians toward a race of 
ufeful animals, I flhall afcribe to it a very different 
origin. I have already obfervcd, that the ancient 
inhabitants of Egypt were neither conquerors, tra- 
vellers, nor merchants. Journeys from one place 
to another were made by navigating the Nile and 
the canals, with which Egypt was ftill more inter- 
fc6l€*d than it is at prefent. Confequently horfes 
as well as camels and afles, which nature has placed 
in a country nearly ifolated, to eftablifh an inter- 
courfe between people feparated by uninhabited 
plains of fand, muft confequently be much neg- 
Ie6led. But, as it ^as not fufficient for the Egyp- 

* " The averfion of the Egyptians (for the afs) was extreme, 
** which has always been afcribed to the colour of it's hair, 
** which is commonly red in their country." Tomeii.p. 131. 
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tians to be free from a third of conqueft, fince it 
was neceflary, that they (hould keep themfelves in 
a ftate pf defence againft the enterprifes of ambi- 
tious neighbours, and the incurfions of the Arabs, 
they were obliged to maintain troops and a body 
of cavalry. The horfe, excluded from the lift of 
animals honoured by the Egyptians, was ftill ne- 
ceflary to them on this account. Yet, being em- 
ployed in a meafure againft their will, and on a fer- 
vice repugnant to the genius and .political iy ftcm 
of the niation, his utility was not fufEcicnt to pro- 
icure him general efteem. It appears indeed that 
foldiers alone enjoyed the right of keeping horfes. 
/The afs, ranking inferior to the horfe, and . from 
the principles generally adopted, confidcred as of 
no utility, was abfolutely prpfcribed ; and it.feeras . 
as if the Egyptians had endeavoured to revenge 
themfelves upon him for the ufe they were compel- 
led to make of the horfe. Every being confidered 
as ufelefs foon becomes an objedlof contempt, and 
from contempt, founded on reafon and refledlion, 
the p^flage to hatred and difguft is but (hort. 

Thus eminent in her breeds both, of horfes and 
affes, it was natural for Egypt to boaft fine mules. - 
There were fomeof thefe animals at Cairo far fu- 
peripr in price to the fineft horfes. In this capital 
pf Egypt they were the common riding of the Ma- 
^QHietan priefts, and the officers of the revenue. 
; • • Their 
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Their furniture was the lame as that uTed for afie6 ; 
their pace was an amble with very long fteps ; and 
to this they were brought by faftening each fore 
foot to the hinder one of the fame fide with a cord 
for fome time. 

She-mules were preferred, becaufe they were ra^ 
puted to be more docile, and better able to fupport 
fatigue ; the reafons for which the Arabs prefer 
mares to borfes. 

If we may credit the teftimony of fevcral perfons^ 
the ox too has it's mules, the reputed offspring of 
a bull with a mare or flie-afs, or of a horfe or sti 
afs, with a cow. Thefe have been calhd Jumarit^ 
They faiy thefe monftrous produ(5ion«, and, they 
add, extremely rare, are chiefly to be found in the 
burning climes of Egypt and Baii)ary : yet, during 
more than three years travelling in the eaft, I was 
never able to obtain the fight of fuch a creature, 
though I made a!I poffible enquiry for the purpofe. 
Do6lor Shaw has defcribed one in Barbary,* but 
he appears to have been negligent in the natural 

♦ Travels, p. 239. " To the mule we may join the kumah, 
" as, I think, ^hefe people call a little ferviccable beaft of biif" 
*' den, b^ot betwixt an afs and a cow. That which I faw 
** was fmgle hoofed like the afs, but diftinguifhed from it la 
" all other refpeds, having a flecker ikin, and the tail and ' 
V head (excepting the horns) in faihion of the dams." 
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biilory of animals. Befi4es^ he has not examined 
into tbe produAion of this pretended hybrid, and 
was not a witnefs to any of the circumftancesi 
that could iSiVe to confirm the reality of the cxif- 
tence of a jumart, as the congrefs, geftation, and 
bkth. Accordingly,. Shaw's account has not pre- 
vented Bufibn from confidering the exiftencc of 
jumarts as fabulous^ or at leaft doubtful."^ It is in 
fa6t highly improbable, that animals {o diflimilar 
in their nature as tbe bull and the mare, fhould 
engender together ; fince the buffalo, of a fpecies 
io nearly related to the bull, and forming likevvife 
numerous herds brought up and fed with it all over 
Egypt, never couples with the cow, or the bull with 
the female of the buffalo. 

The French fettled at Cairo afTured me, that a 
little before my arrival, a jumart was fhewn there, 
iaid to be the offspring of an afs and a cow. But 
thefe popular reports were confirmed by no obfen- 
vation or particularity* I could not even obtain 
amy knowledge of the principal outlines of tbe figure 
of this animal ; fo that poffibly, as well aS tliat de- 
fcribed by Shaw, it was nothing morfe than a par- 
ticular variety of the ox. Thus, the pretended ju- 
marts of Dauphiny, and the pyrenees, are nothing 
but the offspring of the horfe and fbe-afs. 

♦Supplement k T Hift, Nat, d'es Quadrupedes, art. des 
Mulcts, 



I made 

i 
Google 



Digitized by 



,318 , TRAVBL8 IH ITFPEIl 

I made very few excurfions in the city of CairO# 
The iirft time of my being there was a period of 
confufion, tumult, and diforder. The gates of the 
quarter appropriated to the French were almoft 
always ihut, and it would have been imprudent ta 
venture into the ftreet. I enjoyed little more li- 
berty on my fecond vifit to this place. The retire-* 
ment of the French Conful had left our merchants 
abandoned to themfelves : and though the prefence 
of a Conful was not at all times capable of affbrding 
any great fecurity, and did not prevent avanies 
from taking their courfe, his place, from fomewhat 
of the habit of refpedl ftill remaining, gave them a 
little more confequence, and ferved as a barrier 
againft more exorbitant demands* This total de- 
fertion increafed the anxiety of my countrymen, 
whofe eyes and thoughts were continually bent 
upon a traveller, by whofe cUriofity they might be 
involved in difficulties ; and however cirdunfifpeft 
I might have been in my obfervations abroad, I 
Ihould have be^n wanting in deference and atten- 
tion, had I not facrificed my inclinations to the tran-^ 
quillity of thofe, to whom the trade of my country 
was under obligations. 

The houfes of Cairo are badly built. A Humeri 
ous and wretched populace is crowded together in 
the fmalleft and lovveft. Thofe inhabited by the 
rich are commonly fiirrdunded by a court; but all 
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Imilt without any regard to the rules of architec- 
ture, without external decorations, and almoft all 
conftru6led of three different materials, flonc, 
bricks, and wood. Within is a large hall paved 
with marble, having in . the middle one or more 
bafins or fountains of water, made of marble like- 
wife. Thefe halls are as lofty as the houfe* Oa 
the top is a little dome, opening on the north fide 
with a fort of funnel, into which the wind rufhes, 
and, proceeding with rapidity through a narrow 
paflage, difFufes itfelf over the hall, increafing the 
coolnefe kept up by the marble and the water, 
Thefe halls are very pleafant ; and the frefh air re- 
fpired in them forms a delightful and unexpcdled 
contrail with the extreme heat felt without. 

Cairo is defended by no fortifications. It was 
once furrounded with walls, flanked by very fine 
towers : but thefe are no longer entire ; part of 
them, like thofe which furround the Alexandria of 
the Arabs, having fallen beneath theflroke of time, 
and part under the more deftrucftive hand of bar- 
barifm. Two gates^ which I have feen, are frag- 
ments of the moft fimplc and noble architedlure. 
One of thefe is called Bahel Nafr^ the gate of vic- 
tory ; the other, which is the handfomer of the two, 
is called Bahel Foutouhy the gate of pafl^age, becaufe 
it Was on this fide fultan Selim entered the city by 

a breach. 
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a breach. Without the walls, on the caftcrn fide, 
the ground is covered^ with fine buildings, the 
tombs of the ancient fultans of Egypt. Moft of 
thcfc are half fallen down. From appearances it 
may be inferred, that formerly the city extended 
much farther than at prefent : at leaft this may be 
prefumed, from the great quantity of ruins lying 
on the ground jabout it. The great hafte, however, 
with which my countrymen,* who had the polite- 
nefs to (hew me the moft remarkable buildings in 
Cairo, forced me to examine them, for fear of 
rouling the malevolence of ^:he inhabitants, did not 
allow me to form any very clear idea of them, and 
I would rather fay nothing, than fpcak of them in- 
accurately. 

Purfuing my way round the walls, to the eaft of 
the city, I arrived at the mountain on. which the 
caftle is built, and proceeded along it for fome 
time, about half way up. From this arc obtained 
the ftones ufed for building at Cairo. They are 
white, and of the calcareous kind. I had here an op- 
portunity of obferving the little underftanding dif- 
played by the people of the country in the cxercife 
of the rudeft arts. They do not get out the mafles 
of ftone in courfes or ftrata, as is pra6tifed in all 
quarries ; but they cut off and feparate huge irre* 
gular blocks with great labour and fatigue. 

A large 
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* A large canal, opening a little above Old Cairo, 
erofles the middle of the city from the weft to the 
north-eaft : over this are bridges in different places, 
with a row of houfes on each fide of tbem. Ptolemy . 
afcribes the conftrudion of this canal to Trajan : 
but there can be no doubt, that it is of higher 
antiquity than the time when the Roman Emperor 
reigned, and that it is the work of the Pharaohs. 
It's bed is cafed with marble, according to the 
Arabic hiftorians : but at prefent this fuperb floorr- 
ing is covered thick with mud. The Nile no 
longer flows through it, except during the months 
of Auguft, September, and October. With it's 
waters it fills large fquares, which at this period 
form lakes, furrounded by the houfes of thfe great. 
Boats richly decorated float on them by the light 
of torches and illuminations, while artificial fire- 
works feem to fet both air and water io a blaze. 
Bands of rauficians row 'about, and a great con- 
courfc of people, repairing to thefe places to re- 
frefli themfelves with the cool evening, air, convert 
thefe fpacioLis bafins into the delightful " feats of 
pleafure and feftivity. But the canal half choked 
up, does not allow this to be of long duration. 
Thefe inundated fquares, fo pleafing to the eye, 
foon become ftinking marflics, plains of mud and 
flime, which in a fhort time appear to the aftonifli- 
ed fpedlator covered with golden harvefts and the 
verdure of cUlinary vegetables and forage. 
Vol. U. . y Tb© 
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The breaking down of the dike, which clofes 
the entrance of the canal; conftitutes a feftival and 
a day of jollity for the people of Cairo. The pacha 
and beys are prefent on the occafion with great 
ceremony. In 1777 it took place on IheQthof 
Auguft. 

As the canal dried up, it's bottom, which was 
never cleanfed, and on which was depofited all the 
filth brought from the fewers of the city, emitted 
an ofFenfive ftench, which rendered the houfes 
bordering upon it fcaccely haibitable. Happily the 
heat accelerated the procefs of it's drying up, when 
it became a ftreet, wider than moft in the city, and 
9s much frequented. 

I fpent one day at the windows of the conful's 
houfe, behind which the canal pafles. This being 
dry at the time of my laft refidence at Cairo was 
become a fort of theatre. There were dancing 
girls whofe.tieps and leaps have no refemblance 
tothofe ufed in the dances of our countries. For 
the greater part of the time their dapces confift of 
quick and aftonifhing movements of the loins, 
which thefe women agitate with extreme fupple- 
nefs, but great indecency, the reft of the body re-, 
xnaining ftill. Thefe movements. are interrupted by 
quick and light leaps. Thefe dances, or rather 
agitations, are. performed to the mafic Of a hautbok^ 

, * a three- 



Digitized by 



Google 



And lower egypt. 323 

a three-ftririged lute, and a tambour de bafque. 
Two women ufually dance together. In the inter- 
val bjetween their capers, they flop facing each 
other, approach, and vie for fonie moments in this 
brilk agitation of the loins to the meafure of the 
mufic. This mdft impudent exhibition ofalafci- 
viotis fpe<5tacle was highly pleating to a depraved 
and unpoliflied people. It always attradlcd a num- 
ber of fpe<9:atbrs ; and thfe wbiiien took grea.t de- 
light in looking at it through their blinds> and thus 
receiving leflbns of immorality^ 

The feme dancers have a little, bafin on the 
thumb and forefinger of each hand, which they 
ftrike againft each other like caftanets in regular 
cadence.. Their faces arc bare ; and this, as has 
been faid, is the height of impudence in thefe 
countries. Accordingly they are prepared and ac- 
cuHomed to a trade flill more diftionourable than 
that of performing lafcivious dances in public. 
Moil of them wear a ring in one of the noftrils. 
They conclude their dances with a kind of mufic 
far from agreeable. Letting doWn their veils, and 
holding their ears with bx)th hands> they fing, or 
rather fcream with all theit might. 

The dancers are fiicceedcd by jugglers, whom I 
have feen perform the fame tricks as ours in Europe, 
and with the fame dexterity. Tumblers likewife 

Ya • exhibit 
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exhibit various feats of agility ; and thefe are con- 
ftantly attended by a buffoon^ like the merry-andrew 
of our mountebanks, to make the mob laugh. 

On the mtich frequented road from Cairo to 
Boulac paflengers are peftered with improvifatori. 
Thefe half-naked poets,, their heads covered with 
a rufh-cap,* compofe verfes in honour of every one 
that pafles by, from whom they have any hopes of 
obtaining a little money. They form a dialogue' 
on the fpot, between two interlocutors, on the vir- 
tues of the perfon to whom they are addrefled, and 
with whom they are perfe6lly unacquainted. Thus 
they fpend the whole day in making eulogies on 
thofe who come and go, confifting of common- 
place phrafes uttered with great volubility. 
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CHAP. XXXVi; 

l^Iarrlages — 'Circumcifion — Commerce — Nubian ca- 
ravans — Black Jlaves — Nubian domeJlicS'^Scor- 
pions — Ancient Jlatue — Pyramids — Mummies- 
well at Sakkara — Bolti^ hayaite^ and hennt^ fijhes 
of the Nile— Titlarks. 

BESIDE the little exhibitions, the fight of 
which I enjoyed from my windows, and of 
which the canal, become a frequented thorough- 
fare, was the theatre, the various proceflions at- 
tending civil or religipus ceremonies, which fome- 
times pafled by the entrance of the country of the 
Franks y contributed to the amufement of the me- 
lancholy and retired life I was obliged to lead at 
Cairo. Among the nioft pompous and noify of 
thcfe proceflions were thofe attendant on weddings. 
As foon as the preliminaries of the marriage are 
fettled, whencyei: the bride eledl ftirs abroad (he is 
attended by a numecous company. Preceded by 
drums and hautbois, (he marches flowly under a 
fort of canopy, clofed on all fides by fquares^ of 
JJufF, and is followed and furrounded by a numer- 
QUS crowd. The firft time of her going, out is to 
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the bath, where (he is deprived of the ipyfteriou^ 
vefl of* nature. To diftrajft her thoughts from thi^ 
painful operation, various amufpments arjs devifed : 
ihe is equipped fucceffively in the drefs of a Jani- 
fary, a Mamelqc, or fome other clafs of men, and 
thefe mafqucradings, which burfts of laughter and 
merriment accprripany, occupy a part of the day. 

A few hours after bathing, the bride is cpndudled 
from the houfe of her parents to that of the man 
to whom fhe is betrothed. The fame company^ 
. "^he fame noify inftruments, attend her, arid (he is 
preceded by a number of perfon$ carrying all her 
.effects, that \s to fay, her clothes, jewels, and s^ 
few moveables. Tbefe conftitute the whole of a 
daughter's dowry, the father. giving nothing elfe ; 
on the contrary he receives one ; for the bride- 
groom not only enters into an engagement, to give 
the woman he marries a jointure proportiqnate to 
his fortune, but be likewife pays down a fum of 
money to the father, fp that he -^may be faid to 
purch^fe his wife. The greater the load of bag- 
gage the bridq carries with her, the more the va- 
nity of the parties is gratified. Nothing is omitted 
tp make a great parade ; the different articles are 
diftributcd among feveral perfons, fbme of whom 
do not carry above the weight q( a few ounces ; 
but the magnificence of the ceremony confifis in 
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liaving the greateft poffible number of bearers, thfe 
giving a high opinion of the opulence of her for 
whom fo many are required. * 

This interview between the two fpoufes is the 
firft, for they have never feen each other before. 
The bride appears in different men's drefles, and 
repeats the difguifes which fhe had before aflumed 
at the bath. The fondnefs of the women in. thefe 
countries for difguifing themfelves in the habits of 
men is remarkable. It is well known how jealous 
the orientals are of thofe iigns of chaftity, which 
are frequently equivocal ; fo that they may be the 
occafion of unmerited dilhonour to one, and ren- 
der another refpe<Sled who as little deferves it The 
precautions taken in regard to thefe in Egypt, the 
trials to which the bridegroom fubje<fts the bride 
without feeing her, the importunate crowd which 
beficges the bridal chamber on the wedding nighty 
the joy teflified when the real or imaginary ligns 
of an infulted chaftity are difplayed to this crowd, 
^re particulars neceflary to a complete knowledge 
of the manner of nations : but, however intereftr 
ing they may be, it would be difficult to enter 
into them without offence to modefty, and my pen 
therefore declines the tafk. 

Though priefts no where enjoy more weight and 
greater credit than in Egypt, and like moll of thofe 
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6f Other religions are devoured with ambition, the 
luft of power, and the defire of trenching upon 
authority, they have never pretended- among the . 
Muflulmans to interfere in affairs that concern 
Society alone, or to prcfcribe the formalitieis of mar- 
riage, which the Mahometans are agreed in confi- 
dering as a purely civil a6t. The two parties make 
their appearance before the Cadi, who receives their 
declaration, writes down their agreement, and 
draws up the contrail. 

The circiimcifiori of infants is another of thofe 
ceremonies, in which the Egyptians, as well as the 
Turks, difplay moft pomp and parade. Thofe nu- 
merous bands of mulicians, gay cavaliers, and peo- 
ple of all kinds, accompanying the young man, 
when carried to undergo this initiation into the 
religion of Mahomet, form a pleafing fpedlacle 
enough, I (hall have occafion to defcribe one of 
thefe ceremonies, which I faw in Upper Egypt, 
where they have nearly the fame concomitants as 
at Cairo, though conduced with lefs pomp than at 
this chief feat of wealth and magnificence. 
. . "* • 

The city of Cairo^ as the reader has already feen, 
was the repofitory of the trade of almoft aH parts 
of the world. There .were {hops filled with the 
nianufadlures of India, and thofe wonderfully fine 
fluffs pf filky texture which 3re furniflied \)y the 
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wool of Caflimire. In others, the gems of Gol- 
conda difplayed their beamy luftrc ; the pearl of 
the eaftem ocean, lefs dazzling than thefe, mo- 
deftly exhibited it's filvery rays ; or the porcelaia 
of Japan appeared with it's vivid and permanent 
hues. Some filled with an immcnfe quantity of 
the fragrant berries of the cofFee-tree of Yemen, 
and the fpices of the Molucca iflands, regaled the 
ienfe of fmell ; while the fineft eflences, the per- 
fumes of Africa and Arabia, the odoriferous woods 
as precious as gold, embalmed others with a pleafing 
mixture of the moft exquifite emanations. The 
productions of the manufa<Slories of Europe were 
equally abundant there : and the fcorching realms 
of Africa poured in from various parts their gold, 
ivory, gums, and flaves. 

The laft-mentioned living fpecies of merchan- 
dize is brought to Cairo by the Nubian caravans. 
Ufually ttvo arrive in a year, and the number of 
negroes annually exhibited-in the market of Cairo 
may be eftimated at fifteen hundred, or two thou- 
fand. Commonly there are fewer males than fe- 
males among theni. V^hen I was at Cairo, their 
price varied from two to three hundred franks, ac- 
cording to the number on fale ; but the fineft ne- 
gro, either male or female, never fold for more 
than a hundred crowns ; a moderate price, if com- 
pared with that of flaves of the fame colour in our 
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Weft India iflands, when they were fullied by the 
infltmous ti'adc in ilavcs, and the atrocities confo- 
qucnt to it. The long joarney, however, which 
the Nubian caravans had to make, and the parch-^ 
ed and dangerous folitudes over which they pafled, 
were fo many occafioas of de^th to feveral of thefe 
men^ deflined for fale, as well as of the beafts of 
•bttrdeh, finkitig under heat^ abftinence, and toil. 
When they reached Siouty a city in Upper Egypf, 
ninety leagues abovb Cairo, the duties to be paid 
by the merchants that brought them, the freight 
of veflels hired to tranfport them down the Nile to 
the capital, the frefli daties paid there, the expenfe 
of keeping themfelves and their beafts of burden, 
would feem, by an accumulation of chai-ges, to 
augment the price of their merchandize ; but thefe 
men go as naked as the flaves they bring, and are 
as abftemibus as their camels thcinfelves. 

At Cairo thefe unfortunate blacks^ are huddled 
together in a large building appropriated to the 
purpofe, and along the narrow ftreet adjacent they 
are expofed to iale by their countrymen. Here 
every one is at liberty to examine them, handle 
them, turn them about, and make them walk in 
all dircdlions, as if going to purchafe a beaft. 
They do not all remain in Egypt, other dealers in 
human flefh purchafe fome of them for Conftan- 
.tjnople. The young Nubians are particularly va- 
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iued in the capital of the Ottomian empire, where 
men, i^ho have no confidence in chaftity, mtrti-^ 
late their brethrep, to fccure the fidelity of their 
wives, ' 

Among us the idea of black ilaves is aflbciatcd 
with that of whips, tortures, exceflive toil, and all 
thofe kinds of cruelty, with which the civilized 
nations of Europe loaded, or ftill load, thofe who 
had the misfortune fo become their property. 
There is no feeling heart, that, detefting the fcan- 
dalous traffic in men, has not been wounded with 
the fight or hearing of the daily fufferings, which 
the negroes in the European colonies endure. 
There is no grateful mind, that does not hold dear 
the remembrance pf thofe philofophers, the cou- 
rageous friends of humankind, to whom France is 
indebted for being no longer dilgraced by the prac* 
tice of treating men with far more rigour and bar- 
barity than the yileft beafl:. 

But throughout all Turkey, and in Egypt par- 
ticularly, humanity has no call to figb over the fate 
of the negroes brought thither. If, condemned in 
their own country to be dragged about and fold as 
cattle, they experience from their countrymen the 
affront of being made an article pf trade, and the 
fatigues infeparable from laborious journeys and 
the ftate to which they are reduced, their condi- 
tion 
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lion ccafcs to be that of wretchednefi, as ibon as 
they pafs into the hands of the wealthy inhabitants 
of Egypt. The fevere treatment under which their 
fellows languiih in the Weft- Indies, is the (hame- 
ful prerogative of civilized nations, and unknown 
to thofe people, among whom barbaroufnefs is re- 
ported to have fixed it's fway. The Nubian ceaies 
to be a flave as foon as purchafed by an Egyptian 
mailer, and every trace of fervitude difappears. 
He is a diftinguiflied domeftic, and a favourite com- 
panion. Several incrcafe the military houfeholds 
of the beys, and arrive at offices and dignities, as 
well as the white Mamelucs, among whom they 
are receivcc^ and educated. I have feen fome at-f 
tain the rank of Ktafchtfy which is the fecond place 
in the Mameluc government. They who fall into 
the hands of private perfons are not lefs happy, re- 
ceiving better treatment and more refped, than 
the other domeftics. In the haram the women are 
the companions and confidants of the wife, are 
treated with afFedion, and not' unfrcquently fhare 
the favours of the matter, who, keeping all the wo- 
men indifcriminately in confinement, converts thefe 
retreats of weaknefs and beauty into real abodes of 
flavery. 

Other blacks came voluntarily from Nubia, to 
offer their fervices to the inhabitants of Cairo, where 
they arc knowh by the name of Berheriesy which 
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theEuropeans have corrupted into Barherim. Thele 
return to their own country, at the expiration of a 
few years, with the money they have gained. They 
are intelligent and handy fervants, but knaves. 
Their food and clothing coft next to nothing, and 
their wages sire very moderate. The Europeans 
readily take them into th^ir fervice, the French 
excepted, who, it is faid, have been prohibited from 
keeping any Nubian domeftics, ever fince 1706, as 
a fort of retaliation for the murder of the phylician 
du Roulle, whom the Jefuits had prevailed on 
Louis XIV to fend into Abyffinia, to prepare the 
way for them into that country. I have read, iu 
the regifters of the chancery at Rofletta, the ordi- 
nance of the Conful Maillet, containing t,his pro- 
hibition, more detrimental to the French than to * 
the King of Sennaar, who cared very little about it. 
The following is the fubftance of it, and will give 
fomeidea of the character of thefe Africans. 

" M. de Maillet, Conful Generalat Cairo, hav- 
'^ ing aflembled all the merchants of Cairo, on the 
" gth of September, I706, informs them, that the 
*^ petty king of Sennaar had the barbarity, after 
" ha\nng received into his houfe M. du Roulle, 
" envoy from the king to the king of Ethiopia, 
" and after his having refided three months in the 
" chief place of his abode, to caufe him and all his 
*' fuite to be pia;flacred, out of pure avarice ; be 

'' thinks. 
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♦* thinks, that the firft mark of referitmeirt to be 
** ftiewn to the nation, is to expel for ever froni 
^ their fervice the fubjedls of that infertfate prince^ 
^ who are called Barb^rins ; particularly as this 
^^ perverfe race, having lately feen among them a 
♦' French monk, fent to M. du Roulle by the faid 
5^ Conful, not only refrained from prote^ing him 
*' againft- the perfecutions of the chiefs of thofe 
*^ parts, but even fome who had been in the fervice 
^* of the French, and eaten their bread, loaded him 
^* with revilings and threats, fo that he found him- 
*^ felf obliged, in places where the intereft of the 
^* inhabitants ought to have procured him an afy- 
^^ lum, to relinquifli the propierty he took with him, 
*^ aijd make his efcape into the defert naked, in 
** order to fave his life ; bcfides, the theft lately 
^^ attempted in the houfc of the late Sieur Daupin, 
^^ by perfons of this nation, and others which they 
^^ have committed before and iince, are fufficient 
" reafons for completely excluding them from a 
^^ fervice, from which they ought to be reje^led by 
^ the greater part of the nation. The complai- 
^Bant," &c. 

The deliberation of thefe merchants is followed 
by the ordinance of the Conful, which enjoins all 
thfe Frenchmen in Egypt, and foreigners under the 
protedlion of France, to difmifs from their fervrce, 
within three days, all the Nubians^ otherwife called 

Barberins, 
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Barberins, arid* other fubjedls of the petty king of 
Sennaar, whom they tnight have in their employ, 
and neither to take them again, nor any others-, oa 
pain o( forfeiting 300 livres/to be applied to the 
redemption of poor ilaves, &c. 

One of thefe Berberies, who was very young, 
and of an intcrefting countenance, frequented th© 
quarter inhabited by the French merchants; To 
gain a few medins, 1)e fhewed a number of fcor- 
pions, which he carried under his cap, and handled 
With impunity. He gave out, that he, as well as 
his countrymen, poflefled the fecret of being fe- 
cure againft the flings of thcfe venomous infedls ; 
but this pretended fecret, as l^e confefled to me, 
confifted in the precaution of plucking out the 
fting, with which the laft joint of the fcotpion's tail 
is armed. The livelinefs and native wit of this 
young Nubian induced me to take him into my 
fervice, but I was foon Weary of hini, and I had rea- 
fon to confefs that Conful Maillet was not much to 
blame for driving the men of that nation from the 
houfes of the French. 

Plate JOr//^reprefents aft anciept ftatue, which 
I faw at Cairo, in the hands of an Italian monk, 
of the congregation oOhft propaganda y who gave it 
to M. Tott. This ftatue is of a white calcareous 
lione, fomewhat more than a foot in height, and 

was 
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was found in the Theba'is. It is the figure of out 
of thofe prieftefles, who carried the images of the 
gods at the Ifiac proceffions, and who were called 
by the Greeks faftophores. The divinities in the 
cafe are Ofiris^ with the head of the hawk, apd Ifis 
with a human head. Between them, as far as can 
be judged from the indifferent manner in which it 
is executed, as well as all the other parts of the lla- 
tue, is a ferpent's head, furmounted by the lunar 
orb. The fummit of the head of each of the two 
divinities is perforated with a fmall circular hole of 
fome depth. 

Among the numerous hieroglyphics around this 
ftatue may be diftinguifhed the horned ferpent, 
the iauy the ibis, the hawk, the eye, the lotus, &c. ; 
images of which the fignification has efcaped the 
moil: learned refearch, and which will perhaps long 
remain enveildped in impenetrable obfcurity. 

The letter E indicates the row of hieroglyphics 
fculptured on the face C of the pedeftal. That on 
the back of the pedeftal is fhewn at F» At G are 
feen the hieroglyphics on that fide of the fupport 
of the deities which is oppofite to A. And the 
long line of hieroglyphics, H, is on the back of 
the flatue, extending from the neck of the prieftels 
to the pedeftal. 

The 
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The fame circumfpedlion, which kept me fo fe* 
eluded at Cairo, prevtnted me from vifiting at my 
eafe the monuments of antiquity remaining in it'8 
environs. I could. only take a hafty view of the 
pyramids^ and the fubtetranean galleries in the 
plain of Sakkara. 

Who has not heard of the pyramids of Egypt ? . 
whofe mind has not fwelled at reading the defcrip-- 
tions or hearing the recital of thefe prodigies of hu- 
man power ? Their indeflfu6lible mafs, the admira- 
tion of ages, and defpair of time, ftill prcfles the 
ground where the proud Memphis anciently ftocxi, 
though this city is now entirely fwept froni the- 
face of the earth. The largeft of thefe pyramids, 
which is about five hundred feet in perpendicular, 
height, and feven hundred on it*s inclined plane, 
was open. Profane and avaricious hands had Vio- 
lated the facred and gloomy afylum of death. Ijt's 
infidc, completely bare, had been expofed to pillage, 
and the precious things it included had become the 
booty of fome barbprian ufurper, I ihall not at* 
tempt to give a defcription of the pyramids, or enter 
into the particulars of thofe .fubt^rranean galleries^ 
and funereal apartments, which are the abodes of 
an incredible number of bats. A hafty and fearful 
infpe(5lion was not fufHicient for me ; and I will not 
follow the example of Savary, and copy the work pf 
another Frenchman, by Vfhqvd they.hav§ been de* 

, Vol. II. 2 fcriljcd 
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fcribed with great care and accuracy.* What 
Maillet wrote, however, was far from fettling men's 
opinions. refpc^Hng; the intention of monuments,, 
which the ancients confidercd as one of the chief 
wDndcrs of the world. But conjedure will fodn 
give way to certainty : thofe pyramids, which have 
remained untouched, are about to throw light on 
the purpofe of their conftru6libn, and our country- 
men are on the point of rending a veil, thickened* 
by the doubts of thoufands of years. ^ 

I have had in my hands two drawings of fomc 
parts of the great pyramid, accompanied by a me- 
moir in maqufcript^ which were entrufted to me by 
the late Duke de Chaulnes, wTiobad engaged me 
to purfue certain inquiries, which he pointed out. 
As it was impoffible for me to execute this defign, 
I left the paper at Cairo, that M. de Chaulnes 
might be enabled to find out fome perfon thete 
pofTeffing leifure fufficient to accomplifh his views, 
only taking copies of the two drawings, which have 
never yet been publifhed. (See Plate XXV.) 
The reader will obfervc, that the letters refer to 
explanations and obfervations contained in the 
paper entrufted to me, which of courfe I did not 
attempt to copy, confequently he will not expedl 
an explanation of them here, 

, * See theDefcription de l^Eg^ptc,. par Millet, partie u letter 
6, pagc215/ \' .- ' .• - 

:.: .. :. . ' The 



Digitized by 



Google 






:-t|t 

"X 



..*4. 



•^;. 



■\:-:i 



Digitized by 



Google 









.-:. Oi :i.u 



' arc O'; -li-. ( • :^ t v\' 'ctiuiiig a xtW, t.;ic.kcaed' 

i' \ !.•" ' t- ^'f^ ^i'v'inub of yc^rs. 

" ^'M n : :ij:U tvl-icli v^ rro j?:< '•after \oifu h> 

/ri- •. ^- ^->->.i:-.l f.:/ Is-a cut i>T^ \rv:-^A^:- ' 



■ i lUi-. » 't • 









Digitized by 



Google 




Digitized by 



Google 



tVb dtiiVing^ of plans were adtfed t6 tli* me- 
rii6ir5 I hare meritiwrted. The]^ wtf-e thbft 6f the 
IVfddiAites-well,' in thft plain of Sakkdra, fbulh of 
tfife pyrathids of Memphis, f^^ Plaie XXVL) 
The two little fidfes of the plan (jig. \) indicate Ihe 
two ^ells, into which yba defcerid, to ffeach the 
fnbterriinean trench or gallery-, which the Arabs 
have made, and which forms the lopg lower fidfe of 
the fame plan. The line parallel to this gallery 
marks the furface of the ground. The diftance 
frbrh one well to the other is iabbut a hundred or a 
hundred and fifty paces. Thai which is on the 
Jeft of the plan is a fpurious opening rhad6 by the 
Arabs ; the true entrance is on the right. A litt!* 
below we meet with trunks of palm trees, and 
riiins. There were two hgrizofttal galleries, the 
commencements of which are traced in.thejplan* 
It Is probably the darknefs of the Ihadow which 
prevents the entrances from beitig feen in the ca- 
vity of the well. The HUle Kne of t^jr on the left 
in the trench of the Arabians marks the place from 
whith the embalmed birds are ufually taken. 

The general pf an of the real Mum-rtries-well, tlw 
entrance of which is on the right of the plan at^. 1 » 
is traced in^^. 2. It is to be obftrVed, the letters 
of the plan and elevation correfpond. At this 
pli'ce are feen the fine figures reprefeated in the 
drawing. 
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. If commerce brought *11 kinds of merchandife to 
Cairo, it*g markets wcr^ not witbpui a profufion of 
articles necefBiry to life at the fame time. Tbei^ 
it's population and luxury attraded thither in 
ftbundance, and a table might be fiirnifhed with a 
tiumber of exceHent difhes at no great expenfe* 
Every kind of fi(b, tHIt the Nile afibrdcdj^ was to 
be found there, and I had an opportunity of exa- 
mining/three, which I had not before feen; the 
iplty, the hayatt^f and the. hermi. 

the fi.rft of thefe fifhes, already obferved arid de- . 

ifcribed: ^y H^lquit^,* is, according to this na.- 

-teralifti'Of the fomewhat equiyocal genus Jatrfis,'ib 

called from the Latin word lahrtrni, becaiiie the 

labrus of Jhe ancients h^dhrge thick lips: (Sec 

the repre/etiiation of the hohy^ Plqte XXFlLfig. I J 

It is thtMbuIeztx of the hiftury of fifties in the Ency- 

jciopedi^ Methodique ; a denomination taken from 

the fort of clouds, with which the fins are waved.-J* 

The ]fi(h, from which this drawing was taken, was 

a foot loxfgf and four inches and half in it's greateil 

breadth. The jaws are nearly equal in fiEe, and 

furniihed with h. row of fmall, flender, clofe teeth. 

Behind this row are feveral more teeth, or afperities, 

ib minute, that 'the eye with dif&cuky difcavers 



* Voyages, partic ii. page 50. 



t Labrus' niloticus^ Lin.— Lfl^rwj nihtlcus catidd Integr^y fnnnts 
dvrfrli^ ani^ t^udtirquty nthulatis. Arted, Gen. -PUc. page 258.. 

Z 3 thcm^ 
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« 

them, arid they make no more Tmpreffion on the 
finger than the teeth of a fine file. The upper 
jaw is moveable, fo that the fifli can protrude or re- 
tradl it at pleafure. The noftrils are fmall arid 
.oblong. The eyes are large : and the bone of the 
head projcdls over each eye, forming a border, or 
Jbony eyebrow. . . . * 

V The {bales arc large, advanciwg on the head be- 
yond the apterior angle- of the eye. The colour of 
the body is white, with broad blackifti bands de- 
-fcending firom the back to the belly, and. growing 
lighter as they defcend. Some tints of red and 
blue, on the fides of the head, enliven the general 
dulnefe of it's hue. The iris of the eye is of a golden 
colour- The fins, ^in general gray, are diverfificd 
with blackifh ftripes and fpots. The plate* given ^ 
in this work, and the defcription of Hailelquitz,* 
render it unncceflary for.me to mention any farther 
-particulars of it's figure. 

On opening this fifh I did not find any air-blad- 
.der. Probably it lives at the bottomi of the water, 
for it's ftomach was filled witb a quantity of 
greenifli matter, much refembling the^ mofs that 
grows on mud. I found likewifc in it's fiomacha 
worm feventeen lines long, with a. round body, 
terminating in a point at each end, of a dirty white 

colour, with a few redclifti. tints. 

." ; ^ The 
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Tbc iohy is caught in the Nile,* but chicflyl in 
the little canals that run out of it, arid the pools of 
water that remain iafter the inundation. It isof the 
fmall number of* Egyptian fifties,. that may he 
reckoned delicate and well-flavoured.: I faw an 
Egyptian, ia the neighboujfhood of.Roiletta, catch 
a great number of fmall ones, in one of the pools 
Ibrmed by the waters of the Nile; 'He'ufcd'fhat 
.kind (rf* net, which we call a cafting-net. Evciy 
time ht thfew it he caught a great many bokies"^ 
i)Ut na other fifh. .. ./; 

. The fccond figure in the fame Plate JCXFII, rei- 
fircfents one of thofe bad fifties deftitute of fcale^ 
^ith naked ilippery fkins, which -airciTConiidon ia 
the Nile, and of which naturalifts i have formed:k 
genus by the name of filurus. It's icommoii apt* 
pellation in Egypt is bay^tie^, btit^ildiave 4ikewi& 
heard xic^MtdiJakfatty and MhedS., Tbeinhkbitaats 
of Said call it alfo hogar, on account of the fizdjt 
attains. B^kar in Arabic iignifies zxi^ox^ and the 
people of Said, like other peafants ail the world 
over, fpeaking their language badly, pronounce it 
hogar. Forikal has giv6n an account of this fifti, 
in his defcription of the animals of Egypt and 
Arabia.* 

* Silurus bajad: pinna dorji pofiicd adifofti\ cirrbis cctc^ page 
£6.— -Arted. Gen. Fife* page 569* 

Z 4 Thp 
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i ;The predofhinant colour of the baydtit is fea^ 
j^ecn, ^ Aaded. with broTvn on the back and uj^f 
part of the head. Tinges of red are obfervablc ^ 
tile bony Ixxvefings of the gills, on the firftdorial 
fin, on t&e peiSloral^ and moreiaiatly on the yeotrai 
and ca»dal&i£, . The iris of the eye is yellow, 

^.. Though Ilfound nothing bitt a greenifh flmie ii| 
t^.'{ibmaidi5of ibme fifhas of this ipecies, it appears^ 
jthjit they .can. devDor otbeit' fiifc, - for their ja\v8- are ' 
furnifhed with teeth, fmall it is true, butatth^ 
fame time very fharp ^nd clofe, and the upper jaw 
fans A db££Se /aw« .They '^re very eommof!i in the 
JKfle ; Inttraw ifidK:^ inlipid sitings find little eileem- 
ftd« .Aftamrdni^^^ Forikol tibde £fh attain the 
iefa^cof twfelFeiQdies; clod if be bad iaul more, 
Jrk woiihi not bare exc^ded the truth j for X ha^e 
Aenlibefiiaifcirjthree ibetibn^, ^d there are fome 
alHiefaflarger^ . Tb givie me .sm idea, of the extent 
jiftiibir ^rbortfa, ibme £gyptiaa tfiihenneh, wbom I 
ijilefiionexi an the {xAyj^&, told nic, that they grew 
isb big ;as a Jnaia. . 
ji . • \ 

\ Yfae fifth,' which *is the SJ Jfgureln the lame 
^at^ Tnightbetaken at iiKl view for the barbel of 
our rivers,* to wl^ ich it has in fdS: great refenv- 
blance. . But ^hoi gh it is qf tbq faipe genus as the 

oaT barbel. 
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barbel, it differs from it in the convex fliapc of it*s 
l;ack and of it's belly, and moft particularly in th« 
firft three rays of the dorfal fin, which are ib cloie 
and fo hard, that they may be confidered as on^ 
iingle prickle. This fifh, very common in E^pt^ 
is the Ifenni, mentioned by Forikal ;* ^wbo is with 
great rcafon aftonifted, that as it is to be found in 
nil parts of Egypt it efcaped the notice of HafleK 
quitz. Another modern traveller, Mr. Bruce, baa 
given a figure and dcfcription of a fift of the Nile, 
which he fuppofed to be the i^hmiy^ but he was led 
into a miflake. The fifh, concerning which he 
related many interefting particulars, muft be of a 
different genus from the henni^ lince it has two dor- 
sal fins, the cirrhi differently difpofed, a diffimili- 
tude in the fbape of particular parts, and fuch 4 
general appearance as takes avvay every idea of com- 
paring it with the iennL This fi(b, according to 
'|»*orlkaF8 cbfervations and mine, is of the famege- 
- nds with the barbel, the carp> the tench, and fome 
"Other fi(hes well known in Europe ; 9 genus which 
naturaliils hav^c agreed to defignate by the name of 
fijprhms^ into xvhich numerous and ftriking diffe-? 
rences will never allow us to introduce the fifh er- 
roneoufly confidered by Mr. Bruce as the henni. 

* ^yp^^nis Iqrnni ; ^nn0 dor/alt radlis tredecim ; Wfip erdffi^ 
forneo, Forfkal, Fauna, Egypt, -Arab, page 71. — Artcd. Gen. 
Pifc. page 122. 

t Binnjf . Traivds to difcovcr the Source of the Nile. Natu- 
ral Hiftory, 

The 
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"' • The" benni has the upper jaw a little longer than 
the lower; the noftrils large; the eyes tolerably 
large and round; fourcirrhi, two on the upper lip, 
and CHie at each corner of the mouth ; no teeth ; 
^d the lateral line formed of oblong, points, divid- 
ing the. body into two equal portions. The fcales 
with.wbich it is covered are larger and (hining with 
alilvery luftre. . The caudal and anal fins are of a 
red faf&on coloun 

This fifli grpvvs large, but a great number of 
fmall ones are caught. It is tolerably nico eating. 

The luftre of it's fcales gives much probability to 
the prefumption, that it is the lepdofos {Ccaly fifh), 
.Yvhich was revered ia ancient Egypt. It is known 
from .a pafllige in Athenaeum,, that this facred fifti, 
which gave it's .name to, a city and. a diftridl m 
Egypt, was of the .carp genus;* and ihe filvtry 
iuflre, with which. the ^^«/« {hines, was fufficient 
to make it be difl'uigmflied, and even, to lead fopeiv 
liition to afcribe to it fometbing precious and fu- 
pernatural, for we know, that whatever d^zjdes, dif- 
pofes people to admiration and refpedl. 

In September a great number of tit-larhs^ are 
eaten at Cairo. Thefe, when they arrive in Egypt, 

* Recherclies Philofophiques fur Ics Egyptiens ct les Chinois, 
tome i. page I'SK 

t Farloufe, ou V alouette dcs prcs. BufFon, Hift. Nat. cfcs 
Oif. ct pi. cnlum. No. 5/4, fig. ^.^^auda fraienfis^ Litu 



Digitized by 



Google 



AKD* LOWER KGYlPt. 347 

remain in numerous flocks on little ftripes of land, 
furrounded with the water, in the plains that are 
inundated. TBe bird«catchers nfe a large net, 
with which they take great quantities of them, and 
bring them. to the city in cages. The perrodof 
their paffage continues but a few days in- thiC be- 
ginning, of September, and when thi'sv.time is pad 
they difperfe, fo that fcarcely any are to be feen 
after. Ag they arrive from the weft with refpc6l to 
Cairo, that is, from the coafts of theMcditerranean, 
bordering oft Barbary, they: are called in Egypt 
^sfour dsjehaU (mountain birds), becaufe they ap- 
pear to, come from. the fandy mountains of thede- 
fert. The Provenqal merchants fettled at Cairo^ 
call the tit-lark, whictf is a bird of paflage in their 
Owa country likewife, colantine^ 
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' j^xandria and- Cairo— ^Jf^inds-r-Cohfrnff f^ f^ni 
^General AaU of the weather in Egypt. 

A .FEW days previous to my arrival in Egypt, 
tvo Germans^ oaitying aboujt an ele.€lric^ 
xnaqhlne^ had made fpma experiiiient& at Alexan.- 
^fia, Rofletta, and. Cairo. Th^ bad Aippc^e^ 
-that th^ flioiild gGi a great deai : o£ isoomy fcy it : 
iHit they had fcarcely any fpe6l»tQr8, fiicept. tbp 
fmall j)urpber pf Europeans^hat refided ia the.thr^ 
cities, with a few Greeks and Syrians. Tbey ir^cp 
even advifed not to endeavour to aftonifh the people 
pf the country by the efFcds of their machine, as 
they would not have failed to raife the cry of forcery, 
for which the ele6lrifiers,and probably the other Eu-? 
ropeans likewiie, would inevitably have fufFercd, 

I endeavoured to obtain fome knowledge re^ 
fpedting the intenfity of eledlricity here, but I 
could obtain no very definite information. How* 
ever, from the queftions I put to the different per-e 
ions who attended the eledlrical experiments 4)f the 
twpQermans, I fatisfied myfelf, that eledlricity can 
be^excited more powerfully in our northern cli-? 
mates than in Egypt. 

It 
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' It is difficult, and even Impoffible, for a travfci- 
ler to makr an uninterrupted ieries of motterolbgi^ 
cal obferVations, which recjuire nluch attention 
even in a fedetitary man : yet I availed my (Uf of 
the ftiort flay I made at Cairo, and at Roflctta, to 
mark with precifion the terftperature of the air, the 
ftate of the weather, and the winds, which. 1 c4> 
,fttved f6Vefal times irt a dfty% If dbfervations of 
this kind be of any iltiHty, it is chiefly when thfey 
are made in foreign countries, of the climate and . 
Hate of vegebtbn in^ whtch they convey informa- 
tion. It ne<^ notbefaid, th&ttMs knowledge* leadd 
to moch faiore, both pbyfical and moral. Thefe 
Confideratif^ns, and the certainty, that few perfbns 
hav6 m^de meteonologtcal ob&rv&titkis in the iaine 
places, have determitied ine to give the fragments 
here offered to the public. Though they are of 
little extent, and not in one continued feries, they 
will ferve hereafter to complete the natural hiftory 
of the climate of Egypt ; and ftich> I mufl repeat, 
are all that can be expedled from a traveller. 

For theie obiervatiohs I ufed mercudal thermo* 
micters: one, Cbnihttd^ by Cuppi Wnd Mofli, 
^ilc^phtcal iniftromenft mi^l^ to.the Acadeitiy 
of Sciences at Paris, was graduated on one fide 
accordin|;i to the fcalaof Fahrenheit^ on th^ other 
according W that of dc Xv^ T^\^ otb^r. tbcrn^ 

»eter. 
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meter/ made by Afiier Perica, was graduated .^c-' 
cording to R6aamur. Thefe two thermometers 
w^re very nearly equal in their movements : and I 
negledcd no precaution • nece|iary to enfure thq 
precifiori of my bbfervations. 

Be^re I give my own. obfcrvations, I conceive 
it will not be.amifs, if I copy thofe .made by 
Greaves at Alexandria, in the months of January 
and February,^ 1 639. The reader will thus be en-, 
abled to fonxi. a more accurate idea of the clinjate 
of Lower Egypt, and will have data for ,the tem- 
perature of the three principal; points in the coun- 
try. Thefe are taken froip Shaw,* who. fays, .that 
he ^* copied them put of Mn Greavcis's pocket- 
^ book, that is cl^pofited in the Savilftudy/* : 



U 



jin account of the weather at Alexandria in 
Egypt, in the months' of Januar^^ and Fe- 
bruary, A. D. 1639. 



" Jan. 1. Fair, the wind little and foutherly. 
"• 2. Fiir. ^ : . , \^ • • . . 

" 3. Fair, at night it rained ^a little. , . : 

^^ 4. Cloudy and rainy in the afternoon, and a^ 
"night. ^ . . ; • : . . : . 

* Shaw*8 Travels in Barbary^and" the Levant" Cbflctaionof 

(Iftpers, fetving to iHuftrate liiir' ofefervations, p. *5. ' - - ' '• ' '* 

•:: ' ^^5. Cloudy^ 
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^'5. Cloudy, rainy and windy. N. W. 

^* 6, Sunday, very rainy and windy. N. W. 



c( 



7. Rainy and windy. N.W. all day and night* 

- ^\&. Rainy in the morning, very windy all day 
" and- night, at the latter end of the night very 
*^ rainy, the wind was N. W. 

*' Q. The morning very rainy and windy, at 
" night very rainy and windy. N. W: 

- " 10. All day very rainy and windy. N.W* 
^^ The rain falls in fudden gufts, afterwards a Httle 
^^ fair, then again cloudy and rainy. At night it 

' ^ rained very much, and in the morning fnowed, 

'^•11. Friday, it rained, the afternoon fair, at 
^^ night rainy. N. W. 

" 12. Saturday, in.the morning rainy, the after- 
^^ noon fair, and at night little wind. 
• " 13. Sunday, fair, a little wind. N. N, W, 

*^ 14. Monday, little wind, S. E. fair. 

" 15. Fair, little wind, S. E. the air full of va- 
" pours, lb that although no clouds, yet the body 
" of the fun Ihined not bright. 

'' l6. Fair, littie wind. S. E. 

« 17« Fair, little wind. S. E. Thefc four days, 
" efpecially the two laft, though no clouds, yet a 
^ caligo all day and night, fo that the fan gave 
" but a wiiak ihadow, and the ftars little light ; 
" this QSiligo or hazy weather arofe partly from the 
^ rains that fell before, and partly from the ufual 
^^overflowing of Nilus, 
' • ' fM8. Friday, 
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" 18. FridayJikfc.Thurfday, or rather trerfc,th^^ 
« E. S, E. wind being great. 
"19. Saturday like Friday. 
•' 20. Sunday, the wind N. tod cloady, night 

" 21. Monday, the wind N..W. fair. 

*^ 22. Tuefday, fair, the Wind N. W. it rajneda 
" Jittle towards night, the wind great* 

*^ 23. Wednefday, fair day and night, the wind 
*.^ N. W. The wind fomewhat great. 

'* 24. Cloudy, at night it rained much* N. W» 

" 25. Sometimes fair, fometimes cloudy. N. W» 
" about 4 P. M. it rained fo likewife, at night very 
" much. 

. " 26. Saturday, very windy.; N* W. and often 
*^ rainy. 

" f.7. Sunday , in the day very windy. N. W, 
" fometimes rainy, at night fair ; no great wind . 
^* but full of vapours, fo that the pole ftar 4ior the 
" yards could be clearly feen. 

*' 28. In the day a dulky fky all over, yet not 
^ many clouds ; the fun could r\ot be feen, fo at 
" night ; in the night it rained a little, the winds 
^?eaft. 

" 29. The fky full of vapours, but not fo ob- 
" fcure as the 28tb. A quarter of an hour before 
** fun-fet, the fun being immerfed in the vapours, 
*/ about the horizon, feemcd for a while like burn- 
^^ ing iron, '.or like the moon as I have feen foroe-' 

** times 
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*^ times in an eclipfe, as (he grew low or half, 
*^ more or lefs appeared, and Co by degrees, till the 
f^ upper edge ; at laft flie was quite loft, though 
^^ not below the horizon. This may fometimes 
'^ ferve to ihcw the manner of thefe vapours ; above 
" 4 P. M, the N, N, W. begun to blow ; ' all night 
" fair. 

"30. Fair. N.N.W. 

"31. Fair, fo 'till ten at night, then itgrdw 
" duiky from ftore of vapours by the Eaft wind/ 



'€( 



" Feb. !• Cloudy at night, fair, j fometimes 
cloudy, a very great N. W. wind, and fome rain; 
"2. Cloudy, fiiir, rainy, N.N.W, wind gr^at' 
Saturday at night.. ..::.,•' ?/ ; 
" 3. Sunday. Very windy, I^.,N. W. f/ten rainy, 
day and ni^t,.very cojd. 
" 4. Monday very windy iNf. N. W. d^y Rud 
night, often rainy, very coH. , - . 'lo 

" 5, Tuefday very windy andcloudy.- 
" 6. WcdnefdayJUtlevvindN. at night obfcure.. 
" 7. Thurfday obfcure and dulky, little wind. 
" 8. Fair, little wind ; at night the wind nor- 
therly, and it rained much. 
" 9. Saturday morning rainy, . afternoon fair, 
wind E. at night. 

" 10. Very fair day and night, wind N. 
" J 1 . Fair, rainy. N. W. 



Vol.. IL 
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12. Fair, 
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Fair, day and night. ^ 



Very fair, 



Little wind nar-r 
therly. 



" 12. 

*' 13. 

"14. 

^' 15- 

** 16. 

"17.1 few two fpots in the Spn, 

'M8. I went to Cairo, 

" 19. Very fair, 

" 20. Fair and obfcure* 

*' 21, Qbfcure ; at night it rained much, being 
** at Shimone, a great village, fpme fifty miles from 
" Caiio^ on the outfide of the river for fear of 
*^ rogues, and there I faw boats of leather, and two 
** men failing upoq 225 pots." 

Ill his inquiries concerning the mean heat of 
different degrees of latitude, where obferyationsf 
have been inade, an indefatigable obferyer. Citizen 
CottCj has given the following table, as the refult 
of remarks m^de at Cairo.* 

** Number of obferv^tions, 3, — January,- 1 1,0^, 
** February, 10,9^. March, 14,5^. April, i6,5^. 
** May, 20,5^. June, 22,7^. July, 23,7^. Aut 
*' giift, 24,2^. September, 21,6°. Oaober, 19,4^. 
" November, 17,4^: December^, l^^S^r AnnpaJ 
*Vmean, 17,9^^" 

But it is time to proceed \^ the obfervations, 
yfhich I myfelf made in the capital of Egypt. 



* Journal de Phyfiquc' Mois de juillct, 1791 > 



METEOt 



Digitized by 



Google 



METEOROLOGICJL OBSERFATIONS, 

MADE AT CAIRO, 

In the Month </ August, 1777. 



Aa2 



Digitized by 



Google 




356 



TKAVRLS IX UPPER 





Ul 










■ij 








l-i^. 


c» 


3 








i^-1 










^ 








.^hS 


^ 


J^' 








all 










^ 








l:^ 


r 


B 

J 


5 




PC 

< 












■J 










^ 


■a 
























—" > It 










*-* 


rt a ~ i^ 


















^^^ 


3> 


& 
^ 


rs 




PC 


^ s,^^ 










-^ 








^ t- 


ET 




^ 


- 




ll.S S 










■N 














s. 




^ ti ^fi -: 










j=: 








"^ - t^ 








r3 




^ S,S~ 










J ^ 








:^€:s 


rt 


f: 


■-Z 


ii 

rz 




u 










F- 








t- 








X 




« !=> ^ 




-A 


3 




h=r >- 
















^^ 




ij .- ^ J 




R 


rt 




-crfi 


















H ; 
O 




I 

4J 





'J 

c 

1 

3 


- t V ^ 


1- 
u 


1 

*J Ul 












i!- 








> Ci* 


Xr 


L. 


:„ 


'^- i^ ij 












u 


E^ 


wi 






.35 








<*iJ:iS 








h 











f=3 w 


S 




Ul 


z" 


FJ 


^z^^^ 


Z 


y: 


^ 


:2 


2: ^ 


^ 


^l^li 


'r^-i 






i^'r ^, , ^. ^-^ 


t-ft* 


<^ 


^-■o 


■r' 


to M-. fi- ] r^ 


M 


;:<■= f,,-; ' 


f4 


rt t* 


«* 




fl 


H-^3. jx 


























fe *# 


N 


i- r> 


M 


WP 'JQ H -" ^ 








"M 


C^rjQ 


« 


M5 0&. &t a\ av 


eo 


^ *d; 


rf 












5u^-^ y^ 












^ c ^ 


f 
































p-^ 




i-;*!-'* 


*-^ 


J0 FLi 


= 


im 


■^- "O 


rT 


«-. i^ P- 'O •■=' 




H ^ 


^ 


rJ 


ti N 


D 


ti n ei t^ tk 


Tl 


a 


■"> 























^■^^s 



Digitized by 



Google 



AND LGWfiR KGYP<r. 



357 



Si 


oon. 
was 
en a 


fji 


1 1 
1 < 


5 IS 
" <3 ^ 












.2 

CO 

1 


re ^^^ 


o 

c 

3 

•5 

c 


h 

•H 
1 




1 


«5 

it: 

Is 


« 




• 




SboS ^ 
h 




a 

u 


CO 

W 


= o^« S c fr J' I' 4J 
'J Cx< Cs4 Cx. Cx4 Cz. 








o 




<-^ 










S - 




1 


1 


1 








1 i 


1, 1 


Ill 








1 


1 










to 


to 

Jl 

eo O 








.£3 


1 




1 . 








,1i 

1 ca 




"u 1 "o 






.S 


1 


CO 

O 
(J 

p 
5i- 










SI 


11 ; 

S 1 




















"2 ^ ^• 






1% 




a • 




c - 




— 




S<3 

WW 


'^<;u 


<CJ<1 




o 




U ; , 


. j» 


.^: W 










, 








• • • 


.W .' 


UilA >. . 




H 




: 


Z 


s 








2;-^^ 


, «^2 






• 

5i5 




^^ 


Z 










2Z 












Hf«« 


HM 








f^«f 


vi* ^ HH 


H+H* 










*o 


t^ 








r^O so 


M <OV3 


H m Tf 








to 


c» 


t< 








M. d d 


tl M H 


« >i ei 




IN 




d 














•alc» 


»T»«t Mlfl 








-> 





f» 








r^ ,CN 6 


o >o p 


CN d «0 




t>i 




*o ' 


9\ 


c\ 








00 iJO o> 


00 00 "^k 


t>.«00 00 




l>* 




oo 


VO 


ts. . 


, 






H inO 


t^t^ 






Mle* 
O 




•4- 


« 


M 








t» n « 


d d c» 


« d d • 




d 




ri 



4 


2 


«-4 


i^a 




C 


^ 


S 


i^ 


S 


» 


i 


. e^ 


/< 


1- 


<i 


6 


0^ 


< 


i?; 


0^ 


<' 


1 






oc 


' S> 


ftO 




vO 


00 




va 


oo 








r\ 




'r*^ 






.t 






vr> 




d 




Ci 




c) 










ti 


























it 



V a 3 



* 



Digitized by VjOOQ^;;, 

i 



3SS 



TRAVELS IN UPPER 



< 




Little wind. After funfet the wind 
rofe, and continued to blow vio- 
lently the whole night. 

Very hard gale. 

Hard gale. 
Do. 
Do. 

During the whole of this day the 
wind was feeble } but about two 
hours after funfet it rofe, and 
blew fti*ong till day. break. 

Though the wind is feeble, the 
clouds fly fwiftly from that quar- 
ter whence the wind blows. 

Little wind. 
Do. 

Little wind during the whole of 
the day. 
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Refults of the preceding Table. 

The hotteff dayj from the 18th of Auguftto tlid 
Sift, inclufively, was the 2lftj when the thermo- 
meter of Cappi and Moffi indicated in the after- 
noon '27^ for the graduation of de Liic, and QQP 
for that of Farertheit. Reaumur's thermometer was 
a little above 27°|. In the morning thore were 
fome clouds, which were quickly difperfed by the 
violence of the wind blowing from the W*. N. W. 
While coming round to the N. the wind abated by 
imperceptible degrees, and the fky continued ferene 
the remainder of thq day. The blackifti clouds, 
which the wefterly wind had driven into the ejiftern 
quarter, and the heat of the day, produced there in 
the evening fome little flafhes of lighT:ning, very 
vlvidj without thunder. I faw no otlicrs during 
the whole of this month. ^- 

The coolefl day was the 24th, when the thermo- 
inctprSj in the afternoon, were, de Xuc^s 22^|, 
Farcnheit's a little more than 62^, Reaumur's '23^1. 
Ill the morning* and in the evening, theriky was 
befprinkled with a few fcattcred clouds; but in the 
midtlic of the day it was perfectly clear. The wind 
w^as N. E. feeble during the day, but blowing very^ 
frefli toward fun-fet. The horizon was loaded with 
vapours, which were thickefl in the'^V. ttic quarter 
nppolite to that whence the wind blew. 

. Thus 
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Thus the difFerence between the hotteft day and 
the coldeft was, according to the gradaation of 
de Luc, 4^1, and the mean heat 24^7 -8ths* 

According to Farenheit's graduation, the differ- 
ence was about 10^, and the mean heat 87*^. 

Accordimg to Reaumur, the difFerence was 
about 49, and the mean .heat 25^|. 

During ^thefe fourjcep days the wind was con- 
flantly toward the N, and varied from N, to E, 
except oti the 2Jfl, the hotteft day, when it came 
round in the morning to W. N. W ; at noon it 
returned to N.'N. W ; and in the evening it came 
back to the N. The W. N. W. wind, as it tra- 
Verfes a great extent of dry and burning fand be- 
fore it reaches C^ro, ran ft be much hotter there, 
under 'fimilar circumftances, than the North wind, 
N. N. E, or even the N. E, all of which blow from 
the fea, and pafs over cultivated bnds, different 
branches of the Nile, canals, fevcral lakes^ and 
©ther places covered with water. 
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Little wind. 

Do. 
Little wind, the clouds howevei 

fly very4wiftly. 
Little wind. 
Strong gale. 
Calm. 
Little wind. 
Frefh gale. 
Strong, gale. 

Do, - 
Very ftrong gale. 
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Refults of the preceding Table. 

The heat during the month of September, was 
much lefs than during the month of Auguft. 

The hotted day was the 5th, when the thermo- 
meter of Cappi and Moffi indicated, in the after- 
noon, according to de Luc's graduation 25^, and 
according to Farenheit's 88^, Reaumur's thcrnio- 
meter was at 25?|. The wind was N, and but little 
in the beginning of the morning ; and the Iky was 
entirely covered with dehfe black clouds, appearing 
to threaten the moft dreadful ftorm ; but before 
the morning was over the wind frefhened, and 
gradually difperfed all thefe clouds, fo that in the 
evening the Iky was entirely clear. 

The cooleft day was the Qth, on which the firft 
thermometer indicated, in the afternoon, accord- 
ing to the graduation of de Luc 21°|, and to that 
of Farenheit 80^. Reaumur's thermometer at the 
fame time was 22^. In the morning the wind was 
K. N. E, but before noon it came to the N, blow- 
ing little, and the Iky clear. 

Thus the difFefence between the hotteft and 
cooleft day, by de Luc's graduation, was 3^|, and 
the mean heat 23^|. 

By Farenheit's, the difference was 8^^ the mean 
heat 84^ 

By 
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By Reaumur's, the difference was 3^f , the mean 
heat 23^1. 

During thefe 21 days the»wind varied from the 
N. E. to the N, blowing moft frequently from the 
latter point, from which it never deviated toward 
theW. 

It is well knowrt, that land winds never blow 
with an equality of force, and continued unifor- 
mity ; but there is no country, perhaps, where 
they are more unequal and interrupted, than at 
Cairo, and in all Upper Egypt ; this country being 
nothing but a ftripe of land, confined between two 
chains of lofty mountains, that break the force and 
diredlion of the winds ; which are often driven into 
the narrow pafles of thefe mountains, whence they 
rufji out with violence, and a whirling motion, that 
very frequently raifes columns of fand in the plains, 
refembling water-fpouts. 

It may be remarked alfo, from both the pre- 
ceding tallies, and this is a conftant obfcrvation, 
almoft without an exception, which Imade during 
my refidence in Cairo and Upper Egypt, that early 
in the morning the Iky is never free from clouds, 
more or lefs numerous, and more or lefs denfe, 
which fly along rapidly, thoUgh frequently there is 
no wind at the time |).erceptible on the furface of 
the earjth. In the courfe of the morning thefe 
clouds difperfe, as the fun increafes it's height 
pbpve the horizon. In general, too, the wind in- 
creafes ; 
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creafes ; and it is feldom, that the Iky docs not be- 
come clear by ten o'clock in the morning, and re* 
main fo the reft of the day. In the evening, at 
funfetj the horizon is loaded with vapours, parti- 
cularly in the weft, where they arc more denfe. By 
flight the Iky is clear and ferene, and the clouds 
rfo not make their appearance till the dawn. In 
this climate the atmofphere rarely experiences any 
other change, or varies from this fort of uniformity. 
From the end of September, till November, I 
was no where fufficiently fettled to continue my 
meteorological obfervations, which I could not re- 
fume till the beginning of November, at Rofletta. 
In this interval my thermometer with the graduati- 
ons of de Luc and Farcnheit was broken ; and I had 
loft a iimilar one, previous to my arrival in Egypt. 
I mention this only to fliow, how difficult it is for 
a man travelling in remote countries, to prcferve 
the different inftruments, for which he will have 
occafion, and how many precautions are neceflary, 
to prevcnt.thcir being deftroyed by the clumfinefs 
of the people about him. 
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